Pop action 

Elizabeth Streb and Co.: 
pop dance at Zellerbach. 

see Arts section 



Serving the Gay & Lesbian Community for more than 26 years 



Red ALLRT: 

The AIDS Clinical Trials Group devises 
a new system for longterm clinical trials. 

page 21 


Roe-fessional: 

The Texas lesbian who 
made abortions legal. 

page 11 



Sacto 

Dems 

screw 

gays... 

again 

by Marghe Covino 


L ast week a State Senate Com¬ 
mittee comprised of a large 
majority of Democrats killed a 
civil rights bill that would have re¬ 
quired government contractors to 
provide the same benefits to employ¬ 
ees with domestic partners as are pro¬ 
vided to married employees. It is sim¬ 
ilar to the landmark domestic partner 
ordinance that went into effect in San 
Francisco last year. 

The bill, SB841, authored by State 
Senator Tom Hayden, D-Los Angeles, 
was defeated on a 4-2 vote. Four of 
the Democrats either voted against 
the bill, abstained, didn’t show up, or 
didn’t vote until after the bill went off 
call and then voted no. One of the Re¬ 
publicans, Senator Tim Leslie of Ro¬ 
seville, was also absent. 

Charles Calderon, D-Whittier, was 
absent; outgoing Senate Pro Tern Bill 
Lockyer, D-Hayward, abstained; Jack 
O’Connell, D-Carpenteria, voted no; 
and Byron Sher did not vote while in 
committee, after which the bill went 
“on call.” A Hayden aide told the Bay 
Area Reporter, “Sher waited until it 
was taken off call and everyone was 
out of committee, and then he voted 
no. I think he didn’t want to do it in 
front of Tom.” 

John Burton, D-San Francisco, 
and Barbara Lee, D-Oakland, were 
the two who voted for the bill. 

Lockyer and Calderon are both 
running for State Attorney General, 
and O’Connell is said to have a po¬ 
tentially tough re-election campaign 
coming up. 

The bill required five votes to 
move out of the nine-member Judi¬ 
ciary Committee. “Only three of the 
committee members are Republi¬ 
can,” a staffer said, “you do the 
math.” Another insider said, “Some 
of them are facing tough election 
campaigns and they figured it was a 
loser and the Governor would veto it 
anyway, so why go out on a limb.” 
Still another Capitol source said, 
“Hell, they can afford to do it to us. 
They don’t really have anything to 
worry about. We’re stuck. Where can 
we go? This is the only ballgame 
we’ve got and they know it, so 
they’ve been sticking it to us for a 
while now” 

Jeffrey Kors, a civil rights attorney 
and author of the San Francisco ordi¬ 
nance, said, “This law is truly about 
equal pay for equal work.” Cynthia 
Goldstein of the San Francisco 
Human Rights Commission testified 
page 24 ► 



sm plans for Pride 
98 draw scrutiny 

corporate contributions 


— 



Pride Committee VP Calla Felicity, Executive Director Teddy Witherington, and board 
member Lindasusan Ulrich go over the agenda at the group's Jan. 20 meeting. 


Critics leery of 

by Mark Mardon 


G ay pride, like Christmas, is fast 
becoming big business. That 
fact, whether people like it or 
not, is likely to be amply evident 
to those attending the 1998 San Francisco 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender Pride 
Parade and Celebration (Pride 98) in June. 
It’s also clear from what’s going on behind 
the scenes as organizers attempt to pull the 
event together. 

Attendees at Pride 98, which tentatively 
includes a parade up Market Street from the 
Embarcadero, along with a festival at Civic 
Center, may well see a better organized, more 
tightly run, flashier and more entertaining 
event than ever before. If so, it will be the re¬ 
sult of the Pride Committee’s having hired an 
experienced executive director, Teddy With¬ 
erington - who for years produced London 
Pride - to run the show in San Francisco. But 
parade and festival-goers will also sec corpo¬ 
rate logos from- Hard Rock Cafe, Anheuser- 
Busch, and others emblazoned across official 
Pride publications and banners. 

If all goes according to plans being devel¬ 
oped by Witherington and the Pride Cele¬ 
bration Committee, festival-goers will be able 


to pick up a slick Pride 98 magazine, thick 
with ads, as glossy and fashionable as Details 
or Vanity Fair, and replete with snappy, up¬ 
beat articles, including “advertorials,” the 
publishing industry’s term for features aimed 


at drawing in advertisers by portraying com¬ 
panies or products in a favorable light. 

Currently the Pride 98 website (www.sf- 
pride.org) sports a host of sponsorship 
page 18 ► 


Reduced Supe stock? 

Mayor has trouble 
finding Leal replacement 


by Cynthia Laird 


A pparently, Mayor Willie Brown 
is having a more difficult time 
than he expected finding some¬ 
one to replace Susan Leal on the 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors. Brown 
said at his biweekly press availability Tues¬ 
day, January 20 that he is no closer to finding 
a new supervisor than he was two weeks ago 
at his last press briefing. 

Leal was elected treasurer last November 
and was sworn into office January 8. She is 
the first openly Latina lesbian to hold the po¬ 
sition that carries an annual salary of 
$118,000. Her election cleared the way for 
Brown to name yet another person to the 
board; once he selects someone, he will have 
made an unprecedented five appointments 
since becoming mayor two years ago. Brown 
has said more than once that the paltry 
$23,900 annual salary paid to supervisors is 
part of the reason he is having trouble find¬ 
ing someone. 

Based on Brown’s comments this week, 
whoever he selects is likely to be a Latino, a 
gay or lesbian, or both. Leal’s leaving has left 
a void on both counts. Currently, Supervisor 
Jose Medina is the lone Latino voice on the 
board. The gay community saw its represen¬ 
tation cut by a third: Leal’s departure left 
only Tom Ammiano and Leslie Katz as gay 


supervisors. . 

“I would also like to see the Latino com¬ 
munity continue to be represented on that 
body,” said the mayor. “The voters also de¬ 
cided to have two lesbians and one gay. I 
would hope we could find a way to keep the 
faith and keep the commitment in that re¬ 
gard.” 

But substance also appears to be part of 
the process. The mayor said that in his view, 
it’s rare that legislation is pushed by any one 
supervisor, and he would like someone who 
can accomplish that job. 

When asked if he was any closer to choos¬ 
ing a new supervisor, Brown brusquely re¬ 
sponded, “No, we are not,” before a reporter 
even finished asking the question. “I can’t 
find anyone who suits my standards.” 

Brown did not answer a question about 
whom he would appoint, saying he would 
talk about what he is looking for in an ap¬ 
pointee. “First, I’m looking for someone who 
is a real student of the business [of govern¬ 
ment], someone who can put together six or 
seven votes on important issues. That is a tal¬ 
ent that is not easy to come by. Susan did it 
very well,” the mayor said, referring to Leal’s 
work tightening up the 49er stadium pro¬ 
posal before it went to voters last June. 

Maintaining an election 

He also said he’s looking for a person 
“who is, in fact, electable,” as the appointee 


will have to run this November when the 
term expires. Brown pointed out that the five 
board seats up for election this year will be 
for two-year terms instead of the usual four 
years, because all 11 seats will be up in 2000 
when the city returns to electing supervisors 
by districts. The specific boundaries of the 
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Every smile 


Richard A. Barrera 

DENTIST 4Bfr - 


Union Square. San Francisco 



THINKING ABOUT 
HAIR REMOVAL? 

Only conventional electrolysis is 
medically recognized as 

PERMANENT 

hair removal and has an FDA Class 1 * 

1 John Frizzell 

k \ I Registered Electrologist 

? ] \ Coll for Complimentary Consultation 

kV (415)626-2729 

*FDA Class 1 approves devices as safe and effective 


Mark Denzin, LAc. 

State tlceisei Acipucturlst Slice 1SS3 
•Allergy Elimination Program 
•Work, Auto ft Sports Injuries 
•Neuropathy, Immune Rebuilding 
•Pain, Stress, ft Addiction Control 

415 * 252*9040 

Combining Chinese Medicine with Western Diagnostics 



San Francisco Bay Area's 

SAGA North 

Gay and Lesbian 

Alpine Ski Club 

Welcomes 

NEW MEMBERS 

Of All Abilities 


Aspen Gay Ski Week 
Jackson Hole 
Banff/Lake Louise 


Lake Tahoe Trips 
(Weekend and 
1 -Day Bus Trips) 


Lkum to 3ki tro^rumi 


Come Sign-Up At SAGA's 


General Meeting / Ski Equipment Maint. 


Sunday, February 1,1998 @ 6:30 p.m. 

Fort Mason Center, Building C, Room 210 SF CA 


For More Membership or TVip Information 
Surf http://www.saganorth.com; E-mail 
saganorth@logx.com; or Call (415) 995-2772 


The All New 

Lupanns 

in the Castro Village 

NEW QWNEB/NEW CHF.F-CHARLES ARMENTA 

Open now for 
Lunch llam-3:00pm 
Dinner 5:00pm-10pm 
and Sunday Brunch 1 lam-3:00pm 
COME JOIN US! 

4072 18th Street, San Francisco 
Tel:(415) 552-6655 
Fax:(650) 738-3117 



T he Board of Supes' Economic Development Transportation and Technology Committee, consisting of 
(I to r) Leslie Katz, Michael Yaki, Jose Medina and Leland Yee, met Jan. 20 to examine the issue of 
hate crimes on Muni. Muni chief Emilio Cruz sent an unprepared Chief of Operations Dave Stumpo 
in his place, which drew a rebuke from Yaki. The supe told Stumpo to sit down and listen to the testimony 
of the hate crime victims. 


CARE council to 
discuss hiring of 
PWAs, ombudsperson 


by Cynthia Laird 


f unding and approval for a 

' proposed ombudsperson 
who would be responsible 
for assisting clients of CARE- 
funded HIV/AIDS services will be 
on the agenda of the Mayor’s HIV 
Health Services Planning Council 
when it meets this Monday, Janu¬ 
ary 26. The Department of Public 
Health’s AIDS Office learned a 
couple of weeks ago that San 
Francisco will be receiving $36.4 
million in federal Ryan White 
CARE funds this year - a cut of 
about 2.2 percent from last year. 
As a result, the planning council is 
expected to finalize its funding 
prioritizations for the various ser¬ 
vice categories. 

Tom Calvanese, co-chair, said 
that the council has renewed the 
commitment made in its five-year 
plan to include people living with 
HIV/AIDS (PWA) at every level of 
planning, implementation, and 
evaluation by establishing three 
new areas of services designed 
specifically to create job opportu¬ 


nities for PWAs. Approximately 
$800,000 has been allocated to di¬ 
rectly or indirectly assist PWAs in 
providing job opportunities. The 
three new areas are peer advoca¬ 
cy, practical support, and hiring 
PWAs for council support staff. 

Details of this planning coun¬ 
cil support category, which has 
been budgeted at $250,000 and 
includes the ombudsperson posi¬ 
tion proposal, also known as the 
consumer advocacy program, will 
be discussed at Monday’s meet¬ 
ing, Calvanese said. 

If approved, planning council 
support staff would provide ad¬ 
ministrative, clerical, and logisti¬ 
cal support to the 40-member 
body. The funding cycle begins 
March 1. 

Public comment is being en¬ 
couraged for this meeting, as well 
as for future meetings, Calvanese 
said. A number of changes have 
occurred in the last year designed 
to make the council more accessi¬ 
ble to PWAs. A PWA Caucus was 
formed and given official recogni¬ 
tion by the council. The caucus 
holds regular meetings, as does the 


council’s community input com¬ 
mittee. At Monday’s meeting, as at 
every meeting, there is a public 
comment period, and each speak¬ 
er will be given two minutes. 
Other agenda items include rec¬ 
ommendations from the PWA 
Caucus regarding greater commu¬ 
nity accountability by increasing 
the participation of PWAs in the 
selection and evaluation of AIDS 
service organizations (ASO) that 
receive CARE-funded contracts. 

“People living with HIV/AIDS 
are more involved in the plan¬ 
ning, implementation, and evalu¬ 
ation of their service delivery sys¬ 
tem than ever before,” said Cal¬ 
vanese. T 


The planning council meeting 
starts at 4:30 p.m. in the sixth 
floor conference room at the 
San Francisco AIDS 
Foundation, located at 10 
United Nations Plaza, at 
Market and Seventh streets; 
use Civic Center Muni/BART 
station. The site is wheelchair- 
accessible. 


Berkeley may support 
needle exchange 


United Press International 


ublished reports say the 
Berkeley City Council may 
break the law to finance 
needle exchange to stem the 
spread of HIV. 

The Contra Costa Times re¬ 
ports that Berkeley already pro¬ 
vides $40,000 annually to a pro¬ 
gram called the Needle Exchange 
Emergency Distribution (NEED) 
so the group can buy what it 
needs - with the exception of nee¬ 
dles. Supporters, including the 
city’s Community Health Com¬ 
mission, now want the council to 
end a ban on using the money to 
buy syringes. 

Councilwoman Dona Spring 


said, “I’d be willing to go to jail to 
make a point out of it.” 

Openly gay councilman Kriss 
Worthington said city council will 
take up the matter this Tuesday, 
January 27 during an executive 
session. 

In 1996, California Attorney 
General Dan Lungren threat¬ 
ened to sue Santa Clara County 
officials for using public money 
to finance a needle exchange, 
forcing them to back out of the 
plan. Last year the state blocked 
NEED from receiving a $10,000 
federal grant from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven¬ 
tion. 

The Berkeley City Council has 
twice before rejected lifting the 
ban, but this time Oakland attor¬ 


ney Bill Simpich has offered to de¬ 
fend the city for free. 

Worthington said the matter 
was recommended to the council 
by a unanimous vote of the Com¬ 
munity Health Commission; one 
of its members is Scott Halem, 
who was acquitted twice by juries 
in Berkeley and Oakland when he 
was prosecuted for distributing 
needles. Halem co-founded nee¬ 
dle exchange programs in both 
East Bay cities. 

Studies have shown that needle 
exchange programs reduce the 
rate of HIV, AIDS, tuberculosis, 
hepatitis, and other communica¬ 
ble diseases among injection drug 
users. But critics argue that such 
programs undermine efforts to 
end substance abuse. ▼ 
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Imperial Teen helps STOP AIDS 



O n Saturday, January 31, at 10 p.m., 
Imperial Teen will return home to 
San Francisco to headline An Evening 
of Pop & Prevention, a benefit concert for 
the STOP AIDS Project, at The Bottom of 
the Hill, 1235 17th St. at Texas. 

This will mark Imperial Teen's first per¬ 
formance since work began on their second 
album, due this March. Also appearing is 
itchy kitty and Scenic Vermont. Tickets are 
$8 and are available through TicketWeb and 
can be charged by phone at 510.601.TWEB 
(8932) or on-line at www.ticketweb.com. 
Proceeds from ticket sales will be donated to 
the STOP AIDS Project. 


There’s still time to 
go to the AIDS summit 


by Cynthia Laird 


: inal plans are being ironed 
out in preparation for 
Mayor Willie Brown’s first 
Summit on HIV/AIDS that will 
take place this Tuesday, January 
27; conference organizers told the 
B.A.R. that interested people can 
still call to register for the free, 
daylong event that will be held at 
the Masonic Auditorium on Nob 
Hill. Dr. Helene Gayle, director of 
the National Center for HIV, STD, 
and TB Prevention at the Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven¬ 
tion (CDC) in Atlanta, will be the 


keynote speaker. 

The mayor’s office began plan¬ 
ning the summit last July. A 200- 
page report containing the sum¬ 
mit’s agenda, findings, and recom¬ 
mendations will be given to people 
when they arrive. Panel presenta¬ 
tions on a variety of HIV/AIDS is¬ 
sues, including access to therapies; 
adherence to treatments; insurance 
issues; testing, surveillance, and re¬ 
porting; prevention; housing; and 
workplace entry and re-entry will 
be the primary focus of the sum¬ 
mit. There are about 100 policy 
recommendations that will come 
out of the summit. 

Advance registration is re¬ 


quired and the mayor’s office said 
security will be tight; there will be 
time set aside for public comments 
throughout the day, but absolutely 
no disruptions or disrespect to the 
speakers will be tolerated. ▼ 


To reserve a seat, call (415) 
554-6657. Registration starts 
at 7:30 a.m.; the summit is 
from 8:30 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
Continental breakfast and 
lunch will be provided. The 
Masonic Auditorium is located 
at 1111 California Street, 
between Taylor and Jones 
streets. 


SRO crowd cheers 
Forrester in Alameda 


by Vicky Koiakowski 

ver 300 people of a variety 
, of faiths, races, and sexual 
Up? orientations attended a 
packed community-wide potluck 
dinner on Thursday, January 15 at 
Christ Episcopal Church in 
Alameda. The dinner was orga¬ 
nized by the ad-hoc group 
Alamedans Together, which in¬ 
cludes leaders from gay/lesbian 
group Out On The Island 
(OOTI). The potluck was part of 
“Campaign for Civility,” which 
brings together a diverse group of 
local citizens frustrated by the in¬ 
creasing intolerance and hostility 
in public discourse about contro¬ 
versial issues, including gay and 
lesbian civil rights. 

The dinner’s program includ¬ 
ed remarks by Victoria Forrester, 
the Alameda school teacher who 
was recently cleared of charges 
filed by an irate parent after her 
class held a student-initiated dis¬ 
cussion of the coming out episode 
of the sitcom Ellen. 

“You are a brave community,” 
Forrester told the crowd, which 
had cheered as she took the stage. 
Framing the issue in terms of aca¬ 
demic freedom, she commended 
and thanked the many Alamedans 
who rallied behind her. Stating 
that hers was a “message of hope,” 
Forrester declared that “tonight is 
just the beginning.” 

The event’s date was chosen to 
coincide with Martin Luther 
King, Jr.’s birthday, and the pro¬ 
gram included a skit by Forrester’s 
sixth grade class on Rosa Parks’s 



Victoria Forrester 


famous refusal to ride in the back 
of a bus, and a recitation of King’s 
“I Have a Dream” speech. The stu¬ 
dents concluded with a new 
speech based on King’s original 
speech, but having a more global 
emphasis and an inclusive refer¬ 
ence to sexual orientation. 

Forrester’s class was one of 
several groups of children per¬ 
forming during the program. The 
performances by the children and 
the potluck dinner gave the event 
an informal feel, but the speeches 
by politicians and community 
leaders indicated the seriousness 
of the evening’s message. 

Alameda Social Services and 
Human Relations Board (SSHRB) 
member Ken Werner told the 
crowd that the SSHRB was both¬ 
ered by the tone of recent local 
newspaper articles and letters and 
by discussions at City Council 


meetings. He read the text of a re¬ 
cent SSHRB statement, which was 
approved by the city council as a 
proclamation declaring the City 
of Alameda to be a “hate free city.” 

Packed despite DARE 

Event organizers were initially 
concerned that a time conflict 
with an event held by the local 
youth drug awareness program 
DARE would lead to a low 
turnout. Instead, the attendance 
far exceeded the seating, leaving 
latecomers to eat standing along 
the walls. 

Alameda Mayor Ralph Appez- 
zato originally intended to make 
only a brief early visit to the 
potluck on his way to the DARE 
event, but the size of the crowd 
prompted him to return to make 
a speech during the program. 

“Don’t let this die,” Appezzato 
told the group. He added, “There’s 
no God up there that separates us.” 

That comment apparently re¬ 
ferred to the numerous religious 
condemnations made against gay 
and lesbian people in public 
meetings and newspaper letters. 
The remarks were consistent with 
a drastic reversal in favor of sup¬ 
porting gay and lesbian people by 
Appezzato, whose refusal to issue 
a gay pride proclamation in 1995 
led to the founding of OOTI. 
Appezzato concluded by noting 
that “our diversity is our greatest 
strength.” Other political notables 
in attendance were congressional 
candidate State Senator Barbara 
Lee, Supervisor Wilma Chan, and 
a large number of local elected of¬ 
ficials. V 


1 Legal Questi 

ON? 

* Personal Injury HH 

• Motor Vehicle Accidents r*f 
• Business Law | 

• Insurance Claims P \ I 

• Landlord-Tenant Disputes 1 

ft 

w 

No Charge For Initial Consultation 
(415) 398-0298 

One Embarcadero Center, Suite 1200 Eg, 
San Francisco, California 94111 

T A. Gursky 

r n e y. A i Law 



Get Fast Relief From... 

• Back Pain • Neck Pain • Headaches • Hip Pain • Sciatica 

• Joint Aches • Knee or Ankle Pain • Muscle Aches 

• Auto Injuries & Work Comp Cases 

Located on the Muni K Line - 10 Minutes From the Castro 
Easy Street Parking • Evening & Weekend Hours 
House Calls In Emergencies 

Advantage chiropractic 

PAIN RELIE F CENTE R 
Call Today for a Consultation 

dn 5 7 " 7 OOP *'*“ 

2369 Ocean Ave. (2 Blks East of Junipero Serra) S.F. 

Mli'MId-Hi.i =riviV-« 



Fwr* Fifty Svtter 
Ph/vr/A/vcy 

A Full Service Pharmacy / Compounding 
Delivery Service Available 
Use your ATM, Visa, or Mastercard 

450 Sutter Street - Fourth Floor 

415 * 392*4137 

Hours: Monday-Friday 9:OOAM - 6:OOPM 

www.citysearch.com/sfo/450sutterpharm 


YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE GAY.. 


TO WANT TO PROTECT YOUR 
SECURITY . PRIVACY & CONFIDENTIALITY 
.... BUT IT DOESN’T HURT. 

AMERICAN VOICE MAIL WILL GIVE YOU A 
NEW, PRIVATE PHONE NUMBER TO GIVE 
OUT. IT WILL BE ANSWERED WITH YOUR 
VOICE, AND TAKE YOUR MESSAGES. YOU 
CAN PICK UP MESSAGES ANYTIME. ALL 
FOR ONLY 

$9.95 A MONTH (+ TAX) FLAT RATE. 



RRH American 
□□□ Voice Mails 

America’s Communications Provider 


Offices Coast-to Coast 

TOLL FREE(800)347-2881 
CALL TODAY! 
(415)923-1666 
(418) 923-1666 
(510) 452-2315 


STATE OF THE ART EXTRAS LIKE 
EXTENSION MAILBOXES, PAGING, FAX-ON- 
DEMAND, 800 NUMBERS AND FREE TOLL 
SAVER MAKE THIS VOICE MAIL PERFECT 
FOR PERSONAL AND BUSINESS USE. 

AMERICAN VOICE MAIL IS PROUD TO BE 
THE NATION’S LARGEST INDEPENDENT 
VOICE MAIL COMPANY WITH OFFICES 
COAST TO COAST. 


www.americanvoicemail .com 


_ ^ S.Y. Rosewood 

i7»/* .Furniture & Arts Inc 


Big 


//j f f Huge Selection of 


Rosewood Furniture 


Dining Room • Living Room • Bedroom 




Custom Made Furniture Available • Specialty Repair 


116-9th Street, San Francisco 
(Between Mission & Howard) 

Tel (415) 861-7372 Fax: (415) 861-7392 
Hours: Mon-Sat 10-6, Sun 11-6 (Closed Thursday) 
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1237 Van Ness Ave., SF • 415.775.42 04 • Open Saturdays 


Catholic Charities’ 
forum on gay kids 
Saturday in 
Walnut Creek 


by Cynthia Laird 


n event in Walnut Creek 
this Saturday, January 24, 
will provide further infor¬ 
mation on “Always Our Children: 
A Pastoral Message to Parents of 
Homosexual Children and Sug¬ 
gestions for Pastoral Ministers.” 
The document was published by 
the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops last September, 
and is considered by some to be 
an important breakthrough in re¬ 
lations between Catholics and gay 
people. 

The daylong program, includ¬ 
ing lunch, is sponsored by the 
Family Law Office of the Diocese 
of Oakland, and Catholic Chari¬ 
ties’ task force on outreach to gay 
and lesbian communities and 
their families. Priests, deacons, 
pastoral ministers, parents, and 
family members are invited to at¬ 
tend. Scheduled speakers include 
Bishop John Cummins of the 
Diocese of Oakland; Richard Mc¬ 
Cord, staff member of the U.S. 
Bishops’ Committee on Marriage 


and Family, and executive director 
of the Secretariat on Family, Laity, 
Women, and Youth; and parents 
of gays and lesbians. 

Catholic Charities of the East 
Bay is the largest provider of 
human services in Alameda and 
Contra Costa counties. Its profes¬ 
sional staff works with volunteers 
to administer programs in coun¬ 
seling; employment, training and 
education; community and 
parish social ministry; and hous¬ 
ing and emergency services. 
Catholic Charities works in part¬ 
nership with East Bay parishes 
and other community-based 
agencies. 

Cost for the program is $15 
per person. ▼ 


To register or for more 
information, call Rita Billeci at 
(510) 680-8510, ext. 201, or 
Father Jim Schexnayder at 
(510) 834-5657, ext. 3188. The 
event will be held from 9:30 
a.m. until 3 p.m. at St. John 
Vianney Parish Hall, 1650 
Ygnacio Valley Road. 


Hoiistic/Drug Free Treatment 

Dr. Reginald Lane, Chiropractor 

Are you suffering from: 

• neck & back pain • sports injury 

• work or auto injuries • headaches 

* Personalized Affordable Care 

* Most. Insurance Accepted 

$40 Introductory Exam 

All necessary x-rays & treatment w/this ad 
cannot be combined with other offers 
Call for FREE Consultation 


. 


BANKRUPTCY 

law OFFICE 


THOMAS R. BURNS 

Attorney at Law 

Member National Association 

of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys 
STO^yUfNtSkWENTS, REPOS AND FORECLOSURES 
'T^ouZ^ccousrs 

ELIMINATE OR tuknt loans 

, & a PositiveApproach 


CREDIT CARDS, MEDICAL 

Offeringj^^ 

FREE TELEPHONE CONSULTATION 


j (415) 543-9900 

703 Market S,reel.We n n 09 


Town Hall meeting 
Wednesday to focus 
on anal cancer 


by Shan Schwartz 


11 I CSF is seeking participants 
fi | for a new study on a pre- 
cancer and cancerous af¬ 
fliction that affects a significant 
number of gay men. 

Anal neoplasia, which is the 
growth of abnormal tissue 
around the anus, affects a signifi¬ 
cant portion of gay men with a 
history of receptive anal inter¬ 
course. The abnormal tissue 
growth may range from simple 
warts to precancerous growths to 
actual cancer. 

A UCSF study team will pro¬ 
vide information about anal neo¬ 
plasia, present results from a re¬ 
cently completed anal neoplasia 
study, and discuss a new upcom¬ 
ing study at a town hall meeting 
this Wednesday, January 28, from 
7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Metropoli¬ 
tan Community Church/SF, lo¬ 
cated at 150 Eureka Street. Re¬ 
freshments will be served. 

According to the study team’s 
report, it has been known by the 
medical community that prior to 
the HIV epidemic, anal cancer 
was more common among gay 
men than is cervical cancer in 
women. Little is known about 
anal cancer in HIV-positive men, 


and until the recent study was 
performed, little was known 
about the natural history of po¬ 
tentially precancerous changes of 
the anus. 

But unlike most other cancers 
that occur in gay men, anal cancer 
may be preventable. Gay men 
have a high risk of having or de¬ 
veloping changes around the anus 
or anal canal that may lead, in 
some cases, to the development of 
invasive anal cancer. 

UCSF’s recent study shows 
that HIV-positive men with a his¬ 
tory of receptive anal intercourse 
are at high risk of developing po¬ 
tentially pre-cancerous changes in 
the anal canal. HIV-negative men 
with a history of receptive anal in¬ 
tercourse are also at significant 
risk, but less so than in HIV-pos¬ 
itive men. 

The study found that almost 
all HIV-positive men (93%) and 
the majority of HIV-negative men 
(61%) have anal human papillo¬ 
mavirus (HPV) infection. Over a 
four-year follow-up period, more 
than half of HIV-positive men 
with CD4 counts less than 500 de¬ 
veloped high-grade anal neopla¬ 
sia, which may be the precursor to 
anal cancer. Thirty-three percent 
of HIV-positive men in the study 
with CD4 counts greater than 500 
also developed high-grade anal 
neoplasia. 

In the same follow-up period, 
only 17% of HIV-negative men 
developed high-grade anal neo¬ 
plasia. The main risk factors in the 


study were HIV positivity, lower 
CD4 counts, and anal HPV infec¬ 
tion. 

Knowledge of anal neoplasia is 
important, because identification 
of the lesions with an anal Pap 
smear and treatment may prevent 
the development of anal cancer, 
just as identification of cervical 
neoplasia with a cervical Pap 
smear and treatment prevents 
cervical cancer in women. 

The next study, for which 
UCSF is currently soliciting par¬ 
ticipants, seeks to better under¬ 
stand this important disease in 
gay men. The team hopes to learn 
more about the natural history of 
neoplasia, to determine who is at 
risk, how quickly the changes 
progress, and who should be con¬ 
sidered for a screening program. 

Any gay man, regardless of 
HIV status, is invited to partici¬ 
pate in the study and have the op¬ 
portunity to help scientists better 
understand an important disease 
in gay men. Every six months, all 
participants will receive an anal 
Pap smear and anal examination, 
HIV-positive participants will 
have an HIV viral load and a 
CD4/CD8 count, and HlV-nega- 
tive men will have an HIV anti¬ 
body test. 

All procedures and testing are 
performed free of charge. ▼ 


To enroll in the study or for 
further information, call (415) 
476-2909. 
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High times 

B rownie Mary Rathbun and 
gubernatorial candidate Den¬ 
nis Peron celebrate the first 
anniversary of the Cannabis Culti¬ 
vators Club at its Market Street 
site January 17. The CCC has un¬ 
dergone a wild year of successes 
and state harassment, but the over¬ 
flow crowd at the party, who ate a 
spaghetti dinner and carrot cake 
while cheering on singer Dave 
Nash and the Near East Dance 
Group, was excited and upbeat 
about the CCC's future. 


Sunshine debate heats 
up finance committee 


by Mark Mardon 


ozens of San Franciscans 
, ^ crowded in to speak to the 
merits of Supervisor Tom 
Ammiano’s proposed Sunshine 
Ordinance for nonprofit organi¬ 
zations, in an extraordinarily 
packed meeting of the Board of 
Supervisors’ Finance Committee 
Wednesday, January 21.. 

At issue were whether non¬ 
profit organizations receiving city 
funding ought to be required to 
disclose upon request all their fi¬ 
nancial records and minutes of 
meetings, and to open all of their 
executive, regular, and special 
board meetings to the public. 

Also discussed were whether 
the Board of Supervisors should 
be empowered to appoint a non¬ 
voting community member to the 
board of every nonprofit organi¬ 
zation that contracts with the city 
in excess of $100,000. 

“With nonprofits growing by 
leaps and bounds to handle shift¬ 
ing social needs,” said Ammiano, 
“issues of accountability have 
arisen. The stakeholders in the or¬ 
ganizations want to operate in an 
atmosphere of trust.” 

“Every institution needs to be 
reformed all the time,” said Tom 
Nolan of Project Open Hand, who 
supported Ammiano’s idea of 
forming a task force to further ex¬ 
plore the issues. Nolan said that 
while his agency has a fine griev¬ 
ance procedure in place, and that 
its formal and informal means of 
accountability work extremely well, 
he nevertheless supports the idea 
behind the proposed ordinance. 

John Kaelin, a member of the 
board of Larkin Street Youth Cen¬ 
ter, said his board has “deep con¬ 
cern” about the ordinance. 

“The implication is that our 
existing accountability require¬ 
ments are somehow inadequate,” 
he complained. “That’s both an 
unfortunate and incorrect as¬ 


sumption.” He said Larkin Street 
has its own internal review proce¬ 
dures. He said the ordinance 
would not help the agency serve 
its clients. 

Michael Petrelis, who was de¬ 
nied services by the San Francisco 
AIDS Foundation (SFAF) after he 
became openly critical of the or¬ 
ganization, held up a dollar bill in 
front of Board President Barbara 
Kaufman, and asked how he 
could know what parts of it were 
spent for what purposes by the 
SFAF and other AIDS Service Or¬ 
ganizations. 

“There’s no way to find out 
how it’s utilized,” said Petrelis, rip¬ 
ping the dollar to shreds. 

Brian Greenberg of Walden 
House said he believes the pro¬ 
posed ordinance is unnecessary 
and expensive. It would demand 
too much staff time, he asserted, 
and warned that many of his 
board members would resign if 
the draft ordinance becomes law. 

A representative of the city’s 
Department of Public Health said 
her agency has a very selective ap¬ 
proval process for nonprofit orga¬ 
nizations. They review the pro¬ 
grams within the agencies, and as¬ 
sess the quality of services and fi¬ 
nances. The reviews are performed 
by teams within the agency, in¬ 
cluding staff and advisory com¬ 
mittee members - but are not pub¬ 
lic reviews, she admitted, although 
the results are made public. 

Directors of the Sunshine 
Commission were present in force 
at the meeting, including com¬ 
mission chair Bob Planthold and 
Bay Guardian publisher Bruce 
Brugmann. 

Planthold said the goal of open 
government is accountability. 
“For city departments, there’s full 
scrutiny,” he said. “When services 
are contracted out, there’s not al¬ 
ways full scrutiny. The same 
money is involved, but the scruti¬ 
ny is different.” The alternative to 
public access to nonprofits, he 


Kevorkian helps SF MTF die 


United Press International 

P% olice are investigating the 
death of a 35-year-old 
1 transsexual with AIDS as a 
possible assisted suicide involving 
Dr. Jack Kevorkian. 

Kevorkian attorney Michael 
Schwartz says the death was at¬ 
tended by his client and an assis¬ 
tant, Kalamazoo psychiatrist Dr. 
Georges Reding. 

Schwartz identified the dead 
woman as Carrie Hunter of San 
Francisco, who was born male but 


underwent a sex-change operation. 

Detectives found the body 
Sunday night in a Pontiac motel. 
But police are not commenting 
on the investigation. 

Schwartz says Hunter was in 
“terrific pain” from AIDS-related 
complications. He says her par¬ 
ents traveled from Alabama to be 
with her before the death. 

Kevorkian has attended nearly 
90 suicides in Michigan since 
1990. Despite state laws against 
the practice the 69-year-old re¬ 
tired pathologist has never been 
convicted. T 


added, is for citizens to take their 
complaints through the govern¬ 
ment, which is prohibitively time- 
consuming. 

SFAF Board President PJftl 
Wisotzky testified at the hearing 
that the proposed ordinance is “a 
ruse.” He claimed that SFAF has 
open board meetings, even 
though current procedures re¬ 
quire prospective attendees to pe¬ 
tition for an invitation to meet¬ 
ings in advance. According to 
Wisotzky, the extra level of bu¬ 
reaucracy is necessary. 

“Members of our staff have 
been physically and violently as¬ 
saulted by members of the pub¬ 
lic,” he said, “and we have a duty 
to protect them.” T 
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wo weeks ago in this space, in an ed- 

I itorial entitled “Cover your ass,” we 
■ reported that an HIV-positive defen¬ 
dant in the case Guevara v. Superior Court 
of Santa Cruz County was convicted of as¬ 
sault with a deadly weapon for having con¬ 
sensual sex without informing his partner 
of his HIV status. As we said at the time, the 
case was late-breaking. Now that we’ve had 
the opportunity to consult with our friends 
at the AIDS Legal Referral Panel, we’d like 
to clear up some confusion we may inad¬ 
vertently have caused. 

The defendant in this case has not yet 
been convicted 0 t anything. Instead, the 
court ruled what charges may brought 
against a person who had unprotected sex 
with a minor female, knowing he was HIV¬ 
positive. 

In addressing whether someone could 
be charged with assault with a deadly 
weapon if the sexual partner consented to 
the sex, the court ruled that consent is irrel¬ 
evant. Instead, what is relevant is whether 
the sex is likely to result in HIV exposure. 
In this instance, the court ruled that vaginal 
intercourse is not likely enough to result in 
HIV transmission to support a charge of 
aggravated assault. 

While the court dismissed -the aggravat¬ 
ed assault charge, the defendant was still 
answerable to a charge of sex with a minor, 
or “statutory rape.” When a person who 
knows he is HIV-positive commits a sex 
crime (sex with a minor, for instance), the 
California Penal Code mandates a sentence 
“enhancement” of three years. The court 
ruled this 10-year-old law to be constitu¬ 
tional. 

Contrary to what we said two weeks ago, 
the ruling does not require you to inform 
your partner of your HIV status (although 
there may be plenty of other reasons to do 
so). It remains a troubling ruling for many 
reasons, even though the question of ar¬ 
guably greatest concern - whether one 
could be charged with aggravated assault 


for engaging in unprotected sex - was in 
this case answered in the negative. 

For more information, we suggest peo¬ 
ple contact the AIDS Legal Referral Panel 
at (415) 291-5454. And we apologize for 
the error. 

Now that we’re in a correcting mode, 
we’d like to urge the San Francisco AIDS 
Foundation to recognize its own 
error in trying to fight concerned 
citizens’ calls for more openness 
and accountability at AIDS Ser¬ 
vice Organizations (ASOs). This 
month’s Out magazine quotes 
SFAF’s communications director 
dismissing community support for sun¬ 
shine as a “temper tantrum.” Even if 
that characterization were 
correct - which it isn’t - it 
would not diminish the need 
for ASO accountability. The 
history of the world is full of temper 
tantrums that have been justified and af¬ 
fecting; two actions that spring immediate¬ 
ly to mind are throwing tea into Boston 
Harbor and throwing money changers out 
of the temple. 

So far, SFAF bigwigs have resorted to 
saying the people behind the sunshine 
drive are misogynist, devoid of integrity, 
crazy, and prejudiced wealthy white guys 
with an ax to grind against services to 
people of color. And now this. All of it un¬ 
true. 

It’s time for SFAF to stop being so de¬ 
fensive. As every good parent knows, the 
first thing to do when faced by a tantrum is 
find out if the problem is serious: if it’s be¬ 
cause of pain, for example, or a diaper very 
much in need of attention. Such would 
seem to be the case here, and we suggest 
that SFAF stop dismissing the cries and ig¬ 
noring that foul smell in the air; it should 
take a good look at the situation and see if 
the crap has piled up too deep to go on 
without a change. 


Speaking of things that are full of crap, 
it is worth noting that this week, the Re¬ 
publican Party decided the issue of partial- 
birth abortions was too divisive to be used 
as a litmus test among GOP candidates - 
and made the issue of partial-birth abor¬ 
tions a litmus test among President Clin¬ 
ton’s nominees for surgeon general. 

Senator John Ashcroft held a press con¬ 
ference with Christian Coalition leaders - 
after all, they own him - on this, Roe v. 
Wade's anniversary week, to launch a 
torpedo into the latest nominee’s 
flank. As expected, most of the talk 
denounced Dr. David Satcher’s refusal 
to sign away a pregnant woman’s life 
or health in cases where she may 
^ need that procedure. 

How interesting that al¬ 
though most extreme right- 
wing lawmakers can’t imag¬ 
ine the necessity of aborting a 
fetus for the protection of the mother, 
they can abort a proposal for the protec¬ 
tion of their precious party. If it is true, as 
party leaders agreed this week, that the 
issue is too divisive to unleash upon its 
members, American women deserve an 
explanation why it is not too divisive to 
unleash upon the rest of us. Republicans 
continue to insist they can do a better job 
of governing than the liberals across the 
aisle, but it certainly weakens their case 
when it becomes apparent they’ll ask oth¬ 
ers to undergo what they have no stomach 
for themselves. 

Not that there are all that many liberals 
- or even progressives, or even protectors 
of the social fabric - on the Democrats’ side 
these days. The cowardice of the Dems in 
Sacramento this week was appalling. We’d 
vote them out of office, but there isn’t a 
huge corps of volunteers to take their places 
(at least, not good ones). This situation is 
really intolerable. 

Maybe it’s time for a temper tantrum. ▼ 



Why hold an AIDS summit? 
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by Marcus A. Conant, M.D. and 
Thomas J. Coates, Ph.D. 


he combination antiretroviral thera¬ 
pies that have become available in the 
past 18 months have revolutionized 
the treatment of HIV/AIDS and offered real 
hope to patients and physicians for the first 
time in the 17 years of the AIDS epidemic. 
We clearly do not have a cure, but recent 
success strongly suggests that HIV/AIDS 
will soon become a chronic manageable dis¬ 
ease, for those individuals fortunate enough 
to have access to the new therapies and the 
abilities both physical and emotional to ad¬ 
here to the arduous treatment schedules. 

As with any revolution, change is in¬ 
evitable. These new treatments mandate a 
total change in our public health paradigm. 
The AIDS epidemic will never be the same 
again. If we can now effectively treat indi¬ 
viduals who are HIV positive and prevent 
disease progression, can we also stop the 
transmission of the HIV virus by aggressive 
treatment, just as we did with tuberculosis? 
How should we respond to calls for testing 
everyone in the country who is at risk for 
HIV? Should we report them to public 
health officials by name and do contact 
tracing to identify and treat exposed indi¬ 
viduals? 

The healthcare delivery system in this 
country is a train wreck. How do we ensure 
in this fragmented and inadequate system 
that every individual who would benefit 
from the new treatments in fact has the re¬ 
sources to obtain these drugs? 

Adherence to the treatment schedules 
that are necessary is a formidable task. 
Many of the peoples infected with HIV face 
other serious life issues. It is one thing for a 
physician to prescribe a drug, it’s quite an¬ 
other for the patient to obtain the drug and 
take it as directed. 

Antiretroviral therapy costs between 


$15,000 and $20,000 a year. Every study to 
date indicates that infected individuals may 
need to remain on therapy for life. Since 
many health policies and government pro¬ 
grams mandate that they stop providing 
benefits after either a certain time period 
such as five years, or after a certain dollar 
amount, how can we be certain that all in¬ 
fected individuals will have the insurance 
benefits to continue to receive therapy for 
life? 

Now that many AIDS patients feel 
better, many wish to return to work. 

They may, however, not be able Jo 
work a 40-hour week, and often 
they do not wish to return to the 
job they previously held. Many pa¬ 
tients know that their employer 
cannot fire them as long as they re¬ 
ceive disability benefits; but 
when they Teturn to 
work, they may face the 
prospect of being trans¬ 
ferred to some inhos¬ 
pitable location or assignment. Their pre¬ 
dicted resignation would then result in a 
termination of their healthcare insurance 
and their option to return to disability if 
their antiretroviral treatment were to fail. 

Finally, with the introduction of effective 
combination antiretroviral therapy, many 
people have returned to behaviors includ¬ 
ing unprotected sex and substance abuse, 
which once again places them and their 
partners at high risk of infection with HIV. 
How, in the face of all of the treatment eu¬ 
phoria, do we maintain an effective pro¬ 
gram of prevention and education in our 
community? 

How must AIDS prevention and social 
science programs change as the demo¬ 
graphics of the epidemic shift increasingly 
to lower-income people, women, and peo¬ 
ple of color? How can we better integrate 
AIDS services with other health and social 
services, such as mental health, substance 


abuse, housing, and job training? 

These questions will not be easily an¬ 
swered. Mayor Willie Brown, however, has 
had the insight to understand that the ques¬ 
tions need to be clearly articulated, that ex¬ 
perts and community activists need to 
begin to debate these issues, and that once 
again, San Francisco has the unique oppor¬ 
tunity of providing answers not only for our 
own citizens, but for the nation'. 

The Mayor’s AIDS Summit - to be held 
at the Masonic Auditorium on Tuesday, 
January 27 - is not, therefore, another pro¬ 
gram to talk about the new treatments. 

Rather, it is a policy program to talk 
about the implications of the new 
treatment. This is a unique op¬ 
portunity to provide policy ad¬ 
vice to the city about how to 
deal with HIV/AIDS now. 
There will be broad rep¬ 
resentation from the 
community. The Mayor 
is inviting health policy 
experts, AIDS physicians and researchers, 
community-based organization leaders and 
patients and their advocates, as well as po¬ 
lice officers, religious leaders, business and 
labor leaders, and other concerned people 
from around the country. This is an oppor¬ 
tunity for everyone to participate in defin¬ 
ing policies that will directly impact our 
community well into the 21st century. 

This is the beginning of chapter two. 
Don’t miss it. 

The Summit is open to the public and is 
free. Prior registration is required. To regis¬ 
ter, call (415) 554-6657. ▼ 


Drs. Conant and Coates co-chair the 
Mayor’s AIDS Summit Committee. Dr. 
Coates is the Director of the AIDS 
Research Institute, University of 
California Medical Center, San 
Francisco. 
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Be careful out there 

An open letter to anyone in the gay community: 

I am a 23-year-old lesbian who works in the Cas¬ 
tro. I have always felt very safe and among friends, 
even when I went out at night. A very traumatic event 
occurred one night while I was out at a gay bar (I will 
withhold their name, because it is not their fault - 
they have good security, bouncers, and wonderful 
bartenders), and I feel it is important to share my ex¬ 
perience so everyone knows what is going on in our 
safe areas. I left my drink unattended for two min¬ 
utes, and in that time someone slipped a date-rape 
drug in it. I had only had two beers prior to this drink, 
certainly not enough to make me drunk. I remember 
dancing, and lights, and feeling very fuzzy, and that is 
all. The next thing 1 remember is waking up with my 
own blood all over me and severe pain in my lower 
abdomen and genital area. I cleaned up and left in a 
frenzy, and called my girlfriend, who drove me to the 
emergency room. The doctors say I was repeatedly 
raped, and lab results show a common date-rape drug 
in my system. I have no memory of the night, other 
than waking up in my own worst nightmare. 

I write this letter to warn others that even in a gay 
bar, even in our community, these things are hap¬ 
pening. It is the worst thing I have ever had to deal 
with. Please, don’t leave your drinks unattended! 
Don’t accept a drink from a stranger! The person who 
did this is still out there - the police have a few leads, 
but since I have no memory of the incident, it is dif¬ 
ficult to prosecute. I don’t know if it was a 
man or a woman, or where it happened, or 
why it happened to me. The physical pain 
is almost gone, but the emotional pain 
will be in me for a long time. I urge my 
friends, co-workers, everyone - male and 
female, gay, straight, whatever - be care¬ 
ful. We are not safe, even in our own 
gay bars and community. This is 
painful for me to write, but if it stops 
just one person from getting sexually as¬ 
saulted, it is well worth it. 

Name withheld by request 
San Francisco 

Mediocre Victorian 

At the site of the new GLBT Community Center, 
there should be a building that celebrates the history, 
hopes, dreams, spirit, and essence of the GLBT com¬ 
munity. It should be as innovative, creative, and beau¬ 
tiful as the community itself. The Fallon building 
does none of this. 

The Fallon building in no way reflects the history, 
essence or vision of the GLBT community. Architec¬ 
turally, it is a mediocre example of Victorian Archi¬ 
tecture. Better examples already exist in the city, with 
their historical context in place. 

The GLBT Center should be for, by, and about the 
GLBT community. If the city wants to help, it should 
do so by funding the design fees for an outstanding 
gay architect (LBorT). San Francisco has been, and is 
still the leader, worldwide, of the GLBT revolution. 
Our building should reflect nothing less. It should be 
architecturally significant around the world, and as 
beautiful as the GLBT community. 

Thanks for your ear. 

Walt S. Chambers, architectural designer 
San Francisco 

Surviving prostrate cancer 

Regarding Edward Van Egri’s letter dated 1/8/98 
about P.S.A. test for Prostate Cancer, I would like to 
recommend the Transrectal Ultrasonography (TRUS) 
test to verify the results of the P.S.A. test. Also, the 
TRUS test help to decide whether a biopsy should be 
performed. 

Today in America, every 13 minutes another 
American male dies of Prostate Cancer, and every 3 
minutes a new case is diagnosed. One third of men 
over 50 years have microscopic Prostate tumor. How¬ 
ever, Prostate Cancer can often be treated successful¬ 
ly when found early. 

My name is David Jones, President and CEO of 
Prostate Cancer Resource, a nonprofit tax-exempt 
charitable organization which provides information, 
education and counseling in order to remove the stig¬ 
ma associated with Prostate Cancer. 

Information is a key to survival. Prostate Cancer 
Resource is proud to announce our Crusade Against 
Prostate Cancer with a ‘Ride For Life’ event in San 
Francisco on March 29,1998 to fund a 24-hour tele¬ 
phone information service providing confidential, 
personalized attention to each caller with informa¬ 
tion on screening and early detection, diagnoses, cur¬ 
rent treatment options, and research studies and ad¬ 
vances. This 24-hour information service will be the 
first in California and would help save lives. 

For more information, please call our nationwide 
toll free number, 1-888-983-7833. 

David Jones 

President and CEO, Prostrate Cancer Resource 

Vallejo, CA 



SFAF on the phone 

A week before Christmas, I got a call from the San 
Francisco AIDS Foundation, searching (as ever) for 
more donations. I’ve donated to them anywhere from 
one to four times a year for the past several, and 
they’re only one of several groups to whom I donate. 
(Note: I have no opinion on the Michael Petrelis/Pat 
Christen flap.) 

After telling me that SFAF has helped 130,000 peo¬ 
ple this last year - hmm, that’s one person in five for 
the city of San Francisco, or probably one in 25 or so 
for the entire Bay Area; it’s more likely 130,000 sepa¬ 
rate incidents of “help” rather than individuals helped 
- the phone person launched into his pitch. 

“It’s the end of the year, lots of homeless people, 
blah blah blah. Can you give $250? No? Well, we don’t 
know until we ask.” Funny, $250 is five times what I 
ever gave before. If I agree to $250, will they be asking 
for a minimum of $1,000 next time? 

“Can we get you to give at least what you did last 
time, $55?” Um, well, maybe. (A later look at my 
check register reveals that my last donation to them - 
which cleared at least two weeks before the call - was 
less than $55. They lied, um, were mistaken.) Put me 
down for $45,1 said. (Making it an even $100 for the 
quarter, if they had been being truthful.) 

' “Good, can we put that on your Visa or Master- 
Card? We take American Express and Discover.” Vi¬ 
sions of 20% fees on top of the $45 come floating 
along. No, just send me a reminder envelope, I say. 
‘That’s really expensive for us. We’d rather 
just put it on your card.” Um, no. “Do you 
|( have a debit card? We could use that. Are 
you concerned about the security issue?” 

No, just send me a reminder envelope, 

I say. “Okay. You’ll get this back to us by 
the 1st?” Only if it arrives in time, I tell 
him. “It will go out in tomorrow’s mail.” 
I’ll try. 

“We really need it by the 1st. We’re 
doing our budget for next year, and we 
need to know how much we can spend.” Funny, I 
thought my money was to go to help homeless this 
year. That’s what he implied at the start of the call. 
And further, SFAF desperately needs my piddly $45 
to do up their budget to serve 130,000 people? I don’t 
really think it’s going to make that much difference in 
a budget of multiple millions. I’ll try, I say again. 

“We really need it by the 1st.” (Money grubber, I 
think.) If “I’ll try” isn’t good enough, maybe you 
should put me down for nothing, I say. That pretty 
much ended the conversation, and I hung up (polite- ' 
ly) shortly thereafter. 

Nothing showed up by when I left for the holidays, 
and nothing has since then, either; I guess I was put 
down for “nothing.” If a reminder note does arrive, 
I’ll make the donation - because I promised. But 
never again to SFAF (by phone, mail, or Santa Claus 
on the street corner), and never to any telephone do¬ 
nation seeker who pushes for orders of magnitude 
more than I’ve donated in the past, or lies to me about 
my recent donations, or pushes to have me use my 
credit card, or pushes me about a payment deadline, 
or urges me to donate via a method I don’t want to 
use. I make these donations because I want to; I will 
not be guilted into it. 

(Additionally: if I paid by credit card, they would 
get the money faster, but they would lose out in the 
long run because, gee, I wouldn’t be able to send in a 
donation matching form from the company I work 
for. Is $45 tomorrow better than $45 in a couple 
weeks and another $45 in a couple months?) 

Jim Drew 
San Mateo, CA 

Sunshine or eternal darkness 

Re: “Sunshine is good for all.” 

I, Velma, Queen of all witches, do declare as of this 
date forward (January 15, 1998) all those who have 
jumped on the AIDS bandwagon for their own ill- 
gotten gains shall be cursed and shall look forward, 
henceforth, to only the dark of eternal torment. 

Velma, Queen of all witches 
San Francisco 

Wolf call: Boycott A0L 

Because of AOL’s cooperation with the US Navy 
in releasing private information regarding Timothy 
R. McVeigh’s AOL profile, I am canceling my service 
with AOL. I also strongly encourage anyone else con¬ 
cerned with AOL’s actions to also cancel and let them 
know why. 

To make this as convenient for you as possible, 
may I recommend hooked.net or wenet.net as very 
reliable for not a lot of money, and bigger.net pro¬ 
vides free Internet service with unlimited e-mails for 
only $10 a year. They can be contacted at www.big- 
gernet.com. 

Please consider this carefully. Our rights are not 
yet secured, and inaction is the same as approval. 
Please tell your friends. 

Wolf Mirasol 
San Francisco 


A TRADITIONAL APPROACH TO PSYCHOLGICAL & SPIRITUAL HEALING 



Rodney Karr, Ph.D. 

Licensed Psychologist #PSY6906 


Transpersonal Jungian 
Therapy for Individuals, 
Couples & Groups 

• Over 25 Years Experience 

• Offices in San Francisco & the East Bay 

• Affordable, Sliding Fee Scale 

• Jungian/Shamanic Groups Now Forming 


415 - 931-1934 


, V I 41 : I: 

HOUSER CHIROPRACTIC OFFICE 

AVAILABLE 24 HOURS: $R EMERGENCY CHIROPRACTIC OR MASSAGE 

Lowest Cosi^iightft Quality Service s 

470 Castro Street, Ste. 205, Sas Francisco, CA 94114 : 

(415) 552-9300 • www.citysearcb.com/sfe/A8iaiercbiroofc 

V. , d ' - £ 

Dr. Lowell Houser Glenn Schmoll f 

Chiropractor / Reiki/Massage Therapist s 

“Prime Minister ef Castro” “The Stars reach for me!” ^ 


Serious 
matters need 

a serious 
lawyer. 


Wills and probate 
Family law 
Criminal offenses 
Personal injury 
Barry Schneider 
Attorney at Law 
400 Montgomery St. 
Suite 505 
San Francisco 
(415) 781-6500 


' ALL COMMERCIAL LINES • HOMEOWNERS & APARTMENTS < 


Schmidt & Schmidt 

INSURANCE 

Since 1970 • We do it all! 

582 Market Street, 18th Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
(415) 981-3915 
Fax (415) 392-2069 
Palm Springs • (760) 479-5558 
Los Angeles • (213) 669-1608 
California Toll Free (800) 479-5558 

Broker Lie. # FB0399067 


EARTHQUAKE • CRIME • ESTATE PLANNING • TRAVEL < 



California State Licensed Registered Electrologist • 17 Years Experience 
Instructor of Electrology (Calif, state licensed) Certified in Advanced Body Technique 

Located in a private medical suite at 
4128 18th Street @ Castro - San Francisco, CA 94114 


Electrolysis 

(Permanent Hair Removal) 
For the Discerning Male 

Safe ■ Comfortable ■ Effective 

Feel confident that your body and personal 
areas are clear, clean and smooth. 

Randall Stephens, R.E. 

By Appointment Only 
Tel. (415) 675-0255 
Fax: (415) 626-2590 www.»toctrok>gy.com 


Personal Injury 
Medical Malpractice 
Discrimination 
Relationship Agreements 
Wrongful Eviction 
Wills & Estate Planning 


FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


Boone Callaway 


Carl Wolf 
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BANKjSR 


•Relocation Specialist 
•Income Property 
•1031 Exchanges 
•First Time Buyers 
•Probate Sales 
•Estate Liquidation 



415 . 621.4114 


Jim Laufenberg Kean Brewer 


Realtors 



Dr. Christopher Amore 

CHIROPRACTOR 

CERTIFIED CHIROPRACTIC SPORTS PRACTITIONER 

• Neck and Back Pain • 

• Auto Injuries • Whiplash • 

• Sports Injuries • Work Injuries • 

Massage therapy available 
4411 Geary Blvd., Suite 100, S.F. 
751-BACK 751-2225 

• Open until 7 p.m. • Open Saturday • 



VISIT OUR FACTORY SHOWROOM JUST SOUTH OF SAN FRANCISCO 
285 Industrial Way in Brisbane - Open Mon-Sat 9-5 
Call for Directions or Free Brochure - (415) 822-0184 


Affordable Bankruptcy 

Richard Lacava, Attorney at Law 

Free Consultations 

Chapter 7 & 13 Bankruptcy 

Evening & Weekend Appointments Available 

Convenient Mission/Castro Office 

Call 415. 282. 8960 


Patented 
Wallbed System 

• No Bolting to the Floor 
• All Sizes Available 
ALSO: 

• Platform Storage Beds 

• Closet Systems 

• Armoires 
• Desks 

• Dressers 
ALL WOOD 

No Particle Board 

• Birch • Maple • Oak 

• Teak • Walnut 

by MARCH Enterprises, Inc 


Platform Storage Beds from $199 
Wallbeds from $1,099 
Wallbed Groups (asshown) from $2,499 


IMIife. 


Breakfast 

Lunch 

Dinner 

Brunch 

♦ 

Wed-Sun 

♦ 

Noe Valley 
4123 24th St. 

(at Castro) 
285-5598 


United employee’s perspective 

As a long-term employee of United Airlines, it is 
difficult for me to appreciate the comments of Jimmy 
White from the Gay Men’s Chorus regarding the do¬ 
mestic partner benefits issue currently under litiga¬ 
tion between our city and the Air Transport Associa¬ 
tion (ATA). After reading White’s lengthy remarks in 
your December 25th edition, I would like to share a 
different view with your readers. 

It is my understanding that United Airlines led city 
representatives to believe that domestic partner ben¬ 
efits would be addressed in an appropriate and satis¬ 
factory manner shortly following the last airport lease 
negotiation. Perhaps the question should have been 
asked: Appropriate and satisfactory to whom? 

I think it is fair to say the company’s action, 
through the ATA, demonstrated quite an opposite 
tactic from what city representatives anticipated. Fur¬ 
ther, it is my distinct impression that United provid¬ 
ed the impetus for the ATA to take legal action against 
the city in the first place. 

Mr. White uses the expression “show me the 
money” with regard to the cash required to support 
his recreational organization, implying -1 guess - that 
compromises must be made in accepting donations. 
White also rejoices over the free airline tickets given to 
his group. With regard to the gifts his' organization 
has received, let me repeat something Bette Davis 
might have said as the character Margo Channing: 
“How nice for you, Eve!” It seems to me that for any 
organization to be principled, there is often a price to 
pay... draw your own conclusion there. 

Speaking of money and pay, let’s consider what 
domestic partner benefits represent beyond the philo¬ 
sophical concept of fairness and respect. Equity is a 
more practical word. Domestic partner benefits en¬ 
compass issues of insurance coverage, survival bene¬ 
fits, and something as basic as a partner’s flight pass 
charges - take San Francisco/Sydney, for example: Is 
it fair that one employee’s “partner” (eligible for the 
“companion” fare only) must pay approximately $150 
above and beyond what another employee pays for 
their “spouse” on the exact same round-trip flights in 
the same class of service? Unlike the San Francisco 
Gay Men’s Chorus, United employees aren’t getting 
any free tickets, and one’s “companion” partner must 
pay a lot more than a “spouse” to use a day-to-day 
benefit. What’s fair about that? $Cha-ching$. 

Mr. White references a gay employee organization 
in his comments. I am aware of only one such orga¬ 
nization at United, which, in the opinion of many, 
should not claim to represent any more than it really 
does: a tiny group of non-union employees, most of 
whom reside in Los Angeles: Whoopee! 

One union leader believes what will most influ¬ 
ence a change in domestic partner policy at United 
and all the airlines is the tide of public opinion. 
Therefore, vocal patrons should be sure to write a let¬ 
ter to their airline from time to time referencing their 
status as a (valued) customer or Frequent Flyer. My 
friends and I appreciate your expressed support for 
the larger issue of equal treatment for all employees in 
the workplace. 

Name withheld by request 
San Francisco 

Sacrificing animals 

If you can’t make an intelligible rebuttal to the an¬ 
imal rights people, then just hold your tongue. Your 
so-called rebuttals are bereft of any cognitive content. 
Maybe we humans have a right to lord it over the rest 
of the animal kingdom, sacrificing them to our high¬ 
er purposes, but then you need to make the hard ar¬ 
guments as to why we have that right, if in fact we do. 

Does our greater intelligence ( B.A.R. editors ex¬ 
cepted) give us the right to sacrifice the lower animals 
for our ends, or do we have special obligations to treat 
these animals in a more humane precisely because we 
possess the greater insight to do so? Better watch the 
implications of that Social Darwinist reasoning, be¬ 
cause it might come back to bite you in the ass on 
other issues. Fur coats, factory farming, trapping, cos¬ 
metic testing and testing for diseases are not equal is¬ 
sues as I see it. Some may have considerable merit and 
are things we could do now. Clothing, dietary changes 
(not incidentally related to diseases that kill many 
more people than AIDS), elimination of the “sport” of 
hunting, etc., are things that we can start to change 
now. The case of lab testing can be dealt with in more 
stages (assuming some of the claims that you make 
in its behalf are true). Your claim that people don’t 
have the right to advocate the termination of animal 
torture & killing (let’s call it what it is) begs the ques¬ 
tion you seek to resolve by your arbitrary fiat. It’s too 
bad you’re “weary” of the subject, but I guess millions 
of animals are weary of being tortured and killed. 

Your stupidity a few months back of claiming that 
only hundreds of millions of animals instead of bil¬ 
lions are being killed reminds me of the Holocaust 
Revisionists who claim that only 1 or 2 million Jews 
instead of 6 million were killed by the Germans in 
WW2. To which my response is, so what? 

Michael P. Hardesty 
Oakland, CA 


PWA treatment in prison 

I’m in prison at the California State Prison - Cor¬ 
coran, and I’m hoping the B.A.R. can help me and my 
fellow HIV/AIDS-positive inmates out somehow. 

You see, this prison I’m in is a hellhole with no 
compare! Prisoners with HIV/AIDS are treated in a 
despicable manner by the staff and the administra¬ 
tion here, and it is getting worse every day. There are 
approximately 175 HIV-positive inmates living in one 
building (3A03), and we are screwed in one way or 
another every time we turn around! People who are 
taking protease inhibitors have to practically beg to 
get their medications on time, because they are only 
given a seven-day supply at a time, and it is not un¬ 
usual for the pharmacy to deliver the medications one 
or two days late. As anyone with any common sense 
knows, that causes resistance! 

The doctors that we see are not HIV specialists, 
and therefore they are not aware of our special needs 
and sometimes prescribe medications that have bad 
interactions with each other. Another serious prob¬ 
lem with the doctors here is that they are very, very 
slow to prescribe pain medications. At other prisons 
(such as Vacaville-CMF and CMC-East San Louis 
Obispo), patients have no problem getting their pain 
treated, because the doctors there are HIV specialists 
and understand that HIV/AIDS causes many compli¬ 
cations and opportunistic infections which are se¬ 
verely painful and warrant serious pain medications. 
There are a multitude of other problems for PWAs 
here at Corcoran which are detrimental to our over¬ 
all health. Men’s lives are possibly being threatened by 
the negligence and utter contempt with which we are 
treated at all times day in and day out. I fervently 
hope that B.A.R. decides to print this letter, and that 
someone/anyone out there who reads it will decide to 
try and help us in some form or fashion. Thank you. 

Kevin Dean 

California State Prison - Corcoran 

A fare deal 

It was good to see your editorial on what passes 
for cab “service” here in San Francisco [“Death and 
Taxis,” January 15]. In passing, someone should refer 
to how cabbies demand every penny of the fare, but 
never are willing to give change under a dollar, how 
meters are never turned off when the cab pulls to a 
stop, and how additional fares are demanded at every 
opportunity. 

John Frederic Millen 
San Francisco 

Secret shame 

I am responding to Victoria Secret’s Jan. 8 letter 
regarding an article in the ETVC Newsletter written 
by Sandra Brewer. I was appalled by the vitriolic na¬ 
ture of Secret’s criticism. Since many ETVC members 
read the B.A.R., as a former representative and 
Newsletter editor for the group, I felt compelled to 
comment. Although Secret quoted the 2-character di¬ 
alogue from the sit-com Brewer reviewed, the reply, “I 
didn’t say that” was given short shrift. It was a snap¬ 
py comeback to the first, which I agree was homo- 
phobic. However, Brewer’s own comments about the 
cross-dresser “being portrayed as a responsible mem¬ 
ber of society” and “public acceptance replacing 
ridicule” addressed transphobia, not sexual orienta¬ 
tion. Since many trans- or drag characters are often 
portrayed as less than positive (hookers, criminals, 
deranged killers),.Brewer was noting a positive por¬ 
trayal. The fact that gender presentation and sexual 
orientation are separate issues but are often merged 
by an ignorant public can be basis for trans- and ho¬ 
mophobia. Since the majority of men who don dress¬ 
es are straight (75% or more), and the majority of gay 
men do not participate in drag, homophobia has be¬ 
come a reality that many groups must face. Although 
Secret may not have known that Brewer is post op, 
living 24/7 as a woman, to put her name in quotes 
seemed rather mean-spirited. 

Secret went on to dis the straight cross-dresser 
who “prefers to prance around S.F. one night a 
month, patronizing businesses... operated by gay peo¬ 
ple who are not “normal” or “responsible”... Interest¬ 
ing, since Secret is herself a straight cross-dresser pa¬ 
tronizing gay businesses in order to cocktail waitress 
in drag. Perhaps the lady doth protest too much. In¬ 
voking Ginny Knuth’s name after her recent passing 
was a cheap shot. However, Secret need not worry 
about Ginny’s networking work being for naught, as 
a large'crowd of truly diverse people turned out on a 
rainy weeknight at Marlena’s last month to remem¬ 
ber her and renew old friendships. 

My advice to Victoria is to read articles more care¬ 
fully before being so critical, and then do what gay, 
straight and trans folk who meet happily together at 
a popular SOMA nightclub are often seen doing, 
which breaks down barriers, misunderstandings and 
prejudice, i.e.,“Shut up and dance!” 

Francis Vavra 

Mr. ETVC 1994, "Lord of Illusion" to the Full Moon 
Court of Goth and Glamour 
Berkeley, CA 
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Burton’s back 


by Wayne Friday 


ohn Burton, then a young 
lawyer, was first elected to the 
California Assembly in 1964, 
along with another legislative 
freshman, Willie Brown Jr. Bur¬ 
ton was not known in Sacramen¬ 
to for much other than being a 
firebrand liberal with a nasty tem¬ 
per, having a tendency to shoot 
from the hip, and possessing a tal¬ 
ent for foul language. He, of 
course, was also known for 
being the younger broth¬ 
er of the powerful Rep¬ 
resentative Philip Bur¬ 
ton, and was thought by 
many to simply be a clog 
in the so-called “Bur¬ 
ton Machine”. 

After serving 10 
years in the 
Assembly, 

John Burton 
won a seat in 
Congress in 1974, always serving 
in the shadow of his older broth¬ 
er, Phil. After eight years in Con¬ 
gress, Burton hit bottom, addicted 
to both cocaine and alcohol. 
Things were so bad for the con¬ 
gressman that his own brother re¬ 
portedly ordered him to resign 
from Congress, his political career 
seemingly at an embarrassing 
end. 

Many of John Burton’s oldest 
friends and allies thought he was 
through, but Burton never gave 
up. He entered a lengthy rehabili¬ 
tation program, kicked coke and 
booze, and eventually won back 
his old Assembly seat in 1988. He 
was subsequently elected in 1996 
to the state senate seat long held 
by Milton Marks. 

Burton’s recent election to the 
powerful position of senate presi¬ 
dent pro tern is not a surprise to 
those who know him best. Even his 
political adversaries - and he has 
many - admit that the senator is 
loyal, a fighter, someone who knows 
the game better than most, and has 
a passion for San Francisco, the city 
he represents in Sacramento. 

I’ve followed John Burton’s ca¬ 
reer closely, but I don’t know him 
well, though we’ve met and spo¬ 
ken numerous times. I’ve usually 
found him to be aloof, although 
sometimes he’s come all the way 
across the room to say hello. 
Other times we’ve met face-to- 
face, and he can’t be bothered to 
speak. He is definitely not the 
backslapping politician that his 
late brother was, but insiders say 
he is every bit as smart and prob¬ 
ably just as productive. 

There can be no doubt that 


Burton’s rise to the state senate’s 
top position bodes well for 
Northern California in general 
and San Francisco in particular. 
Burton, who will formally take 
over the job next month, immedi¬ 
ately becomes the most powerful 
Democrat in state government, 
and second in Sacramento influ¬ 
ence only to the governor. 

The Bay Area Reporter could¬ 
n’t reach Senator Burton for com¬ 
ment, but Assemblywoman Car¬ 
ole Migden,a friend of Burton’s, 
told the B.A.R. that “in 
terms of San Francisco, 
John’s promotion is a 
stellar stroke for the 
city in terms of re¬ 
sources, as well as the 
fact that this assures 
our progressive values 
will be protected.” She 
added that 
“Senator Bur¬ 
ton has always 
been an un¬ 
shakable supporter of gay and les¬ 
bian issues, even on some issues 
that might make our straight 
friends wince. Without equivoca¬ 
tion, John is a great friend of our 
community, and I’m delighted 
he’s won this powerful position.” 

Burton, 65, a self-made mil¬ 
lionaire, is also known as a cham¬ 
pion of the elderly, poor, and dis¬ 
abled. Considered a heavyweight 
fundraiser, Burton can be expect¬ 
ed to play a major role in the state 
Democratic Party’s plan to retain 
control of the state Senate and As¬ 
sembly this year. 

Though often a critic of Re¬ 
publican Governor Pete Wilson, 
Burton told reporters this week 
that “I look forward to working 
with Governor Wilson.” Wilson, 
who has known Burton for 30 
years, welcomed him as the next 
senate leader and praised his in¬ 
tellect and work ethic. The gover¬ 
nor offered the hope that in his 
new post, Burton and he would 
work well together for the good of 
the state. Despite Burton’s record 
of combative partisanship during 
his three decades in politics, 
Sacramento Republicans said he 
can expect their support based on 
his reputation for fairness and 
keeping his word. 

Congratulations, Senator Bur¬ 
ton, on your promotion - and 
good luck! 

Politics and people 

I know former Supervisor 
Susan Leal and others meant 
well, but did you know that eight 
out of every ten motorists caught 
running a light in the city by those 
high-tech cameras are getting off 


scot-free? Many escape the $270 
fine because they don’t have a 
front license plate, so their car 
can’t be traced. In other cases, 
glare mars the image of the photo 
so the numbers are unreadable. 

In DC, more than one top 
GOP operative will tell you that 
House Speaker Newt Gingrich is 
very busy testing the presidential 
waters for 2000. 

Everyone’s favorite star, Eliza¬ 
beth Taylor, will receive the cov¬ 
eted Screen Actors Guild Life 
Achievement Award during the 
annual SAG awards to be televised 
March 8. Taylor, 65, will be hon¬ 
ored for both her acting and her 
AIDS activism. 

The late Representative Sonny 
Bono’s widow, Mary Bono, is ex¬ 
pected to enter the April 7 special 
election to fill her husband’s seat. 
Mrs. Bono is said by gay and les¬ 
bian activists in the Palm Springs 
area to be a “somewhat more 
moderate Republican” than her 
late husband. She’s also the early 
favorite to win the House post. 

Incidentally, of all the weird¬ 
ness at Bono’s funeral - and there 
was a lot - none surpassed Dan 
Quayle’s mangling of the English 
language irt front of news cam¬ 
eras. The former Veep apparently 
meant to call Bono “indefatiga¬ 
ble,” but wound up saying “in- 
defaggota ble.” It’s hard to tell 
which is more frightening: Mr. 
Potatoe Head, or his followers 
who seriously believe he is capa¬ 
ble of leading the Free World. 

Musical chairs: With San 
Diego Mayor Susan Golding out 
of the GOP U.S. senate contest, 
Northern California Representa¬ 
tive Frank Riggs (the guy who 
called in the authorities to dab 
pepper spray directly into logging 
protesters’ eyes) has announced 
he will seek the GOP nod for that 
contest. The popular Jackie 
Speier will run for state Senator 
Quentin Kopp’sseat. Former As¬ 
sembly GOP Leader Curt Pringle 
has entered the race for state trea¬ 
surer to succeed U.S. senate can¬ 
didate Matt Fong. Meanwhile, a 
political unknown, business¬ 
woman Noel Irwin-Hentschel, 
confirmed that she’ll seek the 
GOP nod for lieutenant governor 
- and the game goes on! 

It went practically unnoticed, 
but Democrat Gil Cedillio de¬ 
feated Republican Andrew Kim 
January 13 in a special Assembly 
election in the East Los Angeles 
46th District. 

In Providence, R.I., several 
teenage students told the state Task 
Force on Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual 
and Transgender Youth that teach¬ 
ers are ignoring state policies ban¬ 
ning harassment of gay students. 
One teen said the private school 
she attends has a list of lesbian stu¬ 
dents to “protect” other students. 

The first 1998 congressional 
race in the nation kicked off with 
a primary last week in the state’s 
22nd District, where Democrat 
Lois Capps lead the pack. Capp 
looks like a good bet to keep the 
seat for the Demos in the March 
10 runoff against right-winger 
Tom Bordonaro, the Republican. 

In Salt Lake City, Mayor Dee 
Dee Corradini says she will not 
veto the city council’s recent re¬ 
peal of a month-old ordinance 
prohibiting discrimination 
against gay city employees. 

The Quote of the Week is from 
the phoenix himself, John Burton: 
“I’ll have to work with Pete [Wil¬ 
son], and he’ll have to work with 
me. I got along with [former Gov¬ 
ernor] Ronald Reagan. As much 
as I used to needle him, he never 
took it seriously.” T 


DC for Dianne 



C alifornia's popular Sen. Feinstein confounded political prog¬ 
nosticators Jan. 19 when she announced that she would not 
run for governor of the Golden State. 




Stanley E. Ayers, D.D.S. 

(genera f & (j.osmetic 2)entiitry 


m Nitrous oxide available 
■ Proudly serving the lesbian & gay community 
■ Most insurance accepted: VISa/mc/AM fX 

www.sfdcntist.com 


450 Sutter #2320 San Francisco, CA 94108 415.397.2500 


i San Francisco 

dignity- 


Gay & Lesbian Catholics, 
Our Families & Friends 

Eucharist Every Sunday 5:30 p.m. 

Seventh Avenue Church 

1329 7th Ave. at Judah « 681-2491, 



Best Prices 

Hottest 

Fashions 


'IViAXMusciE 

^'Sports Nutrition^ 
V &L Apparel 


Osmo 


Whey 


Protein 


$25 


Exell 


Max 


Creatine/Protein Concentrate 


$57 


Osmo 


Androstene 


100 


Caps 


$27 


290 DIVISION 

SAN FRANCISCO 


Discover the new age 
of vintage decorating. 

Exclusive Showing. 
Premiering January 1998. 

SAN FRANCISCO FURNITURE CO. 
2900 Geary Blvd. (415) 751-4200 
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lilJJ 



Is Selling Your Life Insurance 
The Right Choice? 

Let us help you find out ... 

f* 



Viatical Settlement Consulting & Brokerage 


We explore financial alternatives for people 
living with a life-threatening illness — No fee to you ever! 

Experienced • Compassionate * Confidential 

Licensed in California — Offices in Sausalito 
Member, Viatical Association of America 


415.332.1444 or 800.905.0114 

Email: vsmagic@aol.com 
http://www.viaticalbroker.com 

“We Represent You, Not a Purchasing Company” 
— Carole Fiedler 



Victor A. Barcellona, DDS 

jd 


Cosmetic, Preventative & Restorative Dentistry 





Member, American College of Prosthodontists 

450 Sutter Street, Suite 1229 
(415) 982-2250 


MOST INSURANCE AND CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 





Refill your prescription. 

Change your hair appointment. 

Transfer money. 

While you’re out on errands. 


TIME TO CALL ON Rainbow Wireless 


rainbow 

■aiTtaia 


2354 Market Street, San Francisco 
415-431-8222 

Between Under One Roof & Streetlight Records. 
Above The Leather Zone 

www.unwlredcom.com • e-mail lnfo@unwiredcom.com 

RAINBOW WIRELESS IS AN UNWIRED COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY. 

YOUR PURCHASE FROM RAINBOW WIRELESS MAKES POSSIBLE A DONATION TO THE FIGHT AGAINST HIV & AIDS, 
THE BATTLE AGAINST BREAST CANCER, AND DEFENDING THE RIGHTS OF OUR COMMUNITY. 
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MOTOROLA 

Authorized CeUvltr Do#* 



C oach Kim Moeller (center) maps out a play for the LYRIC young women's basketball team, nick¬ 
named "Fruit." The team's next game is Thursday, Jan. 29. A LYRIC softball team for young 
women is now forming. Call Carla at 703-6150 ext. 12 for more information. 


Bargain counter culture 


by Beth Elliott 


great Lenny Bruce riff runs 
through my mind these 
days amidst all the argu¬ 
ments over what constitutes gay 
culture and how fiercely we must 
pledge our allegiance thereto: “I’m 
just like everyone else - I want to 
be a nonconformist, too!” When I 
read the alarms over a supposed 
danger to The Gay Way of Life 
from people arguing for a more 
prudent, less reflex approach to 
casual sex among gay men, it oc¬ 
curs to me that some people want 
to make being a nonconformist 
mandatory. 

There’s an obvious question 
here: what the hell does this issue 
have to do with moi, a lesbian? 
That’s actually a very pertinent- 
or impertinent - question: in 
today’s brave, new pan-queer 
world, we’re all - all meaning any¬ 
one vaguely gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgender, or unsure - sup¬ 
posed to consider ourselves as 
having one culture, a culture un¬ 
mistakably distinct from the het¬ 
erosexual and comfortably gen¬ 
dered mainstream. We’re not only 
supposed to consider ourselves 
innately different from “them,” 
we’re supposed to get our sense of 
who we are from that difference. 
Each of us is supposed to identify 
with anything any one of “us” 
does to be different, and consider 
their actions a promotion of our 
values. 

At least that’s what Victoria 
Brownsworth pretty much said in 
this paper recently, as she com¬ 
plained about “neoconservative” 
gay commentators daring to write 
about where and how (and how 
happily) lesbians and gay men 
might actually fit into the main¬ 
stream instead of holding out for 
a counterculture status and iden¬ 
tity. Her essay was “You WILL be a 
nonconformist, or else” writ large, 
eh? 

Typifying the opposite ap¬ 
proach - the “I’m expressing my 
individuality by being like the 
mainstream” approach? - was 
David Dalton of the Examiner. In 
a major op-ed piece, he took Sex 
Panic to task for promoting “the 
idea that higher quality sex [i.e., 
unsafe anal sex] is worth dying 
for, and that life after 40 is so 
worthless that one might as well 
have better sex and die young.” 

I don’t think someone asking 


whether Sex Panic has over¬ 
stepped the boundaries of the 
right to individual opinion (much 
less sanity) is selling out his com¬ 
munity. I think Dalton’s asking a 
damned good question, especially 
in the context of infection rates 
among gay men in this city failing 
to decline over the past three 
years. There’s another question 
those involved might want to 
think about in depth before it 
gets asked outside the com¬ 
munity: you insist you must 
be able to have (promiscu¬ 
ous) sex without protection 
or your lives as gay men are 
meaningless, then you want 
the taxpayers to sub¬ 
sidize your “mean¬ 
ing” with ten grand 
worth of HIV 
medicines an¬ 
nually? Ya 
know, I think 
selling that 
one’s going to be a toughie, Pil¬ 
grim. 

More to the point, here are the 
questions I keep asking myself: 
just how is all this “crisis” over 
whether gay men can have all the 
carefree sex they want of any rele¬ 
vance to me as a lesbian? What in 
the world does worrying about 
and debating this have to do with 
my “culture?” What makes my 
dating and deciding whether to be 
sexually intimate in the context of 
actual or potential relationships a 
kind of disloyalty, or an attempt 
to prove mainstream credentials? 
And whom do I have to please 
when I date - myself or my “com¬ 
munity” and its politics? 

During the recent holiday sea¬ 
son, from Thanksgiving through 
New Year’s, I socialized in “mixed” 
groups: either mostly lesbian 
gatherings with the hostesses’ 
straight friends invited along, or 
gatherings of straight people and 
a few lesbians, where people were 
genuinely interested if there was a 
special woman I was seeing. I had 
fun. Lots of fun. 1 wanted to get 
away from any community (and 
its maintenance) and just be with 
good people. Even those wonder¬ 
ful gatherings of leather people 
had been organized along the 
simple principle of, who are the 
folks worth sharing the holidays 
with? 

And yet, as refreshing as I 
found being able to put “commu¬ 
nity” out of my mind and hang 
out as an individual valued as 


such, as much as I found a much 
lower “dip” quotient where people 
came together assuming good, 
fun, intelligent people would be 
culturally compatible regardless 
of sexuality, I experienced a won¬ 
derful affirmation of myself as a 
lesbian and the importance of my 
being a woman-loving woman to 
my sense of self. One way that 
came to me was through my real¬ 
ization that this so-called cri¬ 
sis around sex was a load of 
crap that had nothing to 
do with my sex life, cul¬ 
ture, or sense of personal 
meaning as a lesbian. 

Something else that 
outlined my core les¬ 
bian sensibility for me, 
and how distinct from 
generic “queer” 
that sensibility 
is, was reading 
Pat Califia’s 
new book on 
transgender politics. Specifically, 
it was reading the summation of 
Kate Bornstein’s “post-gender” 
philosophy, revisiting the Michi¬ 
gan Womyn’s Music Festival/ 
Camp Trans stare-down, and re¬ 
membering the survey showing 
an overwhelming majority of fes¬ 
tival-goers were open to having 
transsexual women among them 
at the festival as long as they’d had 
surgery. 

Pat was quoting the transgen¬ 
der politicos as saying MTFs 
should consider foregoing surgery 
and finding lovers who don’t 
mind their sexual partner having 
a penis - and the lesbians as say¬ 
ing we don’t care if you’ve had 
that pussy all your life or not, as 
long as we know your femaleness 
means as much to you as ours 
does to us. I’m reading all this, 
and I’m thinking, the position of 
the non-transphobic festival¬ 
going women is just plain com¬ 
mon sense. It’s just like my going 
to soak at Osento knowing every¬ 
one there will be a woman with 
female genitals, and that that’s 
part of the base comfort level. 
And I realized the point of view so 
obvious to me came from lesbian 
assumptions, desires and expecta¬ 
tions. 

It was good to know that be¬ 
neath all the cynicism and ennui 1 
too often feel about the lesbian 
community, or the larger alphabet 
soup community, there beats a 
lesbian heart no one can coerce. 
More on this next week. T 
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25 years ago this week: 

Texas lesbian creates Roe gain for women 


by David Bianco 


This week in gay history: Norma 
McCorvey, a lesbian from Texas, 
makes constitutional history in 
Roe v. Wade January 22, 1973. 

11 hen the U.S. Supreme 
Court handed down a 
decision establishing a 
woman’s constitutional right to 
terminate a pregnancy in Roe v. 
Wade on January 22,1973, only a 
few people knew the true identity 
of “Jane Roe,” the plaintiff in this 
historic and controversial case. 
Roe was, in fact, Norma 
McCorvey, a lesbian from 
Dallas. 

McCorvey was born 
Norma Leah Nelson in 
1947 to a working-class fam¬ 
ily. Ironically, her mother 
had wanted to abort 
her, which was illegal, 
but consulted the 
local back-room 
abortionist too late. Norma’s fa¬ 
ther deserted the family when she 
was a child, and the girl suffered 
physical abuse from her mother. 
Angry and unhappy, Norma ran 
away with a girlfriend when she 
was only 10, using money she 
stole from the gas station where 
she helped pump gas. 

At a motel in Oklahoma City, 
Norma and her friend had their 
first lesbian sexual experience. 
When they were picked up by po¬ 
lice several days later, Norma’s 
friend said Norma had forcibly 
sodomized her. Norma was sent 
to a girls’ reform school for that 
offense and for robbing the gas 
station. The reform school, Mc¬ 
Corvey later wrote in her mem¬ 
oirs, was more of a home than she 
had had with her own family. 

After her release at 15, Norma 
began working as a carhop at a 
drive-in restaurant. There she met 
Woody McCorvey, a smooth talk¬ 
er whom she married after a brief 
courtship. Their marriage proved 
almost as brief. When McCorvey 


told her husband she was preg¬ 
nant, he beat her up, and she left 
him to return home. 

Though it may seem like an 
unlikely time to come out as a les¬ 
bian, it was during her pregnancy 
that the 16-year-old McCorvey 
discovered a local lesbian bar and 
began to frequent it. She found a 
home within the lesbian and gay 
subculture of Dallas. Though she 
had several relationships with 
women, she also continued to 
have occasional sex with men. 
After the birth of her first daugh¬ 
ter, she came out to her mother 
and paid a price for her hon¬ 
esty - her mother was able 
to take her infant daughter 
away from her. 

When McCorvey be¬ 
came pregnant again 
after a week-long affair, 
she carried the baby to 
term, but gave it up 
for adoption. But it 
was Norma’s third 
pregnancy, from an¬ 
other casual fling, that made his¬ 
tory. That time, she sought out an 
abortion, but was unable to find a 
doctor to perform one. She tried 
unsuccessfully to abort with a 
homemade potion that made her 
sick. Finally, an attorney she con¬ 
sulted about adoption referred 
her to two young lawyers who 
would change her life - Sarah 
Weddington and Linda Coffee. 

Weddington and Coffee were 
feminists who wanted to build a 
case challenging Texas’s anti-abor¬ 
tion laws, with an eye to setting a 
precedent that might overturn all 
existing abortion laws. Weddington 
had a personal stake in such a case 
- she had had an unwanted preg¬ 
nancy when she was in law school 
and had an abortion in Mexico. In 
order to make their case, Wedding¬ 
ton and Coffee needed a pregnant 
woman who wanted an abortion. 
Enter Norma McCorvey. 

In February 1970, McCorvey 
was two-and-a-half months preg¬ 
nant and desperate. She saw the 
two attorneys as her last hope for 


an abortion. When McCorvey 
met with them, she was honest 
about her sexual orientation and 
saw the confusion on the women’s 
faces. Afraid they might not take 
on her case, McCorvey lied and 
told them she had been raped. Be¬ 
cause she was concerned that her 
lie would be discovered later on, 
McCorvey opted to use the pseu¬ 
donym “Jane Roe” for the trial. 

McCorvey didn’t understand 
the legal system, and Weddington 
and Coffee failed to tell their 
client that the suit would take too 
long to benefit her. By the time the 
case was tried and won, McCor¬ 
vey was six months pregnant. She 
put her third and last child up for 
adoption. After a period of de¬ 
spondency in which she tried to 
commit suicide, McCorvey met 
her life partner, Connie Gonzalez, 
and got a fresh start. 

Roe .v. Wade was appealed by 
the state of Texas and went all the 
way to the U.S. Supreme Court. 
By a vote of 7-2 in early 1973, the 
justices held that a woman’s right 
to an abortion was part of her 
constitutional right to privacy. It 
wasn’t until 1987 that McCorvey 
revealed herself as Jane Roe and 
admitted her lie about being 
raped. A made-for-TV movie 
starring Holly Hunter was made 
about her in 1989, but with her 
lesbian identity left out. 

After several years in the pub¬ 
lic eye, speaking out for abortion 
rights and writing a pro-choice 
memoir, McCorvey became a 
born-again Christian in 1995 and 
abruptly recanted her position on 
abortion. Since that time, she has 
been an outspoken advocate for 
Operation Rescue, the militant 
anti-abortion group. T 


David Bianco, M.A. is the 
author of Modern Jewish 
History for Everyone. He can 
be reached care of the Bay 
Area Reporter or at 
AriBianco@aol.com. For more 
Past Out, visit www.gay.net. 
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Attorney Sarah Weddington (center) greets Sen. Barbara Boxer at a Jan. 
20 Bay Area event celebrating the silver anniversary of Roe v. Wade. 
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What a difference a smile 

Dentistry By 

Jim P. Const, D.D 

Cosmetic • Preventive • 


450 Sutter Street. Suite 2133 

415-391-2559 


MC VISA AMEX & Most Insurance Accepted 



SoftLight 
laser hair 


removal. 


Safe. Gentle. First. 


And the only answer for all types of skin. 
With SoftLight, lasting freedom from 
unwanted hair can be yours. Call today 
for your complimentary consultation. 


: 

The Cline Clinic 


Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery 
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San Francisco 392-3333 
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BOW 

WOW 

MEOW 

Full Spectrum 
Home Pet Care Services 

( 415 ) 626-4860 

Emergency/After Hours 
Cellular (415) 314-9802 



William Gaeth 

Registered Veterinary 
Technician 


SPECIALIZING IN HOME NURSING & EMERGENCY TRANSPORT. 


DOG WALKING & PET SITTING AVAILABLE. 



REPORTER 



A Gentle Touch 


COMPREHENSIVE DENTISTRY 


120 Howard Street, Suite A 

San Francisco, CA 94105 _ 415 * 546*7990 




5264 Diamond Heights Boulevard 

415 - 920-6980 


LOOKING TO PUT YOUP 
BEST FACE FORWARD? 

Whether it’s wrinkles you'd like 
to eliminate or just a change in 
appearance you desire. 

Dr. Michael Echavez can help. 

BOARD CERTIFIED 
Specialist In: 

• Facial Plastic Surgery 

• Collagen • Chemical Peels 

• Hair Replacement Surgery 

• Laser Skin Resurfacing 


Glen Canyon Animal Hospital understands that your pet is a part of your 
family. That’s why we provide the individualized care you would expect 
for any member of your family. 

You’ll feel good knowing in a world of volume and bargain pet care. 
Glen Canyon Animal Hospital puts quality, service and your family 
above all else. 


We want to be your family practice. 


Chris Hummel, Jr., D.V.M. • Rich Spickard, D.V.M. 


Glen Canyon Animal Hospital 


MICHAEL 
ECHAVEZ. MD 



Facial Plastic 
& Recustrictive 
Soijeiy 


COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION WITH 
MENTION OF THIS AD 

Aesthetician available in office for facials 
waxing and skin care 

Evening appointments available 

490 Post Street, Suite 500 
San Francisco 
(415) 392-9800 


(/stalksto some of us 


by Don Romesburg, 
GLAAD/SF media resource 
center manager 


H1 he February edition of Us 
magazine features inter- 
1 views with the ojilspoken 
and increasingly articulate Anne 
Heche and the demure Nathan 
Lane. In the interview with 
Heche, she speaks of honesty, 
openness, and the reverse-inspi¬ 
ration of her heavily closeted 
minister father, who died in 
1983 from AIDS complica¬ 
tions. 

“If it weren’t for my 
father, I don’t think I 
would be so open. So 
that’s a huge blessing,” 
she says. “I think it’s 
somehow beautiful 
that because he died, 
because he was so un¬ 
willing to tell the truth, 

I got at a very young age [to] tell 
the truth, be who you are, there’s 
nothing more important.” 

On being the guinea pig for an 
openly lesbian movie star playing 
romantic leads, she says, “Being 
an actor, the fun is changing form, 
being able to portray the person 
you’ve never been. ... When 
someone says they’re nervous 
[about whether audiences will ac¬ 
cept a gay actress], I want to say, 
are you kidding? Don’t I change 
form for you?” 

Nathan Lane also has his own 
take on honesty around sexual 
orientation, noting that when 
Jason Alexander said he was “the 
First straight man to have played 
Buzz [in Love! Valour! Compas¬ 
sion!]” he said, “I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank 
him for clearing up that unsolved 
mystery that is my sexuality. I also 
said,‘Look, I’m 40, I’m single and 
I work in the musical theater - 
you do the math. What do you 
need, flashcards?”’ 

Later, in explaining why he is 
not more explicit about his sexu¬ 
al orientation, he says, “The trou¬ 
ble with [being explicit] to me is 
that it [implies] that if you’re gay, 
you were just letting your hair 
down and it wasn’t really a per¬ 
formance [to play a gay role].” 

Please thank Us for openly ex¬ 
ploring the role of sexual orienta¬ 
tion and the way audiences per¬ 
ceive it in the lives of these two 
talented performers. Also, thank 
Anne Heche for her openness and 
honesty about being lesbian in 
Hollywood. 

Contact: Barbara O'Dair, Edi¬ 
tor, Us Magazine; 1290 Avenue 
of the Americas, 2nd Floor, New 
York, NY 10104-0295, fax: 
212.767.8204, e-mail: 
letters@usmagazine.com; Anne 
Heche, c/o Huvane Baum Hall, 
8383 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 444, 
Beverly Hills, CA 90211, fax: 
213.782.9195 

ABC buries gay 
Nothing Sacred episode 

The critically acclaimed ABC 
program Nothing Sacred has 
found itself once again at the cen¬ 
ter of controversy, but this time 
because of an unaired episode 
about a gay priest with AIDS. A 
recent Los Angeles Times story (“Is 
a Priest with AIDS Too Sacred?”’ 
by Howard Rosenberg, January 9, 
1998) charges ABC with sup¬ 
pressing the episode, which 
chronicles the story of Father 
Jesse and his test of faith, depar¬ 
ture from the church, and eventu¬ 
al return to his congregation. In 
the end, Jesse finds the courage to 
come out to his poker buddies, a 


group of six priests (including the 
local monsignor) who begin each 
card game with the toast “to the 
last six celibate heterosexual 
priests in the Catholic Church.” 

Father Ray, long an outspoken 
supporter of addressing gay, les¬ 
bian, and AIDS issues in his own 
church, also faces the internalized 
homophobia of Jesse and the pain 
faced by gay and lesbian 
Catholics. On Ray’s desk sits an 
ordination class picture with X’s 
through the faces of class¬ 
mates lost to the church be¬ 
cause of the conflict be¬ 
tween their sexual ori¬ 
entation and church 
doctrine, or their death 
from AIDS. 

GLAAD represen¬ 
tatives had an oppor¬ 
tunity to see the un¬ 
aired episode, is 
shocked that ABC 
would refuse to air it, 
and questions the network’s moti¬ 
vations. “This episode, like the 
program in general, is compelling 
and honest and addresses real is¬ 
sues in the Catholic Church 
today,” said GLAAD Executive Di¬ 
rector Joan Garry. “ABC should 
allow its viewers to make their 
own decisions about the many 
challenging issues which this pro¬ 
gram presents. By burying this 
vital and powerful episode, ABC 
is sacrificing quality program¬ 
ming to the altar of radical reli¬ 
gious political correctness.” 

Urge ABC to air this program 
and not cave in to the fear of a 
vocal radical religious minority 
who prefers mandating their own 
view of reality to allowing viewers 
the opportunity to choose for 
themselves whether or not to view 
this kind of dramatic and honest 
portrayal of such an explosive 
issue. 

Contact: Jamie Tarses, Enter¬ 
tainment President, ABC, 2040 
Avenue of the Stars, Los Angeles, 
CA 90037, fax: 310.557.7679, 
e-mail: abcaudr@abc.com, or call 
ABC at 310.557.7777, and ask 
to be connected to their audience 
response line 

A Premiere proposal 
for Hollywood 

The February issue of Premiere 
features “The Wrong List,” a com¬ 
pelling call to the entertainment 
industry to stop just honoring 
those gay people in Hollywood 
who have died of AIDS, and start 
celebrating the living. 

Contributing writer Jesse 
Green starts, “Every November, 
here at Premiere, several of us get 
busy with our own ghoulish ritu¬ 
al: a look through the past year’s 
obituaries, in search of the dismal 
four-letter word [AIDS].” He says, 
“This year, the list seemed small 
enough to beg a different kind of 
response. To be sure, people con¬ 
tinue to stubbornly die. And these 
gay men whose lives have been re¬ 
duced to a few paragraphs played 
such a central role in the creation 
of mainstream American culture.” 
Now, though, “what emerges as 
Hollywood’s pink elephant is not 
how well the studios treat the 
dying in their midst, but how well 
they treated the truth of the liv¬ 
ing.” 

He discusses how earnest 
AIDS films are “numbingly didac¬ 
tic” like the early films that strug¬ 
gled to combat anti-Semitism and 
racism. “The whole project of 
AIDS movies was misbegotten. 
AIDS wasn’t the subject that 
needed exposure in films and tele¬ 
vision; gayness was,” he says. “As 
such, the salient comparisons 
weren’t to antiracist tracts like 



Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner, 
but to movies that came later and 
told multiple truths about black 
people. What the beleaguered 
ranks of Hollywood activists for¬ 
got was that gayness isn’t, mustn’t 
be, AIDS. ... It may be naive to 
ask how it happens that Ellen, a 
sitcom aired on a network owned 
by a film studio, manages to 
broadcast, week after week, 
groundbreaking stories about gay 
life that are more real - and more 
entertaining - than anything a 
movie has ever said on the sub¬ 
ject.” 

In summary, he says, “After six 
years of studying how dead gay 
people spent their lives diverting, 
alarming, creating America, I 
think we’ve been publishing the 
wrong damn list. We should pub¬ 
lish instead a list of everyone 
who’s left - all those gay men and 
women who won’t be dying soon 
- and let America deal with that.” 

Thank Premiere for this 
provocative call for Hollywood to 
openly celebrate the lives of les¬ 
bians and gay men in all their 
complexity. 

Contact: James B. Meigs, Edi- 
tor-in-Chief, Premiere , 1633 
Broadway, 41st Floor, New York, 
NY 10019-6708, fax: 
212.767.5450, e-mail: edit@pre- 
mieremag.com 

Harvard teaches gay 
past and present 

The January/February 1998 
edition of Harvard Magazine, the 
periodical for the school’s gradu¬ 
ates, featured an excellent cover 
story entitled, “Gay Like Me: In 8c 
Out of the Closet at Harvard, 
1653-1998.” Written by alumnus 
Andrew Tobias, it is a personal re¬ 
flection on his own transition 
from living in the closet, and in 
fear, to his new openness about 
his sexual orientation. 

In addition, the article looks at 
other people associated with the 
university over the years, dating 
back to 1653, when Michael Wig- 
glesworth struggled with his 
strong desires for other men and 
wrote about it in his diary. Tobias 
discusses the struggles some had 
in seeking counseling in the late 
1960s and early 1970s and finding 
little psychological support. 

Finally, the list of lesbian and 
gay Harvard alumni who have 
gone on to prominence in the 
struggle for civil rights and digni¬ 
ty for all gay people is impressive, 
including: U.S. Representative 
Barney Frank (D-Mass), Craig 
Davidson and Mike Valentini 
(who helped found GLAAD), 
California Assembly Speaker Pro 
Tern Sheila Kuehl, Kevin Jennings 
(founder of GLSEN), Martin Du- 
berman, Keith Boykin (head of 
the Black Gay and Lesbian Lead¬ 
ership Forum), and Alan Gilmour 
(the Ford Motor Co. vice presi¬ 
dent who came out recently). 

Please thank Harvard Maga¬ 
zine for recognizing the realities 
and triumphs of its lesbian and 
gay students and alumni. Also, 
write the editor of your own alma 
mater’s alumni publication and 
encourage them to include more 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans¬ 
gender content. 

Contact: Editor-in-Chief, Har¬ 
vard Magazine, 7 Ware Street, 
Cambridge, MA 02138, fax: 
617.495.0324. ▼ 


Contact GLAAD by e-mail at 
glaad@glaad.org or by phone 
at (415) 861-2244. Report 
defamation in the media by 
calling GLAAD’s Toll-Free 
Alert Line! 1-800-GAY-MEDIA . 
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MCC/SF ponders growth 

Annual meeting considers adding pastor 



by Vicky Kolakowski 


etropolitan Community 

|fjj Church of San Francisco 
will hold its annual con¬ 
gregational meeting this Sunday, 
January 25 at 1 p.m. In addition to 
the usual business of electing 
members of the board of directors 
and delegates to congregational 
meetings, the-church will make 
several decisions that will affect its 
staff, congregants, denomination, 
and the community. 

About 450 people are now eli¬ 
gible to vote at the meeting, which 
is itself a factor in the meetings 
importance. “MCC/SF is the 
largest it has ever been in mem¬ 
bership, attendance, and offer¬ 
ings, and it feels like the growth is 
continuing,” Reverend Jim Mitul- 
ski told the Bay Area Reporter. Mi- 
tulski has been senior pastor of 
the church for 12 years. 

That growth has placed a 
strain on the church’s facilities, 
which Mitulski believes are used 
at maximum capacity. As a result, 
the meeting will include discus¬ 
sions about options for both 
short-term and long-term re¬ 
sponses to the space crunch, in¬ 
cluding building renovations and 
the eventual possibility of moving 
to a larger building if short-term 
retrofits are not enough. 

Given the limited space avail¬ 
able in the Castro, would the 
church consider moving to an¬ 
other neighborhood in San Fran¬ 
cisco? “We are very committed to 
ministry in this neighborhood,” 
Mitulski told the B.A.R., “al¬ 
though our ministry extends 
throughout the Bay Area, from 
Santa Rosa to San Jose. We have a 
strong cultural identification with 
the Castro.” 

Before making long-term deci¬ 
sions, the church will be present¬ 
ed with the findings of focus 
group studies conducted this year. 

Penny and dollar issues 

The church will be making two 
other major decisions. The first is 


a proposal originally offered by 
Mitulski to call the Reverend 
Penny Nixon to the position of 
pastor of the church. Nixon has 
served as associate pastor of the 
church for the past two years. The 
proposal, which requires the sup¬ 
port of 80% of those voting, 
would grant her tenure and make 
her removable only by vote of the 
congregation. 

Mitulski feels that his proposal 
to call Nixon as pastor is more of a 
statement of commitment to a 
successful professional partner¬ 
ship than it is a promotion. “This 
is more of a recognition of how we 
already work together,” Mitulski 
said. “We don’t use titles anyway.” 

The move also signals a desire 
to demonstrate to the community 
what Mitulski calls “co-gendered 
leadership” at the church. “There 
are not a lot of models of this type 
of leadership of'gay men and les¬ 
bians,” Nixon told the B.A.R.. 
“This is good news to the com¬ 
munity.” The proposal would also 
provide more stability to the 
church, because either would re¬ 
main as pastor if the other left. As 
a result, the decision could have a 
lasting impact on the church. 

The other major decision to be 
made at the meeting is the passing 
of the congregation’s annual bud¬ 
get, which for the first time in¬ 
cludes denominational assess¬ 
ments below the mandated 15%. 


Refusal to pay the required assess¬ 
ments could lead to a confronta¬ 
tion with the denomination, 
which may choose to refuse to 
seat the church’s delegates at busi¬ 
ness meetings. 

Mitulski’s presentation of the 
budget proposal to other local 
church leaders on a regional MCC 
e-mail list resulted in a number of 
charges that the church was ques¬ 
tioning the value of affiliation 
with the denomination, which 
Mitulski denies. 

“We are trying to determine 
what we will send to an interna¬ 
tional organization we esteem,” 
Mitulski explained. “What we get 
from that organization has never 
been part of the discussion. We 
only look at what others get from 
our giving. 

“We are spending more and 
more money directly in the com¬ 
munity,” he said, citing the recent 
growth in direct ministry to the 
poor - such as feeding the home¬ 
less in the Castro and support of 
ministries in the Tenderloin - as 
requiring more of the church’s 
budget. “We believe that 10 per¬ 
cent is a reasonable sum,” Mituls¬ 
ki said. The church will also con¬ 
sider proposing a denomination¬ 
al by-law amendment to lower the 
assessments. 

While only members of the 
church are eligible to vote, every¬ 
one is welcome to attend the 
meeting. Mitulski views this 
openness as an example to other 
community organizations. 

“We are one of the largest gay 
and lesbian constituency organi¬ 
zations in San Francisco,” Mituls¬ 
ki said. “We believe that it’s im¬ 
portant for us to demonstrate to 
the community the importance of 
open meetings - our congrega¬ 
tional meetings are always open, 
as well as our board of directors 
meetings.” T 


The annual congregational 
meeting will be held at MCC of 
San Francisco, located at 150 
Eureka Street. The church’s 
number is (415) 863-4434. 



Holy iceberg: Philip Johnson's plan for the Dallas cathedral. 

MCC raises $62M for 
Johnson-designed cathedral 
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United Press International 


M embers have raised $6.2 
million to build a new 
cathedral in Dallas for 
what they call the largest lesbian 
and gay congregation in the world. 

Members of the Cathedral of 
Hope told a news conference Sun¬ 
day, January 18 that they are 
launching a national campaign to 
raise another $19 million to com¬ 
plete financing for the church 
being designed by famed architect 
Philip Johnson. 

Johnson has designed a sanc¬ 


tuary that resembles a soaring ice¬ 
berg 11 stories tall and two foot¬ 
ball fields long. Construction of 
the first phase, an office building, 
is expected to begin in May, with 
completion by January 2001. 

The Rev. Michael Piazza, the 
senior pastor, said the shape will 
remind viewers of ships, icebergs, 
mountains and crystals. He said, 
“It will evoke emotions and 
thoughts of protection, joy, hu¬ 
mility and love.” 

The Cathedral of Hope con¬ 
gregation numbers 3,000, and the 
current church holds only about 
800 people. ▼ 


TO HIV/AIDS INDIVIDUALS 


Selling your life insurance to anyone 
other than Dedicated Resources 
can be hazardous to your financial health. 


DEDICATED & RESOURCES 

800 . 677.5026 

Se Habla Espanol ▼ Licensed in California & Florida ▼ A Viatical Settlement Co. ▼ www.dedicatedresources.com 
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AEF to cut service 
to outlying counties 

But raise annual grant limit 



by Cynthia Laird 


Jt|| lients of the AIDS Emer- 
r gency Fund (AEF) who live 
I .. in San Francisco, Alameda, 
San Mateo, and Marin counties 
will continue to receive grants an¬ 
nually, but residents of Sonoma, 
Napa, Contra Costa, Santa Clara, 
Solano, and Santa Cruz counties 
will be discontinued on a condi¬ 
tional basis, effective February 1. 
AEF’s board of directors an¬ 
nounced the new policy January 
15 and said it was a direct result of 
feedback from last month’s meet¬ 
ing, when the organization went 
to the community for help. 

In another policy change, be¬ 
ginning March 1, people who are 
eligible for emergency financial 
assistance will see the maximum 
annual grant increase from $400 
to $450. 

AEF’s new president, Loren 
Berthelsen, and Ken Turner, vice 
president, said that services to 
people in the outlying counties 
were being stopped because data 
shows those counties provide vir¬ 
tually no income to AEF. The 
AIDS service organization (ASO), 
which began in San Francisco’s 
leather community with $6,500 
and 19 clients in 1982, last year 
provided $1.5 million in direct 
emergency financial assistance to 
about 4,000 people in 10 Bay Area 
counties. AEF has no paid execu¬ 
tive director, and just 9 percent of 
its annual budget goes to admin¬ 
istrative costs; 91 percent of the 
budget goes to direct client ser¬ 
vices. 

“At the public forum [Decem¬ 
ber 8], there was a strong feeling,” 
Turner told the B.A.R. “People 
wanted to keep the money in the 
counties where the money was 
coming from.” 


AEF will provide financial as¬ 
sistance in counties where annual 
projected revenue from that 
county equals or exceeds 65 per¬ 
cent of the total amount granted 
to benefit residents of that county 
in the previous year. AEF pledges 
to work in tandem with county 
officials, ASOs, and individuals in 
all the affected counties to locate 
and increase sources of local 
county revenue. The new policy 
will be continually reviewed, 
based upon available county rev¬ 
enue. 

“We have a moral commit¬ 
ment to provide emergency finan¬ 
cial assistance to as many clients 
as possible, but we must maintain 
the fiscal solvency of the agency in 
order to continue to serve any 
clients at all,” said Turner. 

The board feels especially bad 
about the decision to discontinue 


services to people living in Sono¬ 
ma County, but Turner said the 
action has already resulted in talks 
with officials there to see about 
raising private funds or perhaps 
getting some assistance from local 
government. About $120,000 was 
granted to people in that county 
last year. 

With the advance of new med¬ 
ical treatments that have resulted 
in many people living longer, AEF 
has seen a 16 percent increase in 
client load, but revenues have not 
kept pace. That led to a painful 
decision in March 1997, when the 
board reluctantly voted to reduce 
the amount of money it pays for 
rent, utilities, or other emergen¬ 
cies, from $500 to $400 per person 
per year. Turner and Berthelsen 
are particularly pleased the dollar 
amount will increase slightly this 
page 21 ► 


Pelosi to hold AIDS meeting 

Less Fed money adds to housing crunch 


by Cynthia Laird 


epresentative Nancy Pelosi 
(D-San Francisco) will be 
in town next Saturday, Jan¬ 
uary 31, to convene a community 
forum on HIV/AIDS. The con¬ 
gresswoman will address the fed¬ 
eral government’s commitment to 
HIV/AIDS research and preven¬ 
tion efforts as well as local impli¬ 
cations of federal programs and 
policies. The town hall meeting is 
free and open to the public. 

Pelosi’s office stated that in the 
current fiscal year, federal AIDS 
funding totals $3.4 billion. That 
figure includes $1.6 billion for 
AIDS research; $1.15 billion for the 
Ryan White CARE program; $634 
million for HIV prevention; and 
$204 million for AIDS housing. 

Locally, federal AIDS funding 
to San Francisco is estimated at 
$128.3 million for the current fis¬ 
cal year. The funds support re¬ 
search, housing, patient care, pre¬ 
vention, and drug assistance pro¬ 
grams. Earlier this month, the De¬ 
partment of Public Health’s AIDS 
Office announced that San Fran¬ 
cisco will be receiving $36.4 mil¬ 


lion in CARE Act money; that 
represents a slight reduction of 
about 2.2 percent from last year. 

The city did not do as well re¬ 
garding this year’s federal Hous¬ 
ing Opportunities for People 
With AIDS (HOPWA) program; 
Mark Dunlop, of the city’s Rede¬ 
velopment Commission, told the 
B.A.R. that funding was cut by ap¬ 
proximately 10 percent. It is not 
known how the HOPWA cut will 
affect the redevelopment agency’s 
plan to increase rental subsidies. 

Given the unique problems 
around housing that face people 
living with HIV/AIDS in San 
Francisco, the impact of this year’s 
HOPWA cuts and, to a lesser ex¬ 
tent, the slight reduction in CARE 
money should be a topic ad¬ 
dressed at the meeting. The city’s 
extremely low vacancy rate and 
the resulting high rents contribute 
to the AIDS housing crisis here. 

Thousands of people continue 
to languish on the city’s Housing 
Wait List (HWL), formerly called 
the Centralized Housing Infor¬ 
mation and Placement System 
(CHIPS), as they wait for the ap¬ 
propriate type of housing aid, 
whether it be a supportive pro¬ 


gram or rental subsidies. Derek 
Gordon, of the San Francisco 
AIDS Foundation (SFAF), which 
administers the HWL, said there 
are currently 3,153 people on the 
list who are actively looking or 
waiting for housing; that’s a slight 
decrease from April 1997, when 
the figure was 3,200. 

Some of the other areas Pelosi 
hopes to discuss at the San Fran¬ 
cisco meeting include new chal¬ 
lenges related to access to combi¬ 
nation drug therapies, and the 
controversy over some prevention 
initiatives, most notably needle 
exchange. Pelosi, who is facing re- 
election this year, is also expected 
to talk about the recognition of 
the urgency for research for a cure 
and a vaccine for the virus. ▼ 


The town hall meeting starts at 
10 a.m. at Everett Middle 
School, located at 450 Church 
Street between 16th and 17th 
streets. The site is handicapped 
accessible at the schoolyard 
entrance. Public transportation 
routes include the 22 Fillmore 
Muni line or the J-Church 
streetcar. 
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‘Since I’ve been on 
OXANDRIN, I feel like 
I have my life back . ” 

Jamie L.— 

An actual person taking OXANDRIN 


OXANDRIN should be used only as 
directed by your physician. 

Precautions and Warnings from the OXANDRIN 
(oxandrolone, USP) Clll Package Insert 

In patients receiving androgenic anabolic steroid therapy, 

1) peliosis hepatis, a condition in which the liver and sometimes 
splenic tissue is replaced with blood-filled cysts, has been reported; 

2) liver cell tumors are also reported; 3) blood lipid changes that are 
known to be associated with increased risk of atherosclerosis are 
seen. See Warnings and Precautions sections of complete 
prescribing information. 

CONTRAINDICATIONS; 1) known or suspected carcinoma of the 
prostate or the male breast; 2) carcinoma of the breast in females 
with hypercalcemia (androgenic anabolic steroids may stimulate 
osteolytic bone resorption); 3) pregnancy because of possible 
masculinization of the fetus. Oxandrin has been shown to cause 
embryotoxicity, fetotoxicity, infertility, and masculinization of female 
animal offspring when given in doses 9 times the human dose; 

4) nephrosis of nephrotic phase of nephritis; 5) hypercalcemia 


OXANDRIN 

f oxandrolone, usp ® 

2,5 mg tablets 

The answer to disease-related weight loss* 


Now... 

a different 

treatment to help 
you gain weight 


If you are experiencing 
disease-related weight 
loss and are finding 
it difficult to regain the 
weight, OXANDRIN may 
be an answer. 


To find out more about 
OXANDRIN, ask your doctor 
or call 1-800-741-2698. 


conjunction with proper 
nutrition and exercise. 


OXANDRIN is an 


oral treatment that is 


available by prescription 
from your doctor. 
OXANDRIN helps 
stimulate the rebuilding 
of protein tissue in the 
body and promotes 
weight gain* OXANDRIN 
should be used in 


0XA-1635 ©1996 BTG Pharmaceuticals. 

Please see important information on the following page. 


•After weight loss due to extensive surgery, chronic infection, severe trauma, failure to gain 
or maintain normal weight without definite pathophysiologic reasons, or protein catabolism 
due to prolonged corticosteroid administration. 
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Meet QL PAC 

Queer Latinos get involved in city politics 


by Cynthia Laird 


- or the past year, a group of 
* queer Latinos has been in¬ 
formally meeting, figuring 
out common goals and getting the 
necessary paperwork completed 
to become a registered political 
action committee (PAC). Now 
they’re ready to recruit more 
members, get the word out about 
their organization, and get in¬ 
volved in San Francisco’s political 
process. 

Meet the Queer Latino PAC 
(QL^AC). 

Actually, interested members 
of the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 
transgender community can liter¬ 
ally meet QL PAC; members will 
celebrate the group’s first anniver¬ 
sary this Friday, January 23 with a 
mixer at Leticia’s, located at 2247 


Market Street in the Castro. The 
QL PAC board will be introduced, 
and information will be available 
for potential members. 

“We wanted to be all-inclusive 
and create an atmosphere where 
it was safe to disagree and define 
our agenda, and educate our¬ 
selves, the queer Latino commu¬ 
nity, and the community at large,” 
Christine Olague, co-chair, told 
the B.A.R. 

Her counterpart on the board, 
co-chair Juan Tam, added, “A lot 
of people hear about the QL PAC, 
a lot of queer Latinos, and they 
feel this is great, that we should 
have had it a long time ago.” 

As an official PAC, the QL PAC 
is registered with the state Fair Po¬ 
litical Practices Commission 
(FPPC). A new brochure de¬ 
scribes its mission: “To increase 
the queer Latino/a political base 


through leadership development, 
combating homophobia, educa¬ 
tion on the political process, skills 
training, and supporting queer 
Latino/a candidates.” 

The QLP is nonpartisan, and 
while voting members must be 
queer Latino/a, supporters do not 
necessarily have to be. “We fol¬ 
lowed the LGADDA and GAPA 
models,” Olague said, referring to 
the local queer African-American 
and Asian political groups. 

Over the past 12 months, the 
group has consisted of about 30 
members and supporters; a total 
of 60 people are on their mailing 
list, something the group has been 
circulating at various events as 
they work to get the word out. 
The QL PAC came together as 
people started discussing issues of 
mutual concern in the queer Lati¬ 
no/a community. “The ability to 


w 


QLP's Juan Tam, Christina Olague, and Chriss Romero. 


build coalitions within people of 
color organizations had long been 
recognized by other political or¬ 
ganizations; however, progressive 
groups or individuals have been 
unwilling to share real access or 
power,” states their brochure. 

“We were invited to different 
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DESCRIPTION 

. Oxandrin® oral tablets contain 2.5 mg of the anabolic steroid 
oxandrolone. Oxandrolone is 17(1-hydroxy-17a-methyl-2-oxa-5a- 
androstan-3-one with the following structural formula: 

OH 


H 

Inactive ingredients include cornstarch, lactose, magnesium 
stearate, and hydroxypropyl methylcellulose. 

CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY 

Anabolic steroids are synthetic derivatives of testosterone. 
Certain clinical effects and adverse reactions demonstrate the 
androgenic properties of this class of drugs. Complete dissoci¬ 
ation of anabolic and androgenic effects has not been achieved. 
The actions of anabolic steroids are therefore similar to those of 
male sex hormones with the possibility of causing serious dis¬ 
turbances of growth and sexual development if given to young 
children. Anabolic steroids suppress the gonadotropic functions 
of the pituitary and may exert a direct effect upon the testes. 

During exogenous administration of anabolic androgens, 
endogenous testosterone release is inhibited through inhibition 
of pituitary luteinizing hormone (LH). At large doses, spermato¬ 
genesis may be suppressed through feedback inhibition of pitu¬ 
itary follicle-stimulating hormone (FSH). 

Anabolic steroids have been reported to increase low-density 
lipoproteins and decrease high-density lipoproteins. These lev¬ 
els revert to normal on discontinuation of treatment. 

INDICATIONS AND USAGE 

Oxandrin is indicated as adjunctive therapy to promote weight 
gain after weight loss following extensive surgery, chronic infec¬ 
tions, or severe trauma, and in some patients who without defi¬ 
nite pathophysiologic reasons fail to gain or to maintain normal 
weight, to offset the protein catabolism associated with pro¬ 
longed administration of corticosteroids, and for the relief of the 
bone pain frequently accompanying osteoporosis (See 
DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION) 

DRUG ABUSE AND DEPENDENCE 
Oxandrolone is classified as a controlled substance under the 
Anabolic Steroids Control Act of 1990 and has been assigned 
to Schedule III (non-narcotic). 

CONTRAINDICATIONS 

1. Known or suspected carcinoma of the prostate or the 
male breast. 

2. Carcinoma of the breast in females with hypercalcemia 
(androgenic anabolic steroids may stimulate osteolytic 
bone resorption). 

3. Pregnancy, because of possible masculinization of the 
fetus. Oxandrin has been shown to cause embryotoxicity, 
fetotoxicity, infertility, and masculinization of female 
animal offspring when given in doses 9 times the human 
dose. 

4. Nephrosis, the nephrotic phase of nephritis. 

5. Hypercalcemia. 

WARNINGS 


PELIOSIS HEPATIS, A CONDITION IN WHICH LIVER AND 
SOMETIMES SPLENIC TISSUE IS REPLACED WITH 
BLOOD-FILLED CYSTS. HAS BEEN REPORTED IN 
PATIENTS RECEIVING ANDROGENIC ANABOLIC 
STEROID THERAPY. THESE CYSTS ARE SOMETIMES 
PRESENT WITH MINIMAL HEPATIC DYSFUNCTION, BUT 
AT OTHER TIMES THEY HAVE BEEN ASSOCIATED 
WITH LIVER FAILURE. THEY ARE OFTEN NOT RECOG¬ 
NIZED UNTIL LIFE-THREATENING LIVER FAILURE OR 
INTRA-ABDOMINAL HEMORRHAGE DEVELOPS. WITH¬ 
DRAWAL OF DRUG USUALLY RESULTS IN COMPLETE 
DISAPPEARANCE OF LESIONS. 

LIVER CELL TUMORS ARE ALSO REPORTED. MOST 
OFTEN THESE TUMORS ARE BENIGN AND ANDRO¬ 
GEN-DEPENDENT, BUT FATAL MALIGNANT TUMORS 
HAVE BEEN REPORTED. WITHDRAWAL OF DRUG 
OFTEN RESULTS IN REGRESSION OR CESSATION OF 
PROGRESSION OF THE TUMOR. HOWEVER, HEPATIC 
TUMORS ASSOCIATED WITH ANDROGENS OR ANA¬ 
BOLIC STEROIDS ARE MUCH MORE VASCULAR THAN 
OTHER HEPATIC TUMORS AND MAY BE SILENT UNTIL 
LIFE-THREATENING INTRA-ABDOMINAL HEMOR¬ 
RHAGE DEVELOPS. BLOOD LIPID CHANGES THAT ARE 
KNOWN TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH INCREASED RISK 
OF ATHEROSCLEROSIS ARE SEEN IN PATIENTS 
TREATED WITH ANDROGENS OR ANABOLIC 
STEROIDS. THESE CHANGES INCLUDE DECREASED 
HIGH-DENSITY LIPOPROTEINS AND SOMETIMES 
INCREASED LOW-DENSITY LIPOPROTEINS. THE 
CHANGES MAY BE VERY MARKED AND COULD HAVE 
A SERIOUS IMPACT ON THE RISK OF ATHEROSCLE¬ 
ROSIS AND CORONARY ARTERY DISEASE. 


Cholestatic hepatitis and jaundice may occur with 17-alpha- 
alkylated androgens at a relatively low dose. If cholestatic hepati¬ 
tis with jaundice appears or if liver function tests become 
abnormal, oxandrolone should be discontinued and the etiology 
should be determined. Drug-induced jaundice is reversible when 
the medication is discontinued. 

In patients with breast cancer, anabolic steroid therapy may 
cause hypercalcemia by stimulating osteolysis. Oxandrolone 
therapy should be discontinued if hypercalcemia occurs. 

Edema with or without congestive heart failure may be a seri¬ 
ous complication in patients with preexisting cardiac, renal, or 
hepatic disease. Concomitant administration of adrenal cortical 
steroid or ACTH may increase the edema. 

In children, androgen therapy may accelerate bone matura¬ 
tion without producing compensatory gain in linear growth. This 
adverse effect results in compromised adult height. The younger 
the child, the greater the risk of compromising final mature 
height. The effect on bone maturation should be monitored by 
assessing bone age of the left wrist and hand every 6 months 
(See PRECAUTIONS: Laboratory tests) 

Geriatric patients treated with androgenic anabolic steroids 
may be at an increased risk for the development of prostatic 
hypertrophy and prostatic carcinoma. 

ANABOLIC STEROIDS HAVE NOT BEEN SHOWN TO 
ENHANCE ATHLETIC ABILITY. 

PRECAUTIONS 

General: 

Women should be observed for signs of virilization (deepening 
of the voice, hirsutism, acne, clitoromegaly). Discontinuation of 
drug therapy at the time of evidence of mild virilism is necessary 
to prevent irreversible virilization. Some virilizing changes in 
women are irreversible even after prompt discontinuance of 
therapy and are not prevented by concomitant use of estrogens. 
Menstrual irregularities may also occur. 

Anabolic steroids may cause suppression of clotting factors II, 
V, VII, and X, and an increase in prothrombin time. 

Information for patients: 

The physician should instruct patients to report any of the fol¬ 
lowing side effects of androgens: 

Males: Too frequent or persistent erections of the penis, 
appearance or aggravation of acne. 

Females: Hoarseness, acne, changes in menstrual periods, 
or more facial hair. 

All patients: Nausea, vomiting, changes in skin color, or ankle 
swelling. 


quent determination of urine and serum calcium levels during 
the course of therapy (See WARNINGS). 

Because of the hepatotoxicity associated with the use of 17- 
alpha-alkylated androgens, liver function tests should be 
obtained periodically. 

Periodic (every 6 months) x-ray examinations of bone age 
should be made during treatment of children to determine the 
rate of bone maturation and the effects of androgen therapy on 
the epiphyseal centers. 

Serum lipids and high-density lipoprotein cholesterol determi¬ 
nations should be done periodically as androgenic anabolic 
steroids have been reported to increase low-density lipoproteins. 
Serum cholesterol levels may increase during therapy. Therefore, 
caution is required when administering these agents to patients 
with a history of myocardial infarction or coronary artery disease. 
Serial determinations of serum cholesterol should be made and 
therapy adjusted accordingly. 

Hemoglobin and hematocrit should be checked periodically for 
polycythemia in patients who are receiving high doses of ana¬ 
bolic steroids. 

Drug interactions 
Anticoagulants: 

Anabolic steroids may increase sensitivity to oral anticoagulants. 
Dosage of the anticoagulant may have to be decreased in order 
to maintain desired prothrombin time. Patients receiving oral anti¬ 
coagulant therapy require close monitoring, especially when 
anabolic steroids are started or stopped. 

Oral hypoglycemic agents: 

Oxandrolone may inhibit the metabolism of oral hypoglycemic 
agents. 

Adrenal steroids or ACTH: 

In patients with edema, concomitant administration with adrenal 
cortical steroids or ACTH may increase the edema. 

Drug/Laboratory test interactions: 

Anabolic steroids may decrease levels of thyroxine-binding glob¬ 
ulin, resulting in decreased total T„ serum levels and increased 
resin uptake of T 3 and T 4 . Free thyroid hormone levels remain 
unchanged. In addition, a decrease in PBI and radioactive iodine 
uptake may occur. 

Carcinogenesis, mutagenesis, impairment of fertility 
Animal data: 

Oxandrolone has not been tested in laboratory animals for car¬ 
cinogenic or mutagenic effects. In 2-year chronic oral rat stud¬ 
ies, a dose-related reduction of spermatogenesis and decreased 
organ weights (testes, prostate, seminal vesicles, ovaries, 
uterus, adrenals, and pituitary) were shown. 

Human data: 

Liver cell tumors have been reported in patients receiving long¬ 
term therapy with androgenic anabolic steroids in high doses 
(See WARNINGS). Withdrawal of the drugs did not lead to 
regression of the tumors in all cases. 

Geriatric patients treated with androgenic anabolic steroids 
may be at an increased risk for the development of prostatic 
hypertrophy and prostatic carcinoma. 


Teratogenic effects — Pregnancy Category X (See CONTRA¬ 
INDICATIONS) 

Nursing mothers: 

It is not known whether anabolic steroids are excreted in human 
milk. Because of the potential of serious adverse reactions in 
nursing infants from oxandrolone, a decision should be made 
whether to discontinue nursing or to discontinue the drug, tak¬ 
ing into account the importance of the drug to the mother. 

Pediatric use: 

Anabolic agents may accelerate epiphyseal maturation more 
rapidly than linear growth in children and the effect may continue 
for 6 months after the drug has been stopped. Therefore, therapy 
should be monitored by x-ray studies at 6-month intervals in 
order to avoid the risk of compromising adult height. Androgenic 
anabolic steroid therapy should be used very cautiously in chil¬ 
dren and only by specialists who are aware of the effects on 
bone maturation (See WARNINGS). 

ADVERSE REACTIONS 

The following adverse reactions have been associated with use 
of anabolic steroids: 

Hepatic: Cholestatic jaundice with, rarely, hepatic necrosis and 
death. Hepatocellular neoplasms and peliosis hepatis with long¬ 
term therapy (See WARNINGS). Reversible changes in liver 
function tests also occur including increased bromsulfophthalein 
(BSP) retention, and increases in serum bilirubin, aspartate 
aminotransferase (AST, SGOT) and alkaline phosphatase. 

In males: 

Prepubertal: Phallic enlargement and increased frequency or 
persistence of erections. 

Postpubertal: Inhibition of testicular function, testicular atrophy 
and oligospermia, impotence, chronic priapism, epididymitis, 
and bladder irritability. 

In females: 

Clitoral enlargement, menstrual irregularities. 

CNS: Habituation, excitation, insomnia, depression, and 
changes in libido. 

Hematologic: Bleeding in patients on concomitant anticoagulant 
therapy. 

Breast: Gynecomastia. 

Larynx: Deepening of the voice in females. 

Hair: Hirsutism and male pattern baldness in females. 

Skin: Acne (especially in females and prepubertal males). 
Skeletal: Premature closure of epiphyses in children (See PRE¬ 
CAUTIONS: Pediatric use). 

Fluid and electrolytes: Edema, retention of serum electrolytes 
(sodium chloride, potassium, phosphate, calcium). 
Metabolic/Endocrine: Decreased glucose tolerance (See PRE¬ 
CAUTIONS: Laboratory tests), increased creatinine excretion, 
increased serum levels of creatinine phosphokinase (CPK). 
Masculinization of the fetus. Inhibition of gonadotropin secretion. 

OVERDOSAGE 

No symptoms or signs associated with overdosage have been 
reported. It is possible that sodium and water retention may 
occur. 

The oral LDjo of oxandrolone in mice and dogs is greater than 
5,000 mg/kg. No specific antidote is known, but gastric lavage 
may be used. 

DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION 

Therapy with anabolic steroids is adjunctive to and not a replace¬ 
ment for conventional therapy. The duration of therapy with 
Oxandrin (oxandrolone) will depend on the response of the 
patient and the possible appearance of adverse reactions. 
Therapy should be intermittent. 

Adults: The usual adult dosage of Oxandrin is one 2.5-mg tablet 
2 to 4 times daily. However, the response of individuals to ana¬ 
bolic steroids varies, and a daily dosage of as little as 2.5 mg or 
as much as 20 mg may be required to achieve the desired 
response. A course of therapy of 2 to 4 weeks is usually 
adequate. This may be repeated intermittently as indicated. 
Children: For children the total daily dosage of Oxandrin is 
<0.1 mg per kilogram body weight or <0.045 mg per pound of 
body weight. This may be repeated intermittently as indicated. 
HOW SUPPLIED 

Oxandrin 2.5-mg tablets are oval, white, and scored with BTG 
on one side and "11 ■ on each side of the scoreline on the other 
side; bottles of 100 (NDC 54396-111-11). 

Caution: Federal law prohibits dispensing without prescription. 

Manufactured for BTG Pharmaceuticals by: 

G.D. Searle & Co. 

Chicago, IL 60680 

Address medical inquiries to: 

BTG Pharmaceuticals 
Medical Affairs 
70 Wood Avenue South 
Iselin, NJ 08830 


BTG PHARMACEUTICALS 


BTG PHARMACEUTICALS 

OXANDRIN® 
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clubs in an advisory capacity 
only,” said member Criss Romero. 
“There was not overt resistance, 
but we felt we could lead these 
discussions ourselves.” 

The QL PAC holds monthly 
meetings that are open to inter¬ 
ested community members. Addi¬ 
tionally, as the election year gets 
into full swing - there are five su¬ 
pervisors’ seats on the ballot in 
November - the group expects to 
host community forums on vari¬ 
ous issues affecting both the queer 
and Latino/a communities. One 
of their continuing jobs will be 
educating the public. “A challenge 
for us, since we’re out there as 
queer Latinos, will be to fight ho¬ 
mophobia in our own communi¬ 
ty and in general,” said Tam. ▼ 


Friday’s QL PAC mixer is from 
6 to 8 p.m., with refreshments 
and a no-host bar. Donations 
are gladly accepted; for more 
information, call (415) 648- 
3702. The QL PAC’s next 
meeting is Thursday, February 
12 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Women’s Building, 3543 18th 
Street. 


Supe stock 

◄ page 1 

districts have not yet been deter¬ 
mined. 

In addition to the new board 
member facing voters in Novem¬ 
ber, Supervisors Ammiano, Mabel 
Teng, Amos Brown, and Gavin 
Newsom will be up for re-elec¬ 
tion, with the top vote-getter be¬ 
coming board president. Brown 
and Newsom were appointed by 
the mayor. The mayor’s other ap¬ 
pointments, Supervisors Michael 
Yaki and Katz, won election in 
November 1996. 

The appointee also needs to be 
a person who can raise money to 
run a citywide campaign. Openly 
gay political consultant Robert 
Barnes said the longer Brown 
takes naming a replacement for 
Leal, the harder it will be for that 
person both to raise money and 
establish a legislative record. Right 
now, candidates for supervisor 
can raise a maximum of $250,000 
in $500 increments. 

“To be competitive in a super¬ 
visor’s race, you need to be able to 
raise at the low end between 
$150,000 to $200,000,” Barnes 
told the B.A.R. Most of the 
money goes to fund direct mail 
pieces that are very expensive, as 
well as signs and billboards. It is 
direct mail, however, with its con¬ 
stantly increasing printing and 
postage costs, that a candidate 
ends up spending huge amounts 
of money on. 

Finally, the issue of support is 
also on Brown’s mind. “It should 
be someone who’s cooperative 
with the mayor’s office,” he said. ▼ 































22 January 1998 BAY AREA REPORTER 17 



Ill'll' 


CEO, administrators take pay cut 

NTFAP downsizes to 


continue services 


by Cynthia Laird 


* xecutive and top adminis- 
trative staff at the National 
Task Force on AIDS Preven¬ 
tion (NTFAP) have taken volun¬ 
tary pay cuts, and other positions 
have been eliminated, resulting in 
an annual savings of $250,000 in 
salaries, the Bay Area Reporter has 
learned. The AIDS organization, 
which provides HIV/AIDS ser¬ 
vices and prevention programs in 
San Francisco as well as technical 
assistance to other groups nation¬ 
ally, becomes the second Bay Area 
nonprofit AIDS group to an¬ 
nounce administrative salary re¬ 
ductions in less than a year; last 


June, Project Open Hand’s board 
of directors voted to freeze 
salaries of its top six employees. 

Mario Solis-Marich, chief ex¬ 
ecutive officer (CEO) at NTFAP, 
told the B.A.R. that the board has 
struggled with a massive reorga¬ 
nization for nearly a year. The 
agency, which reported an annual 
budget of $3.1 million for their 
fiscal year ending January 31, has 
consolidated 11 administrative 
positions into seven, with several 
people, including Solis-Marich 
and chief financial officer (CFO) 
Jim Nickoff, assuming additional 
job duties. Solis-Marich said his 
annual salary with the pay cut is 
now $72,000. “That’s lower for an 
executive director than any orga- 


'Blunt Discussions' group 
starting at New Village 


by Cynthia Laird 


1 ew Village has announced 
I the formation of “Blunt 
: Discussions,” an ongoing 
series of support groups for 
African-American lesbian, gay, bi¬ 
sexual, and transgender commu¬ 
nities. New Village, a program of 
the National Task Force on AIDS 
Prevention (NTFAP), will launch 
the series next Friday, January 30. 

The Black Women’s Empower¬ 
ment Collective (BWEC), a com¬ 
ponent of New Village’s women’s 
services, is also busy; it is current¬ 
ly accepting food and clothing do¬ 
nations that will be distributed lo¬ 
cally to African-American 
women. The drive is entitled the 
“Winter Solstice Community Co¬ 
operative,” and donations, which 
are tax-deductible to the fullest 
extent of the law, will be accepted 
through this Friday, January 23. 
The items will be given out this 
Wednesday, January 28. 

Danielle Stringer-Shakur, an 
organizer for both efforts, said the 
discussion sessions will provide a 
forum for examining the myriad 
of issues facing the African-Amer¬ 
ican queer community, including 
sexuality, creative interests, and 
the politics of being black and a 
sexual minority in society. Week¬ 
ly guest facilitators will further 
enhance the richness of these in¬ 
teractive discussions by providing 
new insights on the various top¬ 
ics, she said. 

“It’s important to have a safe 
space such as ‘Blunt Discussions’ 
so that we can freely express our 
ideas and perspectives on issues 
affecting us all as African-Ameri¬ 
cans,” said Stringer-Shakur. 

Participants will be encour¬ 
aged to provide direction to the 
group in order to truly reflect the 
group’s interest. 

The first “Blunt Discussions” 
meeting will be held from 6 to 8 
p.m. at the Eureka Valley-Com¬ 
munity Center, 100 Collingwood 
Street. Subsequent meetings will 
be held on the first and third Fri¬ 
days of every month at the same 
time and place. 

The “Winter Solstice Commu¬ 
nity Cooperative” has been 
tremendously successful, said 
Mario Solis-Marich, NTFAP’s 
chief executive officer. “One of 
our [normally] empty offices is 
full of clothing,” he told the 
B.A.R ., adding that Stringer- 
Shakur and other staff did a great 
job getting the word out. 



Danielle Stringer-Shakur 


The purpose behind getting 
the clothing and food donated 
will be realized this Wednesday, 
when the items will be distributed 
to African-American women in 
need. The BWEC is looking to as¬ 
sist them during the winter sea¬ 
son, and point out that if the re¬ 
cent rains are any indication for 
the rest of winter, the clothing 
should be especially welcome. 
BWEC organizers will also pro¬ 
vide information about social ser¬ 
vices available to African-Ameri¬ 
can women. 

“Black women and their fami¬ 
lies are being adversely affected by 
welfare reforms and cuts in food 
stamp programs,” she noted. 
“With this food and clothing 
drive, we hope to show support 
for and empower black women in 
the community who are being af¬ 
fected by these changes.” 

New Village, formerly Brothers 
Network, seeks to recreate the 
queer black experience in the age 
of HIV/AIDS by providing a 
number of HIV prevention ser¬ 
vices, including discussion 
groups, intensive group meetings, 
personal development retreats, 
prevention case management, 
street/venue-based outreach, and 
job training and internships. The 
client services component offers 
treatment advocacy, intensive case 
management, client advocacy, and 
support services. 

Donated items can be dropped 
off at the NTFAP offices, located 
at 973 Market Street, Suite 650; the 
January 28 distribution will take 
place in the seventh floor confer¬ 
ence room, from noon to 4 p.m. ▼ 


For more information, 
including New Village’s 
services, call Stringer-Shakur 
at (415) 356-8140, or Kevin 
Jenkins at (415) 356-8153. 


nization our size that we sur¬ 
veyed,” he said. 

Solis-Marich said that he has 
worked to strengthen NTFAP’s 
programs and deal with financial 
problems since he was hired in 
March 1997. “There were hard de¬ 
cisions to make,” he said in an in¬ 
terview on Monday, January 19. 
“Do we cut management or cut 
programs? We believe we made 
the right decision. The board de¬ 
cided to try and find a way to use 
dollars more efficiently, while at 
the same time, the city gave us less 
money to work with, and a CDC 
[Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention] grant stopped; it was 
the end of a five-year cycle.” 

Growing pains 

The reshuffling has not come 
without what Solis-Marich de¬ 
scribed as “growing pains,” but it’s 
obvious that the task force’s fi¬ 
nancial situation needed im¬ 
provement. “We inherited some 
challenges,” he said. The result has 
been an elimination of a middle 
layer of management. Each of the 
task force’s three local programs, 
New Village, Proyecto ContraSI- 
DA Por Vida, and the Native 
American AIDS Project (NAAP), 
continue to have their own pro¬ 
gram directors. 

“We used to have someone 
[else] the managers reported to, 
but the change has worked out re¬ 
ally well,” said Nickoff. 

Solis-Marich and Nickoff said 
the employees who have taken 
salary cuts all did so voluntarily. “I 
did not impose it. We had a meet¬ 
ing, and they deserve credit,” said 
Solis-Marich. “People understand 
this is a changing time, because of 



Mario Solis-Marich 


the population we work with.” 

While reported AIDS cases in 
San Francisco have declined over 
the last year, statistics show that 
particularly for the African- 
American community, AIDS cases 
dropped only slightly in the first 
nine months of 1997 from 1996; 
the number increased from 1995 
to 1996. 

Proyecto ContraSIDA Por 
Vida is led by Diane Felix; the 
program that serves the Latino/a 
community was described by 
Solis-Marich as being “a stellar 
program.” 

The NAAP, in contrast, has 
had its share of problems since 
being taken over by the task force 
several years ago. Those issues 
were raised last month at a meet¬ 
ing of the city’s HIV Prevention 
Planning Council (HPPC), which 
received an anonymous letter that 
alleged financial mismanagement, 
among other concerns. Solis- 
Marich disputed much of what 
was in the undated letter and pro¬ 


vided the B.A.R. with agency fi¬ 
nancial records, including a copy 
of a confidential internal auditing 
report issued last September by 
the Department of Public Health 
AIDS Office. The report covers 
findings as of March 21,1997, just 
a few weeks after Solis-Marich 
took over at the NTFAP. 

Virtually all of the 15 findings 
outlined in the report have been 
addressed by task force adminis¬ 
trators, including the implemen¬ 
tation of new policies discontinu¬ 
ing salary advances. The AIDS Of¬ 
fice found over $30,000 in out¬ 
standing expense advances, 24 
percent of which had been out¬ 
standing for six months or more. 
Additionally, 29 percent of the 
employees were no longer with 
the agency, making recovery of 
those advances unlikely. 

Moving on 

The task force hopes to revital¬ 
ize its fundraising efforts and has 
hired a new development director, 
Michael Viet. He comes to the 
NTFAP from United Way, and re¬ 
places the previous fundraising 
person. And the task force remains 
committed to providing local ser¬ 
vices: in many programs, units of 
service meet or exceed the levels 
authorized in DPH contracts. 

Solis-Marich said the task force 
is equally committed to account¬ 
ability; board meetings are open, 
and at last month’s HPPC meeting 
he said the agency’s financial 
records and other public informa¬ 
tion are readily available. He invit¬ 
ed planning council members to 
tour the local programs, and 
members indicated they wanted to 
take him up on the offer. T 


V/Rx 

Research with Compassion 

New Direction in HIV-1 Research Hits Bay Area 

A new approach to treating HIV disease is being implemented by researchers in the bay area. Their approach is novel in that the therapy 
focuses directly on the immune system rather than on HIV which is the target of conventional therapy using antiretroviral drugs. This 
approach is also different from other therapies in that it attempts to control HIV by suppressing the immune system and will test some novel 
; ideas about exactly how HIV causes disease. Using the drug "Cyclosporin A" they hop to slow down the immune activation which is 
associated with the progression of HIV disease. This approach may be particularly useful in patients who do not benefit from protease 
inhibitors. 

Despite recent progress in the treatment of HIV infection, the mechanism by which HIV damages the immune system is still not fully 
understood. This would not be an issue if HIV could be eradicated from the body before drug resistance develops. Elimination of this virus 
is a worthy goal which should result in better health and longer survival regardless of the disease mechanism, but it has not yet been 
demonstrated. After all, if the virus causes immumodeficiency and the virus is gone, the destruction of the immune system should slow 
down, stop, or even reverse. However it is already clear that many HIV infected individuals (for a variety of reasons) do not get, or cannot 
I sustain, a large reduction of viral load, even with the best known treatments. For these individuals, a different approach may lead to the 
| treatment of the disease mechanism even when the viral load can't be reduced or eliminated. 

| The most widely held concept of the disease mechanism is that the virus kills more CD4 cells than the body can replace. An alternative 
theory is that the body is actually quite capable of replacing CD4 cells but the very process which maintains the correct number of CD4 cells 
| is "confused" or perhaps "overworked" by excessive immune activation, a well known consequence of HIV infection. If the idea that HIV-1 
I causes AIDS by excess immune activation is true, the logical treatment would be to eliminate the ex cess immune activation, returning the 
I immune system to more normal function. In the mid-1980's scientists had this very idea and were bold enough to try a drug called 
Cyclosporin-A (CsA), an immune suppressing drug used in patients receiving kidney transplants, to try to treat patients with AIDS. At the 
1 right dose, CsA prevents kidney graft rejection but does not cause severe immunodeficiency. The idea is that, in HIV infected individuals, 

CsA might eliminate the excess immune activation without interfering with normal immune defenses. Unfortunately this pioneering 
research received limited support and attention as research has focused on viral eradication. Additionally, there was not much known about 
the immune system in HIV-1 infection and what was the best way to measure or predict immune restoration. But some of the patients, 
treated with CsA, did well clinically and had increased CD4 counts. Other HIV-1 infected patients who received CsA as part of their treatment 
for kidney transplants also did well, taking significantly longer to develop AIDS than patients who did not receive CsA. 

A group of scientists, known as the Cyclosporin Study Group, whose members include research immunologists, internists and infectious 
disease specialists, have banded together and begun a study known as the "Cyclosporin-A Study in HIV-1 Disease." This is a 3month study 
| during which patients will take Cyclosporin-A and be evaluated for its effects on their immune system. Enrollment is limited to people with 
I HIV-1 infection, CD4 counts between 300 and 600 cells/ml and who are otherwise well. To find out about specific eligibility criteria, please 
| call Debbie Hildebrandt, at ViRx, Inc. at 415-353-5623and ask about the Cydosporin-a study in HIV-1 disease. Additional information 
| regarding this study can be obtained from Dr. Michael Ascher, at 510-540-2580. 


For more information call: 

(415) 353-5623 

Check out our website: www.virx.com 












































18 BAY AREA REPORTER 22 January 1998 


m±MJLMULM 




NEW LEAF 

< Jjf'ttitinti < htyrtii/ 
Ah St,.vt I-vrvM* 




n.t, 4 r> (yjU jooc 


Using Crystal? 

Need Help Getting Clean??? 

Free Treatment and Medication 


We are recruiting individuals to participate in our research for 
methamphetamine abuse. 8 week study - 2 visits per week 

Call (415) 502-5802 
for more information. 

UCSF Stimulant Treatment Research Program (STRP) 

Monetary Reimbursement for Participation 


RESEARCH STUDY OF 
HIV-NEGATIVE GAY MEN 

I am completing my doctoral dissertation in clinical 
psychology at the Pacific Graduate School of Psychology 
in Palo Alto, California. Volunteers are needed to complete 
a 60 to 90 minute questionnaire. The questionnaire 
examines your feelings about yourself and the world, your 
sexual activities, and your experiences of personal loss(es) 
of partners, friends, and acquaintances to AIDS. Volunteers 
must be HIV-negative, reside within the San Francisco 
Bay Area, and be between the ages of 18 to 44. 

If you would be interested in participating in this 
study, please contact Mark Jurek at 1-800-331-1Q10. Upon 
calling, you will be asked to leave your name, address and 
home telephone number. Questionnaires will be mailed to 
all participants. 

Thanks for your interest! 


Gay & Lesbian 
Outreach to Elders 

& Week—(lav senior activities: 

1874 Market Street 

Support groups (gender specifier), 

writing groups 

& Recreational events/holidays/gay pride 
& Support services — care assess¬ 
ments by social worker: linkage 
to services, in-home support 
& Lunch Bunch — support group 
for homchound 

& Volunteerism — trained volunteers 
do home visits, coordinate activities 
4c programs for seniors 
& Wheelchair accessible 
4 ? For information call 415 . 255.2937 

mifjh 1 he Sin Franeisoti Di , pl. of Public- 
>il I liidth anil Subslani r Abuse Services, 
union on Ailing, Mayor’s Office of Community 
i; Slate of ca; grants including Academy of 
1. Mai y s. and Wells Fargo. 
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A Coping Skills Program 
for gay men 
living with HIV. 

It involves making good decisions about 
stress, health and living with HIV 
in a changing environment. 

Participants receive monthly phone calls 
and a workshop from us, or participate 
in a weekly coping skills-building course. 

CHANGES has already received great 
feedback from its first course. 


Contact the CHANGES Project at 

597-9169 

for more information. 



Pride ’98 

◄ page 1 

logos, ranging from such busi¬ 
nesses as American Airlines, Bud 
Light, Miller, Odwalla, and 
Smirnoff to the city government’s 
Grants for the Arts program. 

Very likely Pride 98 will be of-, 
ficially sponsored by a host hotel, 
an airline, a tour operator, and a 
car-rental agency. British Airways 
reportedly is considering becom¬ 
ing a major backer of the event. 

Code of conduct, 
confidentiality 

Along with the increasing cor¬ 
poratization of the event goes a 
new emphasis on professionalism 
in running the show. If Wither- 
ington gets his way, all members 
of the organizing committee will 
be expected to adhere to a code of 
conduct and avoid conflicts of in¬ 
terest. 

Moreover, to keep special in¬ 
terest groups from taking control 
of the organization to push their 
agendas, Witherington plans to 
undertake an ambitious program 
of membership expansion. A larg¬ 
er member base would prevent 
“packing” of the general member¬ 
ship meetings by groups allied 
with particular organizations, as 
has occurred in the past. 

Finally, in a move that raises 
eyebrows among those fighting to 
ensure that city-funded nonprof¬ 
it organizations make all of their 
records public, Witherington 
wants all Pride Committee mem¬ 
bers to agree to keep the organi¬ 
zation’s business transactions 
confidential. 

Such developments, some of 
which are well underway, are a de¬ 
parture from Pride events of yore, 
in the days when the emphasis 
was on demanding freedom and 
rights, on the politics of defiance. 

Reid Condit, who from the 
early to mid-1980s served on the 
board of directors of the Freedom 
Day Parade committee - prede¬ 
cessor to today’s Pride Parade and 
Celebration Committee - is one 
of those who laments Pride’s get¬ 
ting away from its roots. 

“The Freedom Day Commit¬ 
tee was more progressive,” says 
Condit. It would take political 
stands, such as the time it filed 
suit against the federal govern¬ 
ment’s Immigration and Natural¬ 
ization Service for preventing gay 
and lesbian immigrants from en¬ 
tering the United States. 

As the parade and celebration 
gained in size and stature and 
began looking for support from 
mainstream - often non-gay - 
businesses, “the committee be¬ 
came too conservative,” said Con¬ 
dit. 

“I think with corporate spon¬ 
sors, a major part of the commu¬ 
nity is sold out. The people the 
committee should be courting are 
not the corporations, but the peo¬ 
ple who are underrepresented.” 
Condit believes many of Pride 
98’s commercial backers “don’t 
have in mind the best interests of 
the lesbian and gay community.” 

The Pride organization has a 
political role to play, adds Condit, 
by introducing fresh ideas. “It’s in 
a position to change things.” 

Politics vs. party 

The trend toward a more fes¬ 
tive, less activist event is “a natur¬ 
al evolution away from Pride’s 
roots,” says Witherington. “It’s one 
of those eternal Pride conun¬ 
drums: Is it politics? Is it party? I 
don’t know.” 

“It’s both,” responds Pride 
Committee President Deborah 
Oakley-Melvin. The shift away 
from Freedom Day activism to 
Pride weekend celebration is 
nothing new, she adds: “It hasn’t 


just happened in the last year. It’s 
been moving away from its roots 
for many, many yeats. That’s a 
natural evolution.” 

Oakley-Melvin says she values 
protest and political expression, 
but thinks them unnecessary and 
out of place at a parade and cele¬ 
bration where “you’re embraced 
by everyone around you and 
they’re all reflecting what is best 
for the community.” 

The era Condit refers to, says 
Oakley-Melvin, “was a very pow¬ 
erful time. If he wants that kind of 
a Pride celebration, there are 
many places around the world 
where it does still exist.” 

’ “There are people all over the 
world who think that San Fran¬ 
cisco Pride must be the best as 
well as the biggest,” says Oakley- 
Melvin. “At the moment, it is the 
biggest, apart from Sydney [Aus¬ 
tralia], but it doesn’t have the 
same level of professionalism in 
all the areas it might have, because 
we haven’t spent the money, and 
we haven’t commercialized it. 
We’ve kept it as grassroots as we 
possibly can.” 

Oakley-Melvin acknowledges 
that people in San Francisco are 
political: “They care that their is¬ 
sues are addressed at their event, 
but frankly they’re addressed all 
year round by so many organiza¬ 
tions. We’re dealing with the is¬ 
sues every day.” 

“My job,” say Witherington, “is 
to ensure that whatever gets orga¬ 
nized, people that want politics 
and people that want to have a 
party are equally able to do so.” 

“I wouldn’t want anyone to get 
the impression I wasn’t a political 
animal,” adds Witherington. “I 
come from a very political view¬ 
point about things. I think one 
thing a lot of people don’t realize, 
living inside San Francisco, is the 
enormous effect San Francisco 
Pride has on the rest of the world. 
It’s this shining beacon.” 

Bake sale days of yore 

The commercialization of 
Pride “is an inevitable thing,” 
maintains Oakley-Melvin. “It’s 
neither good nor bad. We have to 
depend on sponsorship from all 
sorts of different companies be¬ 
cause we’re not able to simply get 
money from Grants for the Arts 
or from anywhere else.” 

The days of bake sales and 
grassroots fundraising “are not 
completely over,” she adds, but 
now that the queer community 
has become “a viable commodity” 
that commercial interests want to 
capitalize on, “we just have to 
make a responsible decision about 
whose money to take and what 
we’re going to do with it.” 

Alas, in its present financial 
condition, the Pride Committee 
can’t afford to be too picky about 
whom it takes money from. Cur¬ 
rently the organization is strug¬ 
gling to pay off hefty debts accu¬ 
mulated from last year’s Pride 
event (as of early January, the 
committee still owed nearly 
$96,000 to various creditors), 
meaning it is having to run hard 
just to stay in place, much less get 
ahead. 

With pledges of $50,000 each 
from Hard Rock Cafe and An¬ 
heuser-Busch, the committee will 
likely be able to retire that debt in 
the near future, but it has yet to 
take in the kind of money that 
will be needed to ensure Pride 98 
meets expectations for being the 
biggest, best event yet. 

London pride 

The issues nagging Pride 98 
are ones that dogged Withering¬ 
ton for years in his former role as 
producer of London Pride, a posi¬ 
tion he held since 1992, when he 
co-founded The Pride Trust to 
manage that city’s Pride parade 


and festival. 

“The Pride Trust has a history 
of carrying forward losses from 
year to year,” says Garath 
Pritchard, who served as finance 
manager of the organization until 
last May, when he resigned “in 
protest” because the Trust direc¬ 
tors refused to cut the budget. 

“I’d managed to get to the 
point where all the outstanding 
creditors had been paid,” 
Pritchard adds, “but not enough 
money was coming in to put on 
the event at the budgeted cost. I 
suggested making a 30-percent 
cut, but it wasn’t accepted. I 
couldn’t in good conscience re¬ 
main in the post.” 

While Pritchard is not pre¬ 
pared to point a finger exclusively 
at Witherington for The Pride 
Trust’s pitfalls, and acknowledges 
that the budget was a collective re¬ 
sponsibility of the Trust’s direc¬ 
tors, he feels that Witherington 
exerted extraordinary influence 
over the directors, who “were in 
awe of his personality and charis¬ 
ma.” 

“It’s mismanagement that put 
London Pride in the hole,” says 
Pritchard. 

Still, concedes Pritchard, With- 
erington’s influence over the way 
London Pride grew “is remarkable 
and very important. The way 
Pride UK has changed must be 
recognized and applauded.” 

“I don’t doubt Teddy’s ability 
to organize things,” says Stuart 
Who, editor of QX magazine, a 
gay publication in London. “But 
still, at the end of the day, The 
Pride Trust was still in debt.” 

In England, newspapers car¬ 
ried reports of London Pride’s fi¬ 
nancial chaos, as well as of a de¬ 
bate over its growing commercial¬ 
ization. 

“This week, frantic efforts will 
be made to rescue the ailing Pride 
Trust, which has plunged into fi¬ 
nancial crisis amid accusations of 
political infighting and organisa¬ 
tional incompetence,” reported 
The Guardian last November 17. 

The Manchester-based publi¬ 
cation reported that despite tak¬ 
ing in record contributions of 
some £ 200,000 (about 
US$326,000) from commercial 
sponsors, the trust ended up in 
debt to the tune of some £170,000 
(US$277,000), prompting all but 
one of the trust’s directors to re¬ 
sign. 

In a comment closely echoing 
concerns of Condit and other 
critics of San Francisco Pride, the 
Guardian added that “the chaos 
has fueled fears [in London] that 
the debt-ridden trust risks losing 
sight of its roots in the gay com¬ 
munity as it becomes ever more 
reliant on sponsorship from large 
commercial interests seeking to 
cash in on the so-called pink 
economy.” 

The paper noted that while 
Witherington “was responsible 
for securing the record amount of 
sponsorship” for London Pride, 
he had “provoked accusations that 
Pride was selling out its principles 
and marginalising the gay com¬ 
munity’s small businesses.” 

So precarious was the situation 
for The Pride Trust that it verged 
on collapse, only to be bailed out 
at the last moment by two lesbian 
entrepreneurs. 

“London Pride is a pop con¬ 
cert now, rather than a gay-pride 
event” says Ggreg Taylor, who co¬ 
chaired the San Francisco Pride 
Committee in 1993, “The Year of 
the Queer.” 

Still, says Taylor, a successful 
dance-club organizer, “the [San 
Francisco] Pride Committee 
needs business people.” He holds 
high hopes for Pride 98 under 
Witherington’s control: “His only 
limitation is the parade commit¬ 
tee itself.” ▼ 
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I) Glaxo Wellcome’s New Protease Inhibitor 
141W94 vs Crixivan 

141W94 is compared with Crixivan 
plus any FDA Approved double nucleoside analogues. 

♦ no prior Protease Inhibitor use 
may enroll if stable on double nucleoside therapy 

patients not responding to Crixivan during the study 
are offered access to 141W94 
$15 compensation per visit (17 visits total) for expenses. 

2) A Phase I study for non-nucleoside S-1153. 

This one month study requires one overnight stay, 
a 10-hour stay, and weekly visits. 

♦ no prior Protease Inhibitor use 
Compensation for completed participation is $500. 

3) A Phase II trial for non-nucleoside S-1153 

This two month trial studies the interaction between the 
non-nucleoside S-1153 in combination 
with a stable triple drug regimen. 

► Participants must be on a stable triple drug comination 
Compensation for completed participation is $500. 

4) The effect of Nevirapine on Ortho Novum. 

A Phase I, one month clinical trial for women only 
to test the effect of Nevirapine on Ortho Novum. 

♦ No current use of Ritonavir or Delavirdine 
Compensation for completed participation is $500. 


For more information, 
please call 
Sal lacopelli at 
415.353.6215 


HlV£are is a non-profit, 
oommunibf-based 
elinieal trial program of 
Saint Franois Memorial Hospital. 
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PROUD TO SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

^ NEPTUNE SOCIETY 
SAN FRANCISCO 
r COLUMBARIUM 

The Ultimate New Year’s Resolution: 
Plan Ahead. Lift The Burden From 
The One You Love. 

MICHELE CARONDELET • PRE-NEED COUNSELOR 

ONE LORAINE COURT SAN FRANCISCO 94118 


(415) 752-7891 
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Pacific Interment Service 

Crematorium ♦ Full Service Mortuary 
World-Wide Shipping ♦ Funeral Yacht Charters 

San Francisco A Emeryville 

2100 Folsom St. V 1094 Yerba Buena 
(415)431-9940 + (510) 450-0187 | 



In your community... 


Bates. Evans & Fehrensen Funeral Directors 
Sonoma • 707.996.6784 

Eggen & Lance Mortuary 
Santa Rosa • 707.545.3747 

Ellis Olson Mortuary 
Albany * 510.525.0246' 

Qreen Street Mortuary 
San Francisco • 415.433.5692 

Laurel Chapel of the Bay Funeral Directors 
Oakland • 510.535.5838 

Memory Qardens Memorial Park 
Concord • 510.685.3464 

Oakmont Memorial Park & Mortuary 
Lafayette * 510.935.3311 


...serving our community 
with affordable sensitive care 
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OBITUARY POLICY 

Obituaries must be typed and no 
longer than 200 words. Please 
follow normal rules of capitaliza¬ 
tion - and no poetry. We reserve 
the right to edit for style, clarity, 
grammar, and taste. 

If you're submitting a photo of 
the deceased, write their name on 
the back. If you include a SASE 
for the photo's return, write the 
person's name on the inside of 
the envelope flap. All obituaries 
must include a contact name and 
phone number. They must be sub¬ 
mitted within a year of the death. 

Deadline for obituaries is 
Monday at 5 p.m., with the 
exception of special display ad 
obituaries, which must be 
submitted by Friday at 3 p.m. 


Earl Galvin 

May 3,1946-Jan. 14,1998 


Pan’s gentle son, our beloved bard. 
Earl lived and died as he wished, leaving 
us at Coming Home Hospice in San 
Francisco. His loving sister, Melanie, 
and devoted friend, Dan Smith, were 


with, him at his 
side. 

Earl came into 
his own and came 
out during the so¬ 
cial revolution of 
the ’60s and 70s. 

He acted upon 
everything he be¬ 
lieved in and was at 
the forefront of the 
Gay Liberation Movement. Earl was the 
first openly gay man to travel to Cuba. A 
natural ambassador, he used his com¬ 
munication gifts to help build the inter¬ 
national Esperanto movement. 

Earl’s activism was multifaceted and 
community based. His brilliance en¬ 
hanced SF Jacks, California N.O.R.M.L., 
Radical Faeries, The Temple Whores 
and Rainbow gatherings! 

An astrologer by trade, Earl’s playful 
Taurean humor and love of earthly de¬ 
lights charmed us all. True to a bard, he 
created magic with both harp and pen- 
nywhistle. 

A native of Detroit, Earl lived most 
of his adult life in San Francisco, as an 
'active visionary in the dream of gay lib¬ 
eration. A confirmed bachelor, his life 
was rich in loving friendships. 

Faggot wizard and free spirit, ribald 
and wise, through it all, the bells on his 
jester’s cap could be heard twinkling. 
Blessed be! 



Larry L. Romano 

Dec. 7, 1957 - Aug. 19, 1997 
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A remarkable 
man left us on that 
rainy day. All of us 
were in some per¬ 
sonal way touched 
by Larry’s unique 
style and presence. 
He was a gifted per¬ 
son, full of spunki¬ 
ness and exuber¬ 
ance for life. He 
lived life to the fullest, and during his 39 
years, he accomplished more than most 
people do in a ftill 70-year lifetime. 

Larry’s most unique gift was making 
each one of us feel as if we were the 
most important person on earth. His 
love of life included his love for the 
music and life of the 1920s and 1930s. 
An Art Deco Society Ball, he truly en¬ 
joyed. This interest carried over to his 
work and hobby of restoring and col¬ 
lecting old phonographs, radios, clocks 
and antiques. 

Up to the last few days and hours, 
Larry was still enjoying life with a smile, 
still making friends, determined to hold 
on to life as long as he could. Donations 
in his name will be gladly accepted for 
the Circle of Friends/National AIDS 
Memorial Grove, SF AIDS Foundation, 
Ellipse San Mateo County or the Ameri¬ 
can Cancer Society. 


Hospitality fixture 
Fred Lavre dies at 68 


by Seraphina Langusto 


W aiter/chef extraordinaire 
Fred Lavre, who enjoyed 
a remarkable 40-year ca¬ 
reer working in renowned San 
Francisco restaurants, died Sun¬ 
day, January 4. He was 68. 

A native San Franciscan, Lavre 
was born February 4, 1929 and 
spent his childhood on Potrero 
Hill, living in the 19th-century 
Missouri Street home that has 
been in his family for almost a 
hundred years. He began his culi¬ 
nary exploits in 1950 as a waiter at 
the Paper Doll in North Beach. 
When Gordon Jones and Dick 
Templeton left the Paper Doll in 
1953 to open the soon-to-be-leg- 
endary Gordon’s Restaurant at 
Sansome and Broadway, they took 
Fred with them. 

Many celebrities frequented 
the popular Gordon’s, including 
Herb Caen, Anita O’Day, Tallulah 
Bankhead, and a very young 
Johnny Mathis. The singer always 
requested Fred’s station. 

During the 1960s, Fred blos¬ 
somed as a chef at On the Levee, 



Fred Lavre 


on the San Francisco waterfront. 
Halloweens there saw him hosting 
huge soirees, with the inimitable 
David Kelsey manning the organ. 
Busloads of revelers would arrive 
at On the Levee, each bus with its 
own theme for the occasion. 

In the 1970s, Fred took up 
cooking duties at Ron Cavallo’s 
Fickle Fox on Valencia Street, and 
popped up in the ’80s at Leonard 
Mollet’s 527 on Bryant Street (later 
Chez Mollet). He retired in 1991. 

For the last five years, Fred 


resided at a senior apartment 
building on Eddy Street. He was 
well-liked by the staff and the res¬ 
idents there. His longtime heart 
condition was unfortunately not 
improved by surgery in late 1996. 
Happily, he remained comfortable 
in his apartment until the last few 
weeks of his life, and was expertly 
cared for at Coming Home Hos¬ 
pice just prior to his death. 

Fred was blessed with many 
old, close friends who were always 
there for him. They include Ron 
Warren, Chester Wisniewski, 
Gene Hardy, Mike Gonzales, 
Larry Howell and Don Rogers. 
His loving brother, Roy, and his 
family were very supportive of 
Fred. He was especially fond of his 
“trio of wonderful aunts,” Vera, 
Anna and Audrey. 

In Fred’s later years, he was 
adopted by an extended Southern 
family that stretched from Alfred 
Doolittle and Stewart Butler in 
New Orleans to his great friend, 
Cliff Howard, in Atlanta. Un¬ 
doubtedly, Fred is now catching up 
with Mel Gile, Ray Saunders, Dal¬ 
las Reichstein, and Harry Dobbs. 
He will not be forgotten. T 


Friends to gather to remember Kathy Acker 


by Seraphina Langusto 


athy Acker, the prolific au¬ 
thor of influential works like 
Empire of the Senseless , Blood 
and Guts in High School , My Moth¬ 
er, a Demonology, and Pussy, King of 
the Pirates, died November 30, at 
age 50, from cardiopulmonary fail¬ 
ure. After surgery, Acker, a strong 
proponent of non-traditional med¬ 
ical practices, died while undergo¬ 
ing spiritual and herbal therapies 
for her cancer. She was, in her own 
words, “a cancer warrior.” 

Acker was widely regarded as 
one of the most important avant- 
garde writers of her generation. 
Her collage style, in which she 
drew from classic texts, pop liter¬ 
ature, cultural theory, and her 
own dreams and imagination, 
placed her solidly within the tra¬ 
dition of such literary giants as 
William S. Burroughs. Acker was 
a larger-than-life figure, admired 



Kathy Acker 


by the denizens of wildly dis¬ 
parate subcultures that ranged 
from body-manipulating modern 
primitives to neo-feminists, from 
sexually transgressive riot grrls to 
highbrow cultural theorists. 

For most of the ’90s, Acker 
made her home in San Francisco, 
where she was a teacher and occa¬ 
sional journalist. Her last complet¬ 


ed work, Requiem, an elegiac three- 
act opera commissioned by the 
American Opera Project, will be 
performed later this year under the 
baton of its composer, Ken Valitsky. 

This Thursday, January 22, 
Acker’s friends and admirers will 
gather at 8 p.m. at Slim’s, located at 
333 11th Street, to mourn her 
death, celebrate her life, and honor 
her memory with an evening of 
music, ritual, and spoken word. 
Among those appearing will be 
performance artists Winston Tong 
and Jade-Blue Eclipse; spoken 
word performers Susie Bright, 
Anna Joy Springer, Kevin Killian, 
Dodie Bellamy, Robert Gluck, and 
John Shirley; musicians Stephen 
Kent and Beth Custer; and bands 
Tribe 8 and Dirtbox. This event, 
with a $ 10 suggested donation, will 
be hosted by San Francisco film¬ 
maker Machiko Saiko and R.U. Se¬ 
rious of Mondo 2000 magazine. 
For more information, call 543- 
3685. ▼ 
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ALLRT: Designing longterm clinical trials 


by Matthew Sharp, ACT UP/ 
Golden Gate Writers Pool 


f clinical trials continue in the 
current trend, AIDS research 
will suffer and the advances 
made up to now will be for 
naught. There are inherent design 
problems with trials today that 
must be changed if progress is to 
continue in the coming years. 
Hopefully a change is in 
the works that may re¬ 
solve most of the is¬ 
sues and bring us 
eventually to a cure. 

Several ACT UP Writ¬ 
ers Pool articles have fo¬ 
cused on ill-designed AIDS 
clinical trials today. 

Poor design is result¬ 
ing in declining en¬ 
rollment. Research 
institutions are struggling to get 
people with HIV into trials at a 
time when most drugs that have 
proven effective are available at 
the pharmacy or through various 
assistance programs. One of the 
biggest incentives for entering a 
study, drug access, is no longer the 
driving factor it once was, when 
people with AIDS were more des- 


ploy longterm follow-up studies, 
which can answer questions about 
toxicities and effectiveness in a 
more real-world scenario. 

Advantages 

Activists have been demanding 
longterm studies for years. Trials 
now look at a snapshot of a pa¬ 
tient’s treatment history. They in¬ 
volve defined subgroups compar¬ 
ing one drug against another in a 
fixed duration or short term. 
This has been a require¬ 
ment of the FDA in 
order to approve the 
drug for marketing. 
But in the real world, 
head-to-head, fixed du¬ 
ration studies do not ac¬ 
curately portray the 
way people with 
AIDS should be 
treated. 

The AIDS Clinical Trials 
Group is one research group de¬ 
vising a new system of following 
people over the long term. Fund¬ 
ed through the National Institutes 
of Health, the ACTG is the largest 
of the federal institutions per¬ 
forming AIDS clinical research. 
Not always known for its aggres¬ 
sive, cutting edge research, the 



One big complaint about studies 
today is that participants aren’t 
given timely results to lab tests. 


perate. Also, opportunistic infec¬ 
tion studies have become difficult 
to enroll because fewer people are 
experiencing clinical manifesta¬ 
tions of AIDS. Other design issues 
such as strict entry criteria, which 
restrict people who have been on 
previous therapy, have placed a 
stranglehold on AIDS research. 
Therefore, trials enroll too slowly, 
and by the time studies are com¬ 
pleted, the information gained is 
often outdated and not useful. 

Researchers and people with 
AIDS are urging a new system of 
studying HIV in this era of potent 
combination therapies, viral resis¬ 
tance, and overwhelming confu¬ 
sion about how to best use the 
drugs. More answers need to be 
found in people who have used all 
of their treatment options. One 
effective strategy would be to em- 


ACTG is now leading the field 
with a “matrix” system for study¬ 
ing people with AIDS. The new 
system, ACTG Longitudinal 
Linked Randomized Trials 
(ALLRT), will attempt to address 
some of the fundamental prob¬ 
lems experienced in AIDS re¬ 
search. The group intends to fol¬ 
low a large number of patients 
and roll them into subsequent 
studies with the goal of achieving 
longterm suppression, immuno¬ 
logic reconstitution, and preven¬ 
tion of disease progression and 
opportunistic complications. 

ALLRT is the brainchild of the 
Scientific Agenda Steering Com¬ 
mittee of the Adult AIDS Clinical 
Trials Group (AACTG). Mark Ja¬ 
cobson, an AIDS researcher at San 
Francisco General Hospital, is a 
principal investigator and newly 


AEF service 

M page 14 

March. 

“We’re really, really trying to 
get it back up to $500,” said Turn¬ 
er. 

Board members needed 

In other matters, AEF is cur¬ 
rently looking for people who are 
interested in becoming board 
members. Berthelsen and Turner 
said there are only seven directors 
now, and they are hoping to in¬ 
crease that to 15. Especially need¬ 
ed are people who have fundrais¬ 
ing experience, people with expe¬ 
rience working with ASOs, and 
those with accounting back¬ 
grounds. Women and people of 
color are also being encouraged to 
apply. People do not have to live 
in San Francisco; in fact, Turner 
said AEF would like more board 
representation from the other 
counties it serves. 

In terms of fundraising, Turn¬ 
er said that Kerry Enright has 
come on board as an independent 
contractor one day per week. En¬ 
right, the former executive direc¬ 


tor of the AIDS Memorial Grove, 
is concentrating on fund develop¬ 
ment for AEF, particularly from 
foundations and corporations. 

AEF needs to raise $1.7 million 
in private or grant funds this year 
to continue serving its clients. 
Federal Ryan White CARE funds 
from San Francisco and Alameda 
counties help in those areas; last 
year, AEF received $800,000 from 
the city and $70,000 from Alame¬ 
da County. “Alameda has come 
through with money, from 
fundraising and CARE funds,” ex¬ 
plained Turner. 

The organization is the benefi¬ 
ciary of numerous charity events 
each year in San Francisco. Be¬ 
cause last year’s first “Heart of 
Gold” campaign was so success¬ 
ful, raising some $45,000 for AEF, 
it will probably be repeated this 
year. A holiday fundraising letter 
brought in an additional $38,000. 

“But it’s still not enough,” said 
Enright. T 


To apply for the board of 
directors, make a financial 
donation, or inquire about 
services, call (415) 558-6999. 


named chair of the AACTG Com¬ 
plications Research Agenda Com¬ 
mittee, which sets priorities for 
research in AIDS complications. 
When asked why ALLRT would 
be important in today’s research 
picture, Jacobson replied, “Every¬ 
one with HIV disease will be bet¬ 
ter served by trials that answer the 
most important questions related 
to the impact of the new anti¬ 
retroviral treatments on the 
longterm health of people with 
this disease.” 

He added, “Monitoring a very 
large group of patients over many 
years, this type of longterm follow¬ 
up of patients who have been en¬ 
rolled in randomized trials is not 
done in industry-sponsored trials.” 

With longterm follow-up 
through ALLRT, patients will be 
randomized to two or more 
treatment arms and followed 
until their virus breaks through 
or becomes detectable. Then they 
will move on to another trial, 
based on what treatment they 
need and what is available at that 
point. If no trials fit their criteria, 
they will continue to be moni¬ 
tored until the right study comes 
along. Other patients will enter 
during the course of ALLRT in 
other trials, depending on their 
resistance status, prior drug'his- 
tory, and viral load, and the ma¬ 
trix will grow, build, and inter¬ 
connect. 

One big complaint about stud¬ 
ies today is that participants 
sometimes aren’t given results to 
lab tests until the study is over. 
This unethical practice will end 
with ALLRT. Viral load and other 



Dr. Mark Jacobson 


blood tests will be provided to the 
participant as they are performed. 
Other incentives, such as pay¬ 
ment, have been discussed to en¬ 
courage enrollment. Plans to store 
specimen samples are underway, 
which could provide crucial in¬ 
formation down the line. 


Obstacles 

Since ALLRT is still in the plan¬ 
ning stages, community members 
hope that the real intention of the 
study will remain intact after all 
the researchers have given their 
input. Because of past bureaucrat¬ 
ic problems with the ACTG, many 
innovative ideas have been 
squelched by the changes made to 
a concept or protocol. 

All of the technicalities in¬ 
volved in ALLRT may seem mind- 
boggling, and one may wonder 
how the ACTG can pull off such 
an inventive system given its lim¬ 
ited resources. 

Jacobson said, “To some ex¬ 
tent, that is true. There are a lim¬ 
ited amount of resources available 
to the ACTG. The intensity with 
which patients enrolled in ALLRT 
will be studied will probably 
lower the overall number of pa¬ 
tients that can be enrolled in tri¬ 
als, but we think we can learn an¬ 
swers to more important ques¬ 
tions in this way.” 

ALLRT should be in full swing 
by the end of the year, he said. ▼ 


UCSF Gay Men’s Stimulant Recovery Group 
at the 

Stimulant Treatment Outpatient Program (STOP) 


Call us we can help! Meet with other men to explore ways of supporting & 
maintaining your recovery. This is not a research program. 

• Pre-group intake required 

• No fee required 

• Services are confidential 

3180 18th Street at Folsom * 

6:00-7:30 pm Monday & Wednesday 
Call Chuck McNeil at (415) 502-5703 

•Wheelchair accessible. A program of Substance Abuse Services UCSF Department of Psychiatry. 


AIDS PATIENTS 
WITH GENITAL HERPES 

Volunteers Wanted for Clinical Trial 


A leading medical specialist in San Francisco, near 
UCSF, DR. MARCUS CONANT, is inviting volunteers 
to participate in a clinical research trial. If you have 
been diagnosed with AIDS and have recurrent genital 
or perianal herpes, you may qualify to participate in this 
trial of a naturally derived investigational drug for the 
topical treatment of herpes. 


Requirements: 

• Ages 18 and older 

• Diagnosis of AIDS 

• Current herpes outbreak 


All qualified participants will receive free standard 
antiviral herpes therapy, medical treatment, and 
laboratory tests. Qualified participants may also be 
paid up to $500 at the completion of the study. 

For more information please call: 

(415) 661-2613 
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McVeigh goes to court 


by Bob Roehr 


T he Navy is trying to kick out 
17-year veteran petty officer 
Timothy McVeigh (no rela¬ 
tion to the Oklahoma City 
bomber of the same name) be¬ 
cause an American Online profile 
has the word “gay” in it. McVeigh 
claims the “evidence” of his own¬ 
ing that account was obtained il¬ 
legally, but he isn’t saying whether 
or not he is gay. 

McVeigh v. Cohen is the official 
case name, an instant cause 
celebre among the gay and online 
communities. “What is at issue in 
this case is that the Navy broke the 
Electronic Communications Pri¬ 
vacy Act [ECPA], and it broke the 
‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, Don’t Pur¬ 
sue’ [DADT] policy” of gays in the 
military, said Dixon Osburn, 
spokesman for the Servicemem- 
bers Legal Defense Network. 

The action played out in a fed¬ 
eral courtroom at the foot of 
Capitol Hill on Tuesday, January 
20. Judge Stanley Sporkin, 65, is 
an animated figure, constantly 
chewing on ice cubes. He is a Rea¬ 
gan appointee with a reputation 
for even-handedness. He was like¬ 
ly assigned the case because of his 
experience as judge in the chal¬ 
lenge to DADT several years ago 
by Marine Sergeant Justin Elzie. 

McVeigh has demonstrated 
“superior leadership” and “the 
core Navy values that guarantee 
success,” said his attorney, 
Christopher Wolf, reading from a 
recent fitness report on the sailor 
by his commanding officer. He ar¬ 


gued that an online profile “is not 
a declaration that it is true,” and 
that such evidence “did not rise to 
a level to warrant a court order.” 
It did not constitute a basis for in¬ 
vestigation under DADT. 

Furthermore, in contacting 
AOL to make the connection be¬ 
tween the profile and McVeigh, the 
Navy violated the ECPA. The naval 
investigator did identify himself as 
being with the military. And he did 
not obtain a court order, which the 
law demands. Thus the evidence 
was gathered illegally and should 
have been suppressed. 


“Yes,” came the reply, because 
“statement implies conduct.” 
McVeigh presumably did not 
rebut that presumption, despite 
the fact that the court record of 
his military trial shows that he 
dated women and was once en¬ 
gaged to be married. 

“How do you rebut, you bring 
in a woman and have sex with 
her?” queried Sporkin. Nervous 
laughter filled the courtroom for 
a brief second. 

Glass argued that ECPA does 
not prohibit the government from 
calling AOL and asking for certain 


AOL admitted at the hearing 
that because of human error, it 
violated its own policy of privacy 
in revealing McVeigh's name. 


Sporkin does not use the In¬ 
ternet and seemed to have a hard 
time grasping the fluid nature of 
online profiles. As regular users of 
America Online know, each ac¬ 
count may have up to five differ¬ 
ent profiles, which may be fact, 
fantasy, or a mix of both. Merely 
because something has been 
keyed in does not make it true. 
But the government’s case seems 
based on the idea that the word 
“gay” in McVeigh’s profile is all 
that is necessary to prove he is gay. 

Sporkin asked Department of 
Justice attorney David Glass, “Is a 
bio [online profile] enough of a 
ticket for getting kicked out?” 


information, it merely restricts, 
them from requiring compliance 
without a court order. 

New revelations 

The hearing contained new 
revelations. One was a letter from 
American Online, received only 
that morning. In it AOL admitted 
that because of human error it vi¬ 
olated its own policy of privacy in 
revealing McVeigh’s name. It also 
charged that “the Navy had mis¬ 
represented itself” in obtaining 
that information. 

The filing also contained a 
statement by Professor Charles 
Moskos, often called the father of 



BROADENED CRITERIA 



SUSTIVA'"(efavirenz) 

EXPANDED ACCESS PROGRAM 
FOR THE TREATMENT OF HIV 


DuPont Pharma is pleased to announce its 
Expanded Access Program for SUSTIVA™, a new 
investigational non-nucleoside reverse transcriptase 
inhibitor used in combination therapy for HIV disease. 

The program is open to HIV-positive patients 
13 years of age or older who are unable to tolerate, 
or are failing to respond to, their current treatment and 
who meet the entry criteria. 

1 EXPANDED INCLUSION CRITERIA [ now allow 
enrollment of patients with CD 4 <400 cells/mm^ at any 
point in their history. 

If you would like more information on participating 
in this program, please contact your physician. 
Alternatively, contact your local AIDS community T based 
organization, district public health office, or call the 
toll-free number below. 

SUSTIVA 

efavirenz 

Call the SUSTIVA 

Expanded Access Program at 1 - 800 - 998-6854 


http-yAvww.hiv.duporrtmerck.com 


Wilmington, DE 19880-0723 U.S.A. SUSTIVA™ is a Trademark of The DuPont Merck Pharmaceutical Company 


DADT. In it, as in a weekend ap¬ 
pearance on National Public 
Radio, he railed against the Navy 
for undermining that policy with 
its shoddy implementation. 

He said that if the Navy violat¬ 
ed ECPA, the case should be 
dropped. “Any other outcome 
would send an improper message 
to the government sanctioning 
improper and illegal investiga¬ 
tions.” Furthermore, “This sort of 
heavy handed ‘enforcement’ by 
the Navy will inadvertently un¬ 
dermine the policy by eroding 
confidence among servicemen 
that the Navy will not ‘ask’ if they 
do not ‘tell.’” 


Judge Sporkin did not issue a 
ruling on McVeigh’s request for an 
injunction barring separation from 
the Navy, nor did he issue a tempo¬ 
rary restraining order while more 
evidence is gathered for presenta¬ 
tion. The government said that reg¬ 
ulations prohibit them from dis¬ 
charging McVeigh while he is on 
leave to appear in court, but they 
did intend to do so when he returns 
to duty at midnight on Friday. 

Sporkin indicated that after 17 
years, McVeigh did have a vested 
interest in continuing service, and 
that “the better way is to keep him 
on.” His decision is expected by 
Friday. ▼ 


Gay GIs in fear 
and doubt after 
McVeigh action 


by Peter Cassels 


T he Navy’s pending discharge 
of Senior Chief Petty Officer 
Timothy R. McVeigh after he 
anonymously described himself in 
an America Online profile [see ac¬ 
companying story, this page] is hav¬ 
ing a chilling effect on gay military 
personnel who use the online ser¬ 
vice, according to one active-duty 
sailor who agreed to an interview 
if he were not identified. 

The career non-commis¬ 
sioned officer said he and others 
in his gay network of co-workers 
and friends have reexamined how 
they use AOL, and have taken pre¬ 
cautionary steps to help prevent 
discovery by the Navy. 

McVeigh, a highly decorated 
17-year career enlisted ipan who 
until recently served aboard the 
nuclear attack submarine Chica¬ 
go stationed in Hawaii, was to 
have been discharged January 21, 
after the Navy delayed the action 
following worldwide news media 
attention. 

The Navy contends that it dis¬ 
covered McVeigh’s identity from 
AOL. At the discharge hearing in 
November, an investigator testi¬ 
fied he phoned the online service, 
without acknowledging his con¬ 
nection to the Navy, and was 
given McVeigh’s identity just by 
giving AOL a screen name. AOL 
has denied it releases such infor¬ 
mation, except under subpoena. 

The matter has focused re¬ 
newed attention on the Penta¬ 
gon’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” pol¬ 
icy regarding gays and lesbians, 
and raised concerns over privacy 
issues in cyberspace. 

The NCO said the Navy has 
the technology to get the infor¬ 
mation on McVeigh without 
AOL’s help. The Navy Civilian In¬ 
vestigative Service (NCIS), the 
unit which investigates personnel, 
likely has the ability to bypass 
AOL. “I’m sure they have access,” 
he said. “They could have found 
out because he may have told 
someone else what his screen 
name was. And they didn’t have to 
go to AOL. I think they used that 
as their cover.” 

He has changed his AOL pro¬ 
file. “I removed my first name and 
changed my location from the 
state where I’m based to ‘East 
Coast,”’ he reported. “And, al¬ 
though I didn’t use the word ‘gay’ 


in the profile, my personal quota¬ 
tion - a good man is hard to find 
and vice versa - might have given 
me away. I changed it.” 

During searches of AOL pro¬ 
files, he has seen many which in¬ 
clude the words “Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell” or the acronym DADT, a tip- 
off that they belong to military 
personnel, he said. 

He has stopped visiting gay chat 
rooms, like one named military 
m4m, devoted to gay and bisexual 
military men: “I’m afraid to go 
there anymore, because the NCIS 
maybe trying to get the rest of us.” 

He’s not alone in being para¬ 
noid, the NCO said. “Other peo¬ 
ple I’ve talked to are wondering 
what is going to happen next.” 
Everyone has a lot at stake, he ex¬ 
plained. Careers and personal re¬ 
lationships are on the line: “Bisex¬ 
uality is a big thing in the military. 
There are a lot of people who are 
[married], and yet online they 
talk about wanting to have fulfill¬ 
ing experiences with people of the 
same sex. I think it has affected 
everybody. It’s the first time that I 
had to sit back and say, ‘Wait a 
minute. I’d better be careful about 
what I’m doing.’” 

His gay buddies are all more 
cautious since the McVeigh case. 
“There’s no way that any of us are 
free - at least like we thought we 
were,” he continued. “I have met 
people who said they were hours 
away even in other states, far away 
on the other coast, and yet found 
out that they were right here lo¬ 
cally. Living right across the street 
from me. And I’ve met people 
who live on base who say they are 
cautious because they don’t know 
if the base is monitoring their 
computers.” 

The sailor said his father is de¬ 
ceased, but his mother knows he 
is gay. “She called me and said, 
‘Hey, you have got to be careful 
because of this thing with Timo¬ 
thy McVeigh’. It’s the first time 
ever that she had addressed this 
issue. She is concerned that I’m 
going to gef thrown out.” 

The NCO said he plans on 
serving 20 years and then retiring, 
but is concerned about jeopardiz¬ 
ing his pension. Even if the Navy 
finds out he is gay after he retires, 
he could lose his pension, he con¬ 
tended. “They can just take it away 
on a whim, by just saying I exe¬ 
cuted a fraudulent contract when 
I enlisted.” T 
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Bike coastal 



by Jim Provenzano 


i i ith all the bicycle-friendly 

, I politics in the Bay Area, 

® W it’s no surprise that cy¬ 
cling is one of the more popular 
recreational sports among all 
kinds of Northern Californians. 
Certainly that includes a lot 
of gays and lesbians. In 
fact, a recent survey of 
Bicycle Coalition mem¬ 
bers shows that gay men 
make up the majority of 
the group. 

One member who’s 
been a cycling fan longer 
than most is 65-year- 
old Oakland resident 
Derek Liecty. A Team 
San Francisco mem¬ 
ber and a board mem¬ 
ber of Different Spokes - the 
area’s most popular gay and les¬ 
bian biking group, with over 300 
members - Liecty has been in¬ 
volved with Gay Games since its 
inception in 1982. He first com¬ 
peted in cycling in 1986, and “in 
1990, in Vancouver, [when] we 
added mountain biking for the 
first time,” he won a gold medal in 
the Mountain Bike race for ages 
42 and up. 

Four years later, in the Gay 
Games in New York - Brooklyn, 
actually - he won a silver medal in 
individual time trial for ages 50 
and up. 

How does this 65-year-old man 
train for an Olympic event only she 
months away? “Come daylight sav¬ 
ings time, it’ll be easier,” he jokes. 
“I make an effort to ride about 3- 
4,000 miles a year, which may 
sound like a lot, but it’s not.” 

As for the team and club train¬ 
ing, he says, “We have had a very 
enthusiastic group who did a lot 
of training in Golden Gate Park in 
the spring. I hope we can get 
something like that going again.” 

Putting it together 

Liecty’s support of cycling also 
extends to his duties as a board 
member of the Federation of Gay 
Games. He has planned a trip to 
Amsterdam to check out facilities 
this May, and is currently “work¬ 
ing with local cycling organizers 
to help them put the event to¬ 
gether,” he says. 

The cycling events for Gay 
Games ’98 will include: 

• A countryside warm-up tour 
of the Dutch countryside; 

• A Criterium/Road Race, 
which will be a 60-kilometer 
(about 7 miles) team race; 

• Individual time trials: 
women’s 12.5-kilometers; men’s 
license holders 25K; men’s non-li¬ 
cense holders 12.5K; and 

• Indoor course events in the 
Amsterdamse bos: women’s 60 
minutes; men’s 80 minutes. 

“We had to do a lot of lobby¬ 
ing to get them to add mountain 
biking,” Liecty says. “I’ve been 
over there. There is a facility on a 
landfill, but it was considered too 
far out of town.” He anticipates a 
well-organized Games, although 
he acknowledges there can always 
be gaps in any event that relies 
upon unpaid workers. “With vol¬ 
unteers, who have a lot of exper¬ 
tise and enthusiasm in some areas 
but not in others,” he says, “you 
take what you get.” 

As a member of the Federa¬ 
tion’s Outreach Committee, Liec¬ 
ty proudly mentions committee 
members’ efforts “to get under¬ 
represented areas like South 
Africa, Argentina, and Peru - 
places where we’ve never even had 
a [competing athlete] - to pro¬ 
mote the Games.” He calls the in¬ 


ternational sports gathering “the 
greatest empowering event of any 
gay and lesbian event.” 

And although it seems likely 
that fewer Different Spokes mem¬ 
bers will attend this Gay Games 
than the events of four and eight 
years ago, Liecty anticipates a good 
turnout overall. “The whole thing 
about the Games is that this is the 
first time it’s off the 
continent [of North 
America],” he says. “I 
am so enthusiastic about 
taking this event into a new 
world. We may have fewer 
people, but from more coun¬ 
tries. I’m not sure what 
the numbers are going 
to be for cycling. I 
know we have over 
200 registered from 
around the world.” 

One slight sticking point, ad¬ 
mittedly, is the cost of getting all 
those bikes from all over the 
world to Amsterdam. “Unfortu¬ 
nately, airlines are starting to 
charge $50 to $75 each way to take 
a bike,” Liecty says. “Most people 
who are serious about competing 
will take their own bikes. But 
there will be rentals available.” 

Criterium criteria? 

Chris Hilburn, who’s been 


with Different Spokes for three 
years, will be one of those taking 
her new bike (a Greg LeMond, 
named for the famous biker, who 
designed the model to his own 
preferences) to Amsterdam from 
San Francisco. 

Raised in Southern Germany, 
she moved to San Francisco in 
1993, and has participated in sev¬ 
eral treks with Different Spokes to 
Tahoe, Mount Diablo, and other 
scenic regions. “We go to the pic¬ 
nics and pool parties, too, of 


course. My girlfriend and I also go 
to Marin a lot.” She calls the ca¬ 
maraderie of Bay Area queer folk 
“like a childhood dream.” 

Although Hilburn has cycled 
all over Europe, she never did it 
competitively. For Amsterdam, 
she says, she is “trying to focus on 
time trials and the Criterium. 

“A Criterium in the U.S. is a 
short course, less than a mile,” she 
explains. “It’s flat and usually in 
an industrial park, 45 minutes 
around and around, plus three 
laps. You go around in a pack, full 
out high speed. It’s a curling-over- 
the-handlebars kind of effort! 

“In Amsterdam, it sounds like 
they’re a little confused. They are 
setting it up a little differently. I’ve 
heard they have a track.” 

Whatever the format, Hilburn 


will compete in that event and in 
the time trial, which she describes 
as “basically a full-out single effort 
where everybody is by themselves 
and you go as fast and far as you 
as you can over a short distance.” 

She, like Liecty, stressed that 
participation, not competition, 
will be the focus. 

Like many Gay Games partici¬ 
pants, Hilburn has other travel 
plans around her Amsterdam trip. 
She has not been back to Europe 
for two years and wants to watch 
the world soccer championship 
with Italian pals (who appreciate 
soccer more, shall we say, fervent¬ 
ly than most Americans), and 
hopes to catch the last stages of 
the Tour de France. Being from 
Europe, she also knows the face of 
the competition. “European cy¬ 
clists are so strong,” she says. “All I 
can do is focus on my own work. 

“But,” she laughs, “competing 
in Europe probably means we’re 
gonna get our asses kicked!” ▼ 


Due to a change of event 
scheduling, Gay Games 
registration for all cycling has 
been extended to March 15, 
with no late fee. Cyclists 
interested in biking with 
Different Spokes, or competing 
in Gay Games, can call Derek at 
(510) 339-2345. For more info 
on Gay Games, call +31(0) 20 
427 1998, e-mail 
info@gaygames.nl, or write Gay 
Games Amsterdam 1998, P0 
Box 2837,1000 CV Amsterdam, 
The Netherlands. 


GAY GAMES UP 


Hotel rooms still 
available in Amsterdam 

by Francis Cox 


E ven though hotel accommodations during Gay Games Ams¬ 
terdam 1998 are booking up fast, there are still hotel rooms 
in Amsterdam to be had at all prices, according to Ronald 
Boonacker of European Gayways. "We still have the best locations 
and are the least expensive tour operator,” says Boonacker, one of 
the official American travel partners for Gay Games Amsterdam 
1998. “We can also offer competitive air travel to the Games.” 

From August 1-8, Amsterdam will have as many as 15,000 par¬ 
ticipants and some 200,000 visitors arrive for the biggest gay and 
lesbian event of the century. Amsterdam hotel owners have been 
eagerly awaiting this bonanza, and available hotel space is being 
snapped up fast. The expected demand is such that tour operators 
are reserving hotel space in Diemen, Utrecht, Den Haag, and other 
areas in the immediate vicinity of Amsterdam. 

“Holland is a small country, and public transport is excellent,” 
says Boonacker. “Even people who book late, and have to stay on 
the outskirts of metropolitan Amsterdam, will still be in easy reach 
of all the festivities.” 

For the moment, though, there is still plenty of hotel space avail¬ 
able. Rooms can be booked through European Gayways by calling 
1-800-923-3308 (toll-free) or (619)-682-5111, or by fax at (619)- 
682-5117. To speak to the Netherlands Reservations Center direct¬ 
ly, dial 1-31-70-419-5500 (remember, the time in Amsterdam is nine 
hours later than in San Francisco); fax them at 1-31-70-419-5519. ▼ 


NEED TO TALK? 

WE RE HERE TO LISTEN. 



FOR FREE, CONFIDENTIAL EMOTIONAL SUPPORT 
CALL: 1-800-273-AIDS 

5 P.M. TO 5 A.M. EVERY NIGHT 

Funded by the Laine Family Foundation & McCarthy Family Foundation. 


WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

0% IRS Tax Deduction 

Donate your car, boat, truck or R.V. 
Get high book value, running or not 
Free Towing! 

* We accept in any condition 

Benefits Shanti Project 

Thank You Very Much! 

1 - 800-344-1 1 86 


Tennis Anyone? 

The Gay & Lesbian Tennis Federation 

Play tennis, meet people, have fun. 


Team tennis, tournaments, GLTA teams, 
challenge ladder, social events, and more... 

Annual Dues $40.00 

For informational brochure, call the GLTF voice 
mail and leave your name and address. 

415 263-5929 


Using Speed 
Crack or 
a 
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Do you need a safe place to talk... where you are 
not being judged? Come to a free drop-in group 


. m 7.30 to 9:00 P m ' 
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NEW LEAF 

SERVICES FOR OUR COMMUNITY 

1853 MARKET STREET - SF • 415.626.7000 
Ask for Chuck at ext. 233 or Val at ext. 220 
FREE / ANONYMOUS / CONFIDENTIAL 

TDD 4 15.252.8376 Funding provided by 
SF Dept oi Public Health, Community Substance Abuse Services, SF Aids Office, HRSA & private donations 










































24 BAY AREA REPORTER 22 January 1998 


Migden introduces 
AIDS license plate bill 


by Marghe Covino 


bill to create a special li- 
; cense plate commemorat¬ 
ing the fight against AIDS 
was introduced by Assembly- 
member Carole Migden, D-San 
Francisco, on January 12. 

Designed to raise funds for re¬ 
search and enhance awareness 
that AIDS is a public health issue 
which affects all Californians, AB 
1663 will grant a special license to 
any registered vehicle owner for 
an additional $50 over the regular 
registration fee. Migden estimates 
that the special plates will raise 
$500,000 in the first year, with 
additional revenues raised upon 
renewal. 

Currently the funds generated 
from AB 1663 are earmarked for 


the AIDS Research Center at the 
University of California at San 
Francisco (UCSF). However, there 
is some criticism regarding that 
allocation, and suggestions have 
been made that the money go to 
the entire UC system. It is antici¬ 
pated that there will be some 
changes made in AB 1663 to ac¬ 
commodate those suggestions. 

Migden said, “We are making 
incredible strides in our fight to 
stem this epidemic in California. 
California’s research institutions 
are worldwide leaders in the effort 
to advance new treatments for 
AIDS and HIV. We need to be vig¬ 
ilant and pledge additional re¬ 
sources to win this fight.” 

Early supporters of AB 1663 
are the City and County of San 
Francisco, and the American 
Foundation for AIDS Research. T 


Commission on Status of 
Women to fund violence 
against women programs 


by Cynthia Laird 


|jpt| rganizations and agencies 

1 that deal with violence 
against women are being 
encouraged to apply for funds 
through the San Francisco Com¬ 
mission on the Status of Women. 
Between 1998 and 2001, as much 
as $2.4 million could be available 
for each of the three fiscal years 
for services and programs ad¬ 
dressing violence against women 
and girls in San Francisco. Today 
(Thursday, January 15) the com¬ 
mission released a Request for 
Qualifications (RFQ) for several 
programs; the application dead¬ 
line is Tuesday, March 3. 

Melyssa Jo Kelly, administrator 
of the commission’s violence 
against women programs, said the 
$2.4 million in funding each fiscal 
year is contingent on the city’s 
budget being approved with that 
amount budgeted each time. 

The commission invites appli¬ 
cations from a wide range of local 
organizations, including ethnic- 
identified, human rights, social 
justice, community organizing, 
faith-based, arts, media, and 
neighborhood-oriented agencies. 
The RFQ covers the following: 

• Violence prevention educa¬ 


tion - to prevent the abuse and as¬ 
sault of women and girls, and to 
prevent men and boys from en¬ 
gaging in violence against women, 
through public awareness cam¬ 
paigns, training programs, com¬ 
munity outreach, and education; 

• Intervention/advocacy pro¬ 
grams - to address domestic vio¬ 
lence and sexual assault before cri¬ 
sis services are needed, with varied 
services, including multi-discipli¬ 
nary screening and referrals; 

• Crisis services for survivors - 
to assist women who have been 
raped or battered, through emer¬ 
gency shelters, victim advocacy, 
and accompaniment, crisis lines, 
and legal services; and 

• Transitional/advocacy ser¬ 
vices - to help survivors of sexual 
assault and domestic violence 
achieve economic independence, 
recover from victimization, and 
move from trauma to healing. 

Community-based organiza¬ 
tions, nonprofit agencies, inde¬ 
pendent consultants, and service 
providers are encouraged to apply 
for the funding. T 


To request a copy of the RFQ 
public announcement, call 
Melyssa Jo Kelly at (415) 252- 
2570. 


Sacto Dems 

◄ page 1 

to the success of the San Francis¬ 
co legislation, that 600,000 people 
are covered by healthcare benefits 
and the cost is not prohibitive. 

Art Croney of the Committee 
on Moral Concerns predictably 
weighed in against the bill, and 
Senator Ray Haynes, R-Temecula, 
after a long, emotional speech 
which was described by several 
spectators as “a tirade,” said the 
bill discriminates against employ¬ 
ers who have a moral objection to 
homosexuality. 

Visibly upset, Hayden said, 
“This bill is obviously about gay 
issues, but it’s also about public 
policy and health coverage and an 
economic discrimination that 
goes very deep - because you’re 
creating a second class of citizens 
with respect to healthcare, be¬ 
reavement leave, and family leave. 


I find it really tragic that people 
are blocked from having health 
benefits and other benefits be¬ 
cause of the way they live, even 
though they work seven to eight 
hours a day just like everyone 
else.” 

This week is the deadline for 
the two-year bills, like Hayden’s, 
to pass their first committee. The 
bill was introduced last year and 
was rejected in committee on a 3- 
4 vote the first time around. Joe 
Holland, legislative aide to Hay¬ 
den, said that while SB 841 is 
dead, there is a good probability 
that these issues will be brought to 
the table again. 

“The next time, we’ll make 
more progress,” Holland said. 
“This is about civil rights and 
human rights, and Tom feels so 
strongly about these issues, it’s 
gotta happen.” 

“Yeah,” laughed another aide, 
“all we need is a little help from 
our friends.” ▼ 
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RENTALS 


ROOMMATES 


IVY HOTEL 

$85 & UP WEEKLY 
(415) 863-6388 

539 OCTAVIA, SF CA 94102 


PAG HEIGHTS EDWARDIAN ELAT 

Beautiful 1 bed/ both, Ivg rm, formal 
dining rm, kitchen w/pantry. utility 
rm w/wosher/dryer hook-up. 
Everything has been re-done: 
hardwood floors, paint, kitchen/ 
bath flooring, lighting, etc. 

2 fireplaces (decorative only) in Ivg k 
dining rooms w/built-ins. 1/2 of 
entire basement is your storage! 
t2000.00/mo; first/lost/sec. deposit. 
Call 775-2411, Mon-Thurs. 7-9f>0nly. 


DAY 

ROOMMATES NOWl 


Now You Cun Screen 
Roommates in Advance! 

Hear roommates in their own voices! 
Matched to YOUR criteria by phone. 

It's Confidential. Your profile is heard 
only by those who match YOUR criteria! 

24-hr. Recorded Info: (415) 626-7056 


List Your Vacancy FREE! 


GWM to share furnished Jr. one bed¬ 
room apt with Wshr/Dryr. Civic Cen¬ 
ter area, $340 per month plus de¬ 
posit, utilities and cable included ex¬ 
cept phone. Call 415-673-3674 after 
7pm._ em 



OAKLAND 

Grand Lake Theatre Area 
396 Bellevue Ave. $1150 
Lge deluxe 2BR, 2BA, F/P, D/W, 
cable, W/W, security. Garage avail¬ 
able. Pets OK. Gay owned and operat¬ 
ed. Excel Bldg. Also available: 1BR 
$695. (510) 465-1051 

E04 

SPECTACULAR RUSSIAN 
RIVER HOME 

2 bdrms, 2 baths, fireplace & gas fur¬ 
nace, W/Dryer, hot tub, indoor & out¬ 
door showers, full kitchen (2 refriger¬ 
ators), decks, private, quiet, beautiful 
gardens. $1400/mo lhr20 min drive 
to SF.Bruce415.441.1211 

E04 

S.0.S! Room needed asap by quiet, 
considerate male 42 N/S by 2/1 
415-790-5702 E0 « 


RENTALS 

VALLEJO GARDEN 
RENTALS 

$750/mo-2BR house, FP, park, maid 
& more. $395/mo.-Large house to 
share. Lots of charm & features. 
(707)648-0999 


mm 

49 Y0 PUERT0RICAN MAN 

Well educated, fluent English, semi- 
retired seeks roommate w/large 
house. $450 max can afford. Carlos 
415-756-0581 before 11AM or after 
10PM not a message phone 


lo be competitive today an advertiser 
needs to target his market. Advertisers in 
this publication know exactly the audience 
they are reaching. They get facts, not 
guesstimates or promises. The reason - 
we’re audited by Verified, a national 
auditing service respected for over 40 
years in the publishing industry. Verified’s 
field and internal audits give our 
advertisers the facts they need and help us 
keep our distribution in top shape. 

We are just as committed to giving our 
advertisers honest and precise circulation 
data as we are to providing our readers 
with interesting and valuable information. 
Credibility and integrity are an integral 
part of our business plan. 



No question about it. 



LARGEST ROOMMATE SERVICE 

SERVIN i«7 M 8 MUNITY 

470 CASTRO @ 18TH 

552-9595 

www.communityrentals.com 


$10 OFF RENTAL SERVICE 
$5 OFF ROOMMATE SERVICE 
WITH THIS AD 


Seeking mature male to share flat at 
Alamo Sq. 2bedroom/lbath deck W/D 
D/W Frpl & view. No smoke/pets 
$650Mo incl util. 415-922-6317 

E05 

SAN LEANDRO ROOM 

In Ig house by Marina,Quiet 
neighborhood, gay males $400/mo 
+ Dep+Util. Jim eves 510-614-0995 

E04 

SHARE WITH 2 

3Bd. rm., 2 Ba., Lux. Apt. 

2 Decks w/vu, w/d, d/w, cpts. 

$650 per mo. + 1/3 util. 

441-1555 

E05 

Union City. Fremont. Room with view 
available now. Cozy 2 bdrm. 2 bath 
townhouse in beautiful wooded setting 
next to 2000 acre nature reserve. 
Close to BART, bus, freeways. Share 
w/ friendly, unobtrusive GWM. 
$415/mo.+l/2 utilities. 

Steve 510-441-9105 

E04 


COUNSELING 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


CC 

DAVE 

COOPERBERG 


HBrana 

Individuals & Couples 

• Improve Self-Esteem • 

• Develop Meaningful Relationships • 
• Master Self-Defeating Patterns • 
•Overcome Anxiety & Depression • 

• Move Beyond Fear & Grief • 

• Become More Fully Alive • 

GAY MEN'S 
THERAPY GROUPS 


(415) 431 3220 

Over 23 Years Serving the Bay Area 


INDIVIDUAL AND/OR 
RELATIONSHIP TUNE-UPS 



CECILE MARIE, LCSW 


(415)564-0221 

Insurance / Mtdicara Atcaptad 


MARCIA IRIS BAUM,LCSW 

18 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

• ANGER MANAGEMENT 
• PERSONAL GROWTH 
• BREAKUPS & LOSS 
• INDIVIDUALS & COUPLES 
• TG/TS ISSUES 
SF 824.0580 
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JOBS OFFERED 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


.Johnson 
'Staffing 


Temporary Staffing 
Career Placement 

RECEPTIONISTS 
DATA ENTRY CLERKS 
ACCOUNTING CLERKS 
CUSTOMER SERVICE 
ADMIN ASSISTANTS 

415-986-3378 FAX: 415-986-2282 
jobs@johnsonstaffing.com 


RETAIL SALES 

Bay Area’s #1 Adult Video/Gift Stores 
Seek Friendly Aggresive, 
Well-Groomed, Sales Clerk. $6 PH, 
Health, 401 K + Commisions. 
Excellent Adv. Oppt. 

Apply 960 Folsom Street • S.F. 
2408 Telegraph Avenue • Oakland 


2 PT/ POSITIONS FOR NONPROFIT 
HEALTH CARE ADMIN AGENCY. 
20 HRS/WK, M-F, 9-1 


Acct Asst - to perform payroll and AP 
duties and assist with financial and 
acct assignments. 2 yrs exp AP,AR,GL 
and payroll; knowledge of spread¬ 
sheets and acct software. 

Admin Asst - to provide general 
admin support. Word, excel, Filemaker 
Pro, front desk exp & exp comm skills. 

Reply by 1/30/98; 

SFCCC, 501 2nd St., #120, 

SF 94107, 243-0525 fax, 
rgin@sfccc.org 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

for LYRIC, San Francisco's center for 
Ibgtq (queer) youth. Commitment to 
youth involvement required. Contact 
415-703-6161. All communities en¬ 
couraged to apply/EOE. E05 

COME HEAD THE TEAM @ 
SF’S NEWEST BAR 

DIVA’S 

opening soon and needs an experi¬ 
enced manager 2nd Asian lang. pref 
not req. Pay DOE benefits. Call 415- 
461-6143 for interview and appoint- 

ment -_E0« 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

Have fun learning sales and customer 
service skills.Great Tan 415/928- 
TANS___ eoj 

DIVA’S 

S.F.’S NEWEST GAY BAR 

COME/BE PART OF THE TEAM. 
Bartenders FT and PT 
Security - Door persons 
Waiters and Janitorials 
Call: 461-6143 

Mention position applying for ^ 

RECEPTIONIST 

Customer service oriented person for 
F/T position. Responsible for answer¬ 
ing heavy volume of calls. Able to 
handle many tasks at once. Knowl¬ 
edge of Mac, especially Quark and 
Word, necessary. Typing accuracy, 
some lifting and current driver's li¬ 
cense required., Good pay, benefits. 
Send resume to Bay Area Reporter 
Attn: MT, 395 9th St,SF,CA94103 
EOE_ cjh 

Computer network engineers needed 
with experience with small business. 
Call Jim at 334-5540 


COUNSELING 


3)Jia Q$ab(h 

AB STANFORD 
MA PHD HARVARD 



Have you thought 
about getting a part-time 
job to supplement your 
income? Why a job at 
Blow Buddies? How about 
because you'd be part of 
the best team in San 
Francisco at serving 
guests and giving them 
more than they expect. A 
place you can be proud to 
work in and have fun 
serving your community. 
We are always accepting 
applications during 
normal operating hours. 

BLOW 

BUDDIES 

933 Harrison, SF 


BACH Personnel 


WE WORK FOR YOU! 

Selected Listing of Careers Available: 

T Direct Mail Marketing Account Manager 

▼ Accounting Administrative Assistant 

▼ Restaurant Store Management 

▼ Presentation Graphic Designer 

▼ International Bank Secretary 
T Inside Advertising Sales 

▼ General Office Clerical 
T FoxPro Programmer 

▼ Office Manager 

(415) 626-4663 Fax 626-6159 
The Recruiters: David, Robertas Marcus 
2358 Market at Castro bach@best.com 
Our Website: www.bachpersonnel.com 


ADULT MAILORDER CO. 
NEEDS 2 PEOPLE 

Customer service/order entry, F/T, 
Windows 95/NT, Word, Excel, data¬ 
bases, Email, Internet. Mail room. 
Duties include inventory management, 
shipping, receiving. Part-time. US PS, 
UPS & Fedex experience a must. 

Send resume & salary requirements 
to WAS, INC. 501 Old County Rd., 
Ste. F, Belmont, CA 94002. Job lo¬ 
cation is 1/2 mile from CalTrain. 


Porn auditions: super-hung, hairy 
muscle studs. 255-2920 9AM-9PM 

_E05 

Part-time (20 hour position) 

Behavior Therapist (Marin) 

We are looking for a MFCC or LCSW 
w/exp. in behavior modification work 
w/children'and adolescents, in Marin & 
SF counties. Exp. working in a home 
setting. Fax resume: 415-927-6804. co „ 
Part-time (20 hour position) 

Behavior Therapist (East Bay) 

We are looking for a MFCC or LCSW 
w/exp. in behavior modification work 
w/children and adolescents, in Alame¬ 
da & Contra Costa counties. Exp. 
working in a home setting. Fax re- 
sume: 415-927-6804,_^ 

Administrative Assistant 
Ideal applicants possess strong Mi¬ 
crosoft Office knowledge, note taking 
capabilities and organizational skills. 
Small start-up office looking for self¬ 
starter to answer incoming calls from 
associates and customers. Good cus¬ 
tomer service attitude a must. Profi¬ 
cient at Word, Excel and PowerPoint 
a plus. General office duties apply. 

Fax resume: 415-927-6804. 


RON FOX, Ph D., MFCC 

COUNSELING & PSYCHOTHERAPY 
INDIVIDUALS • COUPLES • GROUPS 



FT INTERIOR PLANT- 
SCAPE TECHNICIAN 


Experience preferred. Artistic ability 
and good communication skills a 
must. Contact Jeff or Tony @ (415) 


864-2251 


E04 


AUDITIONS 

AFRICAN AMERICAN 
TENORS 

Professional Gay A Cappella quintet 
seeks a Countertenor/Tenor (with easy 
falsetto, gospel sensibility). Musical 
experience, commitment required. 
Sight reading a plus! For audition, 
contact: Aurelio 415-252-1154 


Malted 

BRITISH MALE 
AGE 23 

Seeks employment & accomodations 
in San Francisco.Anything consid¬ 
ered.Contact: Steve Reddin,56 Fair- 
fields,Holbeach,Lines. PE127JE, UK 
Tel: (U.K.) 011 441 406 490 158 

__EOF 

USED BOOKS? 

A DIFFERENT LIGHT BOOKSTORE 
Now buying your used books for a 
new bargain section. Lesbian, gay, 
trans, bi, old gay magazines. Call 
Randy Mon-Thu 2-10PM for appt. 
489 Castro 431-0891 



• Relationships • Self-esteem 

• Intimacy • Depression 


WANTED: 


OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

CARING & EFFECTIVE 
PSYCHOTHERAPY FOR 
INDIVIDUALS & COUPLES 


558-8828 

Calif Lie# MFC 14264 


Spiritual Guidance Counseling 
Integrating sexuality and 
spirituality through psychology 
and yoga. Sliding scale fee. 

Dr Ozmo Piedmont 415-431-7575 fQB 


• Coming out issues • Sexuality 

• HIV/AIDS concerns • Anxiety 

• Co-dependency • Stress 

• ACA/dysfunctional family issues 

AFFORDABLE THERAPY 
INSURANCE/SLIDING SCALE 

License #MFC 22194 

SAN FRANCISCO 

751-6714 


ANGRY? 

No control? An anger control group 
for men. $20. Thurs. 8PM Call: 
Marjorie Colvin,M.A. 

MFCC 565-1908 


established business to buy. Mini¬ 
mum sales revenues of $300,000. 
Must have strong'profitability after 
all operating expenses, with solid 
operating history. I am a qualified 
purchaser, not a broker. 

Call 415 864-1264 


PRIVATE EXERCISE STUDIO 
Free wts, cardio, cable systems, 1200 
sf open floor. To share with other fit¬ 
ness professionals, yoga & martial 
arts instructors and bodyworkers. 
415-771-0913 


JOBS OFFERED 


COMMUNITY HEALTH 
OUTREACH WORKERS 

The San Mateo County AIDS Program seeks 
2 temporary (lyear), full-time workers: 


* Health Outreach Team Worker: provide ac¬ 
cess to medical and social services, health 

maintenance support for people with 
HIV/AIDS in the community. Requires auto¬ 
mobile. 

* Prevention Outreach Worker: provide HIV 
prevention services to drug users in treat¬ 
ment programs, jails, and on the street, re¬ 
quires automobile and eligibility for jail ac¬ 
cess badge. 

Preference will be given to applicants with 
CHOW training and /or 1 year of field experi¬ 
ence. Bilingual (Span/Eng) desirable. Fax re¬ 
sume to: Ellen Sweetin (650) 573-2875 or call 
(650) 573-2565 for an application. Deadline: 
1/30/98. EOE 


VACATION RENTALS 


SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO 
OCEAN WALK CUEST HOUSE 

lit O-fj Bwvoft % tit CaoXUcA^- 

Primarily Gay & Lesbian. 40 unit complex of former 
Spanish style homes in a beautiful courtyard setting 
directly on the beach, walking distance to all the action. 
Pool roof-top sun deck, patio bar & grill. 

Discover for yourself why Latins are the worlds hottest lovers. 
Call for free gay package of information. 

Special low summer rates. 1 -800-468-0615 


Bavarian house 

a gay and lesbian bed & breakfast in 

® Lake Tahoe « 

open all year ♦ all private baths 
4 blocks to ski lift ♦ 1 mile to casinos 
south shore ♦ rates from $95/night 

(800)431-4411 (530)544-4411 




PALM SPRINGS 


“iNNdulge “ 

Springs 

"to pamper pleasure, or gratify oneself' 

Warm Sands Newest Resort 


20 rooms 

24 hour pool & spa 
CLOTHING 
FOREVER 
OPTIONAL 
Complimentary 
breakfast and happy hour 
Rates from $75 



Tel 760.327.1408 Fax 760.327.7273 


RESV/INFO 

1 . 800 . 833.5675 

www.inndulge.com 


Jacques’ Cottage 

at the Russian River 

on 7 Private Acres 
POOL, HOT TUB, SUN DECK 
Nudity Permitted 
TV, VCR, CD Private Phone 
Full Kitchen & Bath 
10 minutes from Guerneville 
In the heart of the Wine Country 
Well Behaved Pets Welcome 
707 . 575 . 1033 / 800 . 246.1033 
www.wco.com/-Jacques 


RUS. RIVER VACATION 

rentals. Fully furnished vacation 
homes in the heart of Sonoma wine 
country. Call (707) 869-RENT 


Perfect 

Getaway... 

at THE RUSSIAN RIVER ** I 

A charming, fully-equipped 2 bedroom cabin | 
in a very private, V/i acre wooded set¬ 
ting. Features include large sundecks, | 
hot tub, woodbuming stove, Tv/vcr & j 
CD/cassette player, skylites and solitude, f 

$275 for three-night weekend; $550 for a foil week 
Cali Peter Greene 

>4 Rockheart " <«w> 552-3312 

r x ietxeat f or more details 



AVANTI 

A PRIVATE RESORT 



All the Amenities You Deserve! 
Pool, Spa, Nude Sunning 

800 - 572 - 2779 

760-325-9723 • Fax: 760-325-4357 

715 San Lorenzo Rd., Palm Sprinss, CA 92264 
E-MAIL; psfun4U @ aol.com 


RUSSIAN RIVER CABIN 

Guerneville $150 weekend 
415-567-3482 


RUSSIAN RIVER GETAWAYS 
Quality vacation homes (800) 433- 
6673;www.ycom.com/isf/rrgetaways 
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TECHNICAL SUPPORT 


UPKEEP 



MITP://WWW 


Macintosh Help 

• Set Up and training 

• Troubleshooting 

• Upgrades 

• AOL & Internet 

• 14 years with Apple • 

Steve Kolesar (415)821-2012 


Computer Help 


For Wlndowe PCs by experienced pro 
Setup - Troubleshooting - Internet 
Serving SF & the Peninsula. 

$351st hr. $25 add’! hrs 
Joe (650) 342-5035 


HAVE A MACINTOSH? 

Want some help with it? 

Call Rick at 415-821-1792 


PRUDENTIAL 
WEST REALITY 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://rivervista.com 


INSTRUCTION 


PARLAITALIANO! 

ITALIAN 

CLASSES 


•Mini Groups 

•Private, Individual Lessons 
•Pleasure, Vacation/Travel 
•Business Conversation 
Native speaker with 15 
years experience teaching 
Italian & English as a 
second language. 

$25-30/session, textbook 
not included. 

Prices & times flexible. 

ANNA (415) 421-7250 



Christian 415-522-2879 


GERMAN LESSONS 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 219691 
The following person(s) are doing business 
as Kennedy Carlisle Publishing Company, 
3450 Sacramento Street #504, San Fran¬ 
cisco, CA 94118: Randy Stratt, 2894 Bush 
Street, San Francisco, CA 94115; Kath¬ 
leen Stratt, 2894 Bush Street, San Fran¬ 
cisco, CA 94115. This business is conduct¬ 
ed by a husband and wife. Registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above fictitious business name or names on 
the date of December 30, 1997. Signed 
Randy Stratt. This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of the City and County of 
San Francisco, CA on December 30,1997. 
Jan. 8,15, 22, 29 1998. 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 219581 
The following person(s) are doing business 
as Granelli's Inc, 1193 Folsom Street, San 
Francisco, CA 94103: Granelli's-Inc, 1193 
Folsom Street, San Francisco, CA 94103. 
This business is conducted by a corpora¬ 
tion. Signed Vatra Granelli. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk of the City 
and County of San Francisco, CA on De¬ 
cember 23, 1997. 

Jan. 8,15, 22, 29 1998. 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 220076 
The following person(s) are doing business 
as One Half, 1837 PolkStreet, San Fran¬ 
cisco, CA 94109: Daniel P. Blackwelder, 
2160 Steiner Street, San Francisco, CA 
94115; Charles H. Cody, 1224 Taylor 
St.reet #17, San Francisco, CA 94108. 
This business is conducted by co-partners. 
Signed Charles H. Cody. This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk of the City 
and County of San Francisco, CA on Janu¬ 
ary 16, 1998. 

Jan. 22, 29, Feb. 5,12 1998. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 220076 
The following person(s) are doing business 
as Red, Blonde, and Blue, 510 Church- 
Street, San Francisco, CA 94114: David 
Farris Parker, 85 14th Street, San Fran¬ 
cisco, CA 94103. This business is conduct¬ 
ed by an individual. Signed David F. Park¬ 
er. This statement was filed with the Coun¬ 
ty Clerk of the City and County of San 
Francisco, CA on January 13,1998. 

Jan. 22, 29, Feb. 5,12 1998. 



LOOKING FOR THE B.A.R. 
ON THE WEB... 

http://www.ebar.com 

http://www.gay.net/bar 



Moving & 
Storage 


P.W.A. Discount 


415-567-6146 

510-832-1836 

VISA • M/C • Discover 


Cal P.U.T.C. 177142 



MOVING 

SPECIALIST 

GAY OPERATED TOR OVER TWO DECADES 




FREE ESTIMATES 


PA(KING*MOVING*STORAGE I 


(415)821-4755 


PERTY 


3450 Sq Ft - Large 2 bdrm plus fam 
room and huge bonus room - comput¬ 
er work stations - fish pond - hot & 
cold tubs - gardener included - Carole 
at Cafe Real Estate (650) 712-6992 

This outstanding property is located 
in SJ/Northvalley 3 levels of excite¬ 
ment & discovery This 4bd 21/2 ba 
home has views of city lites & Santa 
Clara Valley & San Fran Bay 2480 
sqft of ultimate entertainment. 
Gourmet kit Zovens corian cntr 
*pantry*office can accomodate T-l 
conn*4 ph lines*views*views *views 
Call Garbe & Duff Real Estate *408- 
879-3468 


OBC CONSTRUCTION 



FOUNDATION WORK: 

RETAINING WALLS 
ORYROT 

TERMITE REPAIRS 
CONCRETE FOOTING AND PIERS 

EARTHQUAKE PROOFING: 

FOUNDATION BOLTS 
SHEAR WALLS 
POST/BEAM HARDWARE 
AND OTHERSEISMIC WORK 


CAUFORNIA LICENSE *525753 


Hardwood Floors 

1 Installation & Finishing 
1 Bleach/White Stain Specialist 

Craftcare 

221-2303 

(Lie *576013) 


NORTH CAL 
ROOFING 


QUALITY ROOFING SINCE 1981 


Roofs of all types 

• Featuring 
Modified 
Single Ply 
Roofing For 
All Flat Roofs 

•Gutters 

• Skylights 

• Siding 

• Steep Shingle 
Work A Specialty 

Insured PL & PD 
State Lie# 569521 
John Bailey 
Owner, Operator 

FREE ESTIMATES 

333-3701 




CAS PAINTING CO. 

Quality Interior & Exterior 
VACANCIES OUR SPECIALTY 
•FREE ESTIMATES » 

863-9167 


THE ELECTRICIAN 

Victorian Specialist 
Tract Lighting 
Internal & External 
Motion Detectors 
Down Lights 
Low Voltage Systems 
Heating/Air Conditioning 
Refrigeration 

Lie#394787 • Bonded & Insured 

(415) 252-8574 

Serving our Community with pride and respect 


Asa Pritchct 


Interior Painting 

& 

Wall Finiskes 

415 - 431-2556 


LRC Construction Inc. 

Formerly 

Leonard Chetelat Const. 


Commercial & Residential 
Construction 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 

415 - 522-5550 

Fax 415-522-5551 
Pgr. 415-565-5029 



ALVARADO'SROOFING INC. 

•ALU TYPES OF ROOFS*TAR & 
GRAVEL*SHINGLE COMPOSITION* 
•GUTTERSERVICE*PATCHING* 
BONDED*FREE ESTIMATES* 

5 8 8*1357 

PAGER749.5813 


PRO PAINT SERVICE 

Int/Ext & Plaster repairs 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

* Fast, Clean & careful 

* reliable & reasonable 

Call-Kacey 206-0646 






i"i 

i" 

■ 

Tile Works 

Bathrooms • Kitchens 
Entry Ways 
Fireplace • Patio 

Tile* Marble* Slate 
Office (415) 759-1315 
Pager (415) 978-6510 
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ELECTRICIAN 

PLUMBER 

Call Skip -487-6260 


CAS HARDWOOD CO. 

Hardwood Floors Beautifully 
Sanded, Stained, Finished 


Quality Work • Free Estimate 

863-9167 


(Uc #708239) 



DELTA PAINTING 

“For A Job Done Right” 
Interior & Exterior 
Residential & Commercial 
FREE ESTIMATES 

415 - 307-4351 




HANDY HANDYMAN 


Rooter Service, Plumbing, Electrical, 
Appliances, 

Carpentry, Painting, 

Apt. Detailing & Cleaning 

(415) 406-3010 • (800) 692-8428 


BROOKLINE ARIES 

OTKXC 


REWIRING 


Prompt Response 27 Years of S.F. References 
Bonded License #273651 Fully Insured. 

FREE BIDS 239-5393 Cell 609-3599 


HAULING 


WE DO IT ALL 

Quick, Cheap & Reliable 

Every Customer A Reference 

241-9888 Pgr 560-4292 
DAVID 


-RELIABLE RELOCATIONS- 

Careful,exp,friendly, End. Trucks 
Reas. Rates, Sm or Lg. Jobs.621-5164 E08 
2Men Lg truck cheap fast 24 hrs 
Free est Louis 703-0201 SF E12 

STRONG MAN & TRUCK 

$20 HR. HAUL YRD WORK 
415-802-9491 OR 804-4306 PGR IB 

Moving, Hauling Dump Runs Anytime 
Pgr: 749-8721 • 487-0899 • Jerr^ 

Hauling $25 A load ANYTIME! 

FAST AND FRIENDLY 
922-0304_fig 

Hauling, etc.*441-1054* Large truck! 
Remove carpet, appliances, sofas... E12 


No extra charge for holidays 

668-9562 pgr 708-9460 



LOU HAULER 2630695 etc carpet Ken 
aval appl's sofa's debris garage lumber 
demo strong del's labor help 


NOB HAUL *334-8104 

or 902-4745*AII YourNeeds Hauled 


DAN THE MAN • MOVING 

Lg truck,crew,reliable: 771-7514 
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It’s 

Tax 

Time 


To advertise your 
tax services 
in our 

tax directory 
call us at 
415.861.5019 
to speak 
with a sales 
representative 


BayAwaMe 


W.E.L. Tax Services 

You work hard for your 
money, let us work smart to 
help you keep it! 

^=i Bill Lentini , _ 

mb 415-292-7589 IS 


HIV/AIDS 

Financial Help 

WE PAY CASH 
FOR LIFE 
INSURANCE 
POLICY 
FUTURE 
DEATH 
BENEFITS 
1 - 800 - 773-1016 


kH$l~CES 


P ersonal 
Business 
Bankruptcy 
Chapter 13 
Chapter 11 


$ 

Financial 

Problems? 

Free Initial Consultation 
Over 25 Years 
Experiences 
Over 3000 Cases filed 

864-0449 

Walter R. Nelson 
Law Office 


Wrongful 

Termination 

Discrimination 


Law Offices of 

Thomas G. Best 

One California Street • 27th Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
(415) 956-7654 


BANKRUPTCY 


★ Stop Lawsuits and 
Foreclosures 

★ Free Initial Consultation 

★ Legal Fees From $195.00 - 
Payments Arranged 

★ 10 Years Experience 

STOP CREDITOR HARRASSMENT! 

863-1417 

SCOTT V. SMITH, ATTORNEY 

Convenient Castro-Market Location 


GAY/LESBIAN ATTORNEY 

Sought for bankruptcy in 
Stockton/San Joaquin County 
Rick (510) 649-4000 


FOR SALE 

Leather chaps 32W31L Ed647-4388 4 

TRAVEL 


Joinus Travel 

(415) 391 -1137 (800) 324-5359 


WJ TO MW 1998 DCP 

Tokyo.... 1Y Open $549 Bangkok....1Y$$G49 
Bombey.lYOpen $999 Beijing....1 Y$799 

S.Paulo.lY Open $749 Manila.1Y $ $599 

Dnnv.slit.LiM' Fan?, Nti Adv Fmi 21HIW/395 RT 
Wk Akt> Cany Jaiian Rail Passes 
CST»2<12064540 


AY RF.A 


REAIIEPORTER 


Indicate 
Type Style 
Here T 


SERVICES 


PLUMBING-HEATING-SEWER 
DRAIN CLEANING SPECIALIST 



Phone jacks install/repair. Prof, 
trained. Pager: 245-8355 E08/98 

Attractive redhead to clean your apt 
in the nude. $15/hr (415) 431-7420^ 

Professional Home Office & Apt. 
cleaning. References. Experienced. 
Roger Miller • 664-0513 E08 

PRUNE YOUR TREE 

This is the season for pruning your 
fruit trees. Let an expert with B.S. in 
Horticulture do it. Very reasonable 
rates. Tamir * 334-3334 EM 

Reliable house-cleaner available. Expe¬ 
rienced* Efficient*Charming. Great 
References. Silvio 626-9129._ eos 

Carpentry, Electrical, Painting 
Plumbing jobs, hauling. Lie. 

CALL WREN * 621-1379 EI5 

MASTER CLEANER 

Dependable trustworthy house clean¬ 
ing,refs avail 415-278-0971 E06 

Housecleaning, errands,etc. just for 
you.refs./exp.510/466-0455 E05 

BUTT NAKED 

Expert cleaner*Grt Refs*771-0567 EOfc 

Cleaning services homes*apts*of- 
fices*apt buildings*regular ser¬ 
vice-move in*move outs*equipment 
and supplies provided*please call 
DougCarpenter* 775-1960 E04 

Gourmet Vegetarian Cuisine 
Delivered to your doorstep 
For monthly menu, Call: 

JANE • 826-2133 
www.creative.net/~brock/jane.shtrn 

House, yard, I awn cleaning-Asian guy, 
expd-rel.$15/hr. Richard 777-4297 ^ 

Nude housecleaning 7days 605-3754^ 

Cleaning. Apartment & office 
If you are seeking professional, 
efficient, and reliable service, 

Contact me at 415-863-2988. Will 
provide references upon request. 
Business license #312890 

E06 

Housecleaning, house, pet sitting 
Exc. refr. call Michael at 648-6485 


Serving the Community 
With Quality and Reliablity 

Lone Star 
Plumbing 

BATHS • KITCHENS • CODE WORK • SPRINKLERS 
COPPER WORK • REMODELING SPECIALITS 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 

641-9234 

STATE LIC. #430557 


NEAT S- TIDY 

HOUSECLEANING 

✓ RELIABLE 

✓ DEPENDABl 

✓ REASONABLl 
RATES 

"For the quality & 
dependability you deserve" 



Christopher 

415 - 915-21 20 


MUSE 

HAULING 

Trash removal, clean-ups, gardening 
4-20 yard trucks • 20% discount 

753-6585 • 719-7088 pgr. 


r OTALLY Clean 

Professional House Cleaning 

Bonded & References 
Todd V. Graham 

415 - 998-7369 

www. totallyclean. com 


Restore It 

Refinishing Company 


Antiques & Newer Furniture 
Pianos 

Recycle Your Old Furniture 
To Look New! 

415 - 255-6764 


WALLACE 

PLUMBING 


“Flushed With Pride” 


Plumbing Contractor David M. Wallace 
Reasonable Rates ▼ Repairs Guaranteed 
Quality Service 

Call Dave987-0070 

Lie #703293 


Landscape Design 
& Construction 

GAY OWNED AND OPERATED. 
TWELVE YEARS EXPERIENCE 
CREATING BEAUTIFUL RESIDEN¬ 
TIAL AND COMMERCIAL GARDENS. 
SPECIALIZING IN LOW-MAINTE¬ 
NANCE PLANTINGS, AUTOMATIC 
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS, DECKS, HOT 
TUBS & FENCES. OUTSTANDING 
REFERENCES. 

PLEASE CALL JIM LINK, MLA 
#731605 

@ ( 415 ) 282-0288 


CINDERELLA'S 
HOUSEKEEPING \ 

•a referral agency* 

Have your home serviced 
I by a caring, responsible, reliable,! 
professional. 

Rest assured, there's a well es¬ 
tablished agency standing right | 
behind them. 

...call us for more information... 

Gay owned and operated since 1984 

415 - 864-8900 


IayJreaIi 


EPORTER 


Hicaritn s ^Interiors 


Decorating and Specialty Services 
Custom Finishes 
Antiques & Reproductions 
RICHARD D’CORZO Faux Artist 
415-863-7012 SF/BAY AREA 
415-406-8114 Pager 





Friendly 

■ 

Reliable 



5 E 



% f \ 

Mi 

Rocky Crawford 


“The One To Pick” 

415 / 621-0215 

COMPUTER DISPATCH 
SERVING SAN FRANCISCO SINCE 1986 

Business ■ Residential 

■ Auto ■ Lock Repairs 
Installations ■ Rekeying 

■ Master Key Systems 


CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM 


DEADLINE 


NOON on MONDAY. 

Payment must accompany ad. 
No ads taken over the 
telephone. If you have a 
question, call 415.861.5019. 
Display advertising rates 
available upon request 


RATES 


First line, Regular 4.50 

All subsequent lines 3.00 

CAPS double price 

BOLD double price 

X-BOLD triple price 


x-bold < 

± 


BOLD Stops Here T CAPS Stop Here ▼ 


Regular Stops Here ▼ 


PAYMENT 

□ Cash 

□ Personal Check 

□ Money Order 

□ Visa 

□ MasterCard 

Minimum $10 charge 
on Visa and MasterCard. 


CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Card Number 

Name 

Telephone 

Expiration Date 

Address 

Signature 

City 

State Zip 

Name 

Number of Issues Classification 

Amount Enclosed 


MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

BAY AREA 
REPORTER 
395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 
94103 

OR FAX TO: 

415.861.8144 




























































































































































































’ Results within 3 Days 

* Conical and Anooy; n(w 
Results 74 Hours a Day 
lt)e Spot" Technology 


hcfo&fas 


***&$ !}Ud {Ufa.;. 




Ho, 

- '*»*' »V 


•: 


Get your anonymous results in 
three business days. The test 
is clinically proven and just as 
accurate as the tests used 
by doctors. 

Trained, caring professionals 
will answer your questions and 
ease your mind—24 hours a 
| day, seven days a week—with 
complete confidentiality. 

I Available at your local drug¬ 
store or call 1-800-HIV-TEST, 
Ext. 43, for more information. 


W The Pharmacy^America Trusts 


HOME 

ACCESS 

HIALTH 


Scroll drugs 


Thrifty 


The Leader in Telemedicine 














Author bell hooks pens a memoir in 

the searing ‘Wounds of Passion; Kenny 
Fries’ latest effort cashes in on celebrity. 

page 43 


Paula West has all the 

right stuff in stellar gig at 
the Plush Room. 

page 34 



Gregory Wallace is the 

show in ‘Insurrection: 
Holding History.’ 
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Hollywood 

UJISECRACKER 


by Bill Mann 


70 years before 
Ellen] UUilliam Haines 
dared to be out of 
the celluloid closet 


^ o maybe the idea of “openly gay” hadn’t yet been in- 
^ vented. That didn’t stop William Haines from being 
■ out. 

J Hollywood’s number one box-office star of 1930 
was a handsome, wisecracking matinee idol, the kind who 
teased the girls rather than seduced them. Offscreen, he 
lived openly with his male lover, and coyly told the press 
he didn’t have time to get married because he was too 
busy buying antiques. It was a “wink, wink” attitude, and 
the fan magazines — so different back then — went right 
along with the game. 

In those boisterous early days of the movies, when pic¬ 
tures were just learning how to talk, this was precisely the 
way William Haines lived his life. The word most used to 
describe him in the press was “wisecracker,” which be¬ 
came code for “queer.” In 1926, a reporter observed he 
had a “daring, ever-alert wit that shoots with the rapaci¬ 
ty of a machine gun and the cool thrust of a rapier.” With 
such a reputation, he could get away with comments that 
might otherwise have been considered shocking. In a 
1929 autobiographical essay he wrote for Photoplay, 
Haines revealed, among other things, that he used to steal 
and wear men’s underwear from a nearby military acad¬ 
emy, and was once discovered dressed in his (female) 
teacher’s clothing. The eager public read it all and 
laughed. 

Haines disarmed those who might shake their fingers 
at him with a witty retort or put-down. When Elinor 
Glyn, the pretentious author of Six Weeks , leveled her as¬ 
sessment that Haines did not have “It,” Haines, ever the 
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DEFYinG GRAVITY 


by Robert Johnson 



Elizabeth Strebs high 


T wo seconds and counting. One second. Lift off! 

As anti-gravity specialist Elizabeth Streb pulls 
open the doors of New York’s downtown 
eatery The Noho Star, we have ignition. 

Streb, a 47-year-old lesbian dancemaker, has 
come to discuss the works that her company, 

Ringside, will present in a major Bay Area debut at 
Zellerbach Auditorium in Berkeley, January 30 and 
31. The warmth in her brown eyes and an 
pointed chin betray her outrageousness as she 
scribes the ongoing quarrel between herself and Sir Isaac 
Newton, the 17th-century mathematician who formulated 
the Law of Gravity. 

Science fascinates Streb, especially its relation to the phys¬ 
ical world. She has studied privately with the physicist Michio 
Kaku, and because of her yearning to fly, directors at NASA 
invited her to speak at the 12th annual Man in Space Sympo¬ 
sium last summer. Hobnobbing with the astronauts, she 
begged for a ride on the KC-135 jet aircraft, a training vehicle 
affectionately known as “the vomit comet,” but her request 
was denied for reasons of national security. Like an astronaut, 
Streb is an adventurer, boldly exploring beyond the known 
horizons of choreography. She is also a born rebel. In a Streb- 
ordered universe, Sir Isaac’s famous apple would have 
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by Daniel Mangin, with 
Dave the Saxman, Sehor 
Sexbeat, and Drummerboy 


.E.M.’s Michael Stipe has 

,, become quite the real-estate 
mogul in Athens, Georgia, 
buying up houses in the old part 
of town and restoring them. Good 
thing he’s out (isn’t he?) — few 
activities are more homo-suspi¬ 
cious than gentrification. 

It’s an unspoken Athens 
rule, strictly adhered to, that 
when Stipe’s in public he’s 
not to be bothered, so 
Out There -exercised 
due restraint the 
night he dined with a 
gaggle of young 
fellas at an Indian 
restaurant and the 
morning he spent 
sipping Athens Mi¬ 
mosas — orange juice and Rolling 
Rock beer (a combo even more 
horrible than it sounds) — at a 
vegetarian cafe with supermodel 
Helena Christianson. We did, 
however, get close enough to see 
that though she wore no makeup, 
Stipe sported lovely azure mas¬ 
cara that made his baby blues 
seem even bigger and bluer. 

Sing it loud, sing it queer 

Well, maybe Stipe isn’t out 
after all. His name doesn’t appear 
among the names of the 72 
artistes nominated for the 
Gay/Lesbian American Music 
Awards, a.k.a. the Glammies, 
though the Indigo Girls, k.d. 
lang, Me’Shell Ndegeocello, 
RuPaul, Erasure, and other 
high-profile solo performers and 
groups did get nods. The first 
three are up for Album of the 
Year, along with Catie Curtis and 


the Murmurs. RuPaul will receive 
the Outmusic Award for “his em¬ 
bodiment of courage and truthful 
expression” (and you thought 
drag was about deception). 

What precisely does a GLAMA 
do for an artist’s career? “Well, let’s 
just say it’s not quite like winning 
an Oscar,” said one producer/ 
performer who won last year: 
“We might have sold 10 CDs be¬ 
cause of it.” On the other hand, 
last year’s winner of the 
award for debut 
artist, David 

Clement, is report¬ 
edly on the brink of 
signing with a 
major label. First sin¬ 
gle: his ode to Jeff 
Stryker. The San 
Francisco Gay 
Men’s Chorus, 
one of the few lo¬ 
cally based nomi¬ 
nees, is in competition for best 
choral group for its song “Never 
End” (from the Naked Man CD). 

Heady debate 

How’s this for a linguistic cat- 
fight? Two local club promoters 
are haggling over what the word 
“pussy” connotes. Promoter A 
(clue: erogenous zone) has a no- 
compete clause in the contract for 
her lesbian get-together at a cer¬ 
tain bar (opposite of Begin- 
Down), so she’s attempting to 
block Promoters B (clue: Tidy 
Cat) from starting a new party 
night there because it has “pussy” 
in the title. Promoter A apparent¬ 
ly contends that any club with 
pussy in its name is ipso facto les¬ 
bian, even though all the previous 
clubs of Promoters B have been 
mixed — gay, lesbian, and even 
straight. “Fags have pussies, too,” 
declares the boy half of Promot¬ 


ers B (who, we’re told, should 
know). Not to mention straight 
women. RRrrrrrrrr. 

Ahead of her time 

What a difference a half decade 
makes. In 1991, the National En¬ 
quirer had a juicy report about “a 
gay furor” (as opposed to the gay 
fuhrer, Tom Ammiano ... just 
kidding, Tommy) that had broken 
out in Tinseltown. Seems that 
Kristy McNichol had “openly 
defied her producer” by appearing 
on the set of Empty Nest and in 
public with a “pretty blonde ac¬ 
tress.” Shocking. 



Kristy McNichol 


In those pre-Ellen De- 
generes/Anne Heche days, in¬ 
stead of trying to make ratings 
hay and book the galpals a date on 
Oprah, NBC attempted “to make 
Kristy more feminine” on the 
show, though a network insider 
reported that — as so often hap¬ 
pens in real life (just ask Jenni 
Olson) — “nothing works.” No 
such makeover was tried on Ellen, 




Written & Directed by 

Moises Kaufman 


-Steven Winn, SF Chronicle 


-Robert Hurwitt, SF Examiner 


-Jan Wahl, KCBS/KRONTV 


THEATRE ON THE SQUARE 


450 Post St. (1/2 block from Union Square), S.F 

Tues. Wed, Thurs 8 PM Fri 8:30 PM Sat 3 & 8:30 PM S 

CM A FIG E-M Y-PHONE: _ 

jmm — jm mmmm 41 5 / 776 ” 1 999 

/f “/ £Z—SM *2 Q. O T/CJCETS 51 O/762-.St ASS 

W m W all tickets subject to convenience fee 

Website: www:showgate.com/tots 

GROUP SALES: Linda Graham 415-346-7805 or Jean Hauck 510-236-0562 


THE THREE TRIALS OF OSCAR WILDE 


and Heche doesn’t require one — 
she’s “proven” herself femininely 
heterosexy in The Devil's Own 
and the amusing Wag the Dog. 



Rupert Everett 


Rupert $ee$ the light 

A lot has changed since 1991. 
Just ask Rupert Everett, whose 
manager canceled the actor’s in¬ 
terview with the B.A.R. even 
though the local publicist for The 
Comfort of Strangers, the nefarious 
Jeff Diamond, had faxed us a 
jolly note saying that Everett 
(who’d crept slightly out of the 
closet in Britain the previous 
year) would be happy to speak 
with us “about anything short of 
penetration.” The manager was 
afraid his client’s options would 
be limited in the U.S. if audiences 
here knew his sexual orientation. 
Flash forward a few years and 
Miss Everett has turned her 
“bent” into a cottage industry 
promoting films like My Best 
Friend’s Wedding. Oh well, better 
late than never. (Just ask Ellen.) 

Luscious Christian 

Director Brian Sloan’s I 

Think I Do was one of the crowd- 
pleasers at the 1997 SF gay film 
fest, but he wasn’t satisfied with it, 
so he recut the film, which opens 
here in late March. The flick still 
has some pacing problems, but it 
does have some snappy dialogue 
(“I told you my real age because I 
thought you really cared about 
me”). Its other endearing ele¬ 
ments include the intensity that 
luscious Christian Maelen dis¬ 
plays opposite the ever-manic 
Alexis Arquette, who’s chasing 
Maelen’s is-he-or-isn’t-he charac¬ 
ter mightily as the film begins. 
This led us to wonder whether 
something had been going on be¬ 
tween the two off screen — until 


we found out that it was probably 
more about training: Maelen has 
been studying at the Actors Studio 
the past six years (Arquette hones 
his craft at Drag Queens “R” Us). 

Coming soon ... 

As for the 1998 gay fest, among 
the films that likely will screen at 
the event is director Tommy 
0’Haver’s Billy’s Hollywood 
Screen Kiss, a romantic comedy 
about a photographer who falls in 
love with his is-he-or-isn’t-he 
model. (Do gay U.S. filmmakers 
besides Todd Haynes and Tom 
Kalin make anything but is-he- 
or-isn’t-he romantic comedies 
anymore?) Paul Bartel has a 
groovy cameo in the Cinemas¬ 
cope flick, which premiered at the 
Sundance Film Festival this week. 

Frameline programmers Jen¬ 
nifer Morris and Michael 
Lumpkin are at Sundance hoping 
to snag several other films, in¬ 
cluding High Art, an ambisexual 
drama about angst-ridden 20- 
year-olds. No, it’s not directed by 
Gregg Araki — Lisa Cholo- 
denko helmed the pic — but it 
does have a tantalizingly incon¬ 
gruous cast that includes Ally 
Sheedy and Tammy Grimes. 

One film Frameline has con¬ 
firmed for June is East Palace, 
West Palace, a well-made and con¬ 
troversial film that likely won’t 
screen in China, where it was 
made. Director Zhang Yuan, 
who says he’s never heard of Jean 
Genet (though we’re not sure he 
hasn’t experienced Genet lite via 
Todd Haynes), sustains for about 
an hour a deliciously erotic ten¬ 
sion between a park policeman 
and the gay guy he arrests for so¬ 
liciting sex in a public toilet. 

No votes yet for ’Mayor’ 

A film you won’t be seeing at 
the gay fest is The Mayor of Castro 
Street, about which its potential 
director, Gus Van Sant, was re¬ 
cently heard to say, “Every time 
I’m hot, the idea for doing the 
movie isn’t, and every time the 
movie’s hot, I’m not.” Initially a 
big-screen project at Warner 
Bros., the film version of the 
Randy Schilts book was kicking 
around HBO for a while, but if 
Van Sant’s Good Will Hunting 
does well enough, perhaps Mayor 
will resurface as a theatrical 
movie. We’re told that before 
Robert Downey Jr.’s drug ar¬ 
rests, Van Sant had been consider¬ 
ing him for the role of Harvey 
Milk, a not-bad choice. 
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and beautifully 
performed! j 

pi*, Examiner 


Through Feb 8 
Geary Theater 

Call 418 748-BACT 

vmw.aet-sfbay.org 































22 January 1998 BAY AREA REPORTER 31 




Betting the farm 


Ralph Fiennes goes down under for Gillian Armstrong 


by Robert Julian 


|| scar and Lucinda, Ralph Fi¬ 
ll ennes’ follow-up to The 
English Patient, is the kind 
of film many critics will love. Cin¬ 
ematographer Geoffrey Simpson 
provides a glorious vision of Aus¬ 
tralia and the English country¬ 
side; Janet Patterson brings ele¬ 
gance and restraint to her 19th- 
century costume designs; and di¬ 
rector Gillian Armstrong (My 
Brilliant Career, Little Women ) 
gets wonderful performances 
from her actors. Yet in spite of its 
many strengths, Oscar and Lucin¬ 
da is a film that never fully en¬ 
gages the viewer’s mind or emo¬ 
tions. It plods prettily along, then 
it stops. 

Lucinda (Cate Blanchett) and 
Oscar (Ralph Fiennes), both 
rather queer ducks, grow up 
worlds apart. Oscar is an only 
child born into a rigorously con¬ 
servative religious community in 
rural England. Betraying his fa¬ 
ther, he joins the Anglican church 
and grows up to be a missionary 
in Australia. Lucinda, also an only 
child, grows up on an Australian 
farm, inherits a small fortune 
from her parents, and goes off to 
Sydney, where she becomes a pio¬ 
neering female industrialist when 
she purchases a glass factory. Re¬ 
turning by ship from London to 
Sydney, Lucinda meets Oscar and 
these two misfits discover their 
great common bond: compulsive 


gambling. This shared addiction 
draws the star-crossed lovers to¬ 
gether and, indirectly, becomes 
their undoing. 

Laura Jones’ adaptation of 
Peter Carey’s novel spends too 
much time documenting the per¬ 
sonal quirks of the leading char¬ 
acters. In Jones’ script, the first 
half of the 130-minute film is de¬ 
voted to the separate childhoods 
of the leading characters. Awash 
in personal idiosyncrasies, the au¬ 
dience does not have the oppor¬ 
tunity to bond with the couple 
because they do not get together 
until almost mid-picture. And 
once they do meet, Jones and di¬ 
rector Anderson fail to create the 
kind of dramatic tension that 
holds the viewer’s interest. You 
won’t hate Oscar and Lucinda, but 
you won’t like them much either; 
in fact, you probably won’t feel 
anything at all. 

Empathy problems also arise 
from the gambling addiction at 
the core of their alliance. This 
particular neurosis is not known 
for bringing great success to cin¬ 
ematic or literary endeavors. It 
isn’t interesting to watch, and 
since an addiction to gambling 
cannot be attributed to an addic¬ 
tive substance, many people con¬ 
clude that compulsive gamblers 
are simply nuts. And Oscar and 
Lucinda are nuts, in a rather 
sweet way. Some of the nutsiness 
is expressed by their quirky 
grooming, but Oscar never looks 
as shabby as the film’s dialogue 


implies he ought to — he just 
looks costumed. And Ralph Fi¬ 
ennes’ dyed red hair, rouged 
cheeks, and painted lips — espe¬ 
cially in the beginning of the film 
— recall the young Quentin 
Crisp. Though attention-getting, 
the look is totally inconsistent 
with that of a conservative mis¬ 
sionary from rural England. 


Gillian Armstrong always 
brings great integrity to her work, 
and Oscar and Lucinda is no ex¬ 
ception. She surrounds her actors 
with wonderful recreations of pe¬ 
riod locales and strives for au¬ 
thenticity. But her latest effort is 
fatally flawed by a series of mis¬ 
calculations. Ralph Fiennes and 
Cate Blanchett, despite their fine 


acting, cannot compensate for the 
film’s meandering plot and slug¬ 
gish pace. Even the Masterpiece 
Theatre crowd may find this film 
will try their patience. ▼ 


Oscar and Lucinda opens 
January 23 at the Embarcadero 
Cinema. 


Cate Blanchett and Ralph Fiennes in Oscar and Lucinda. 
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Pride Season Too! 


GOLDEN GLOBE $ 
AWARD WINNER | 

BEST FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILM^H 


PARLA ITALIAN O! 
ITALIAN CLASSES 


BEGINNING IN THE FALL 

•Mini Groups 

•Private, Individual Lessons 
•Pleasure, Vacation/Travel 
•Business Conversation 
•Prices & times flexible. 

Native speaker with 15 years experience teaching 
Italian & English as a second language. 

ANNA (415) 421-7250 


Rebel with a cause 


Peggy Shaw's 'Menopausal Gentleman' 


by Heidi Beeler 


very couple of years or so, a 
lesbian comes to town with 
a show so witty and wise you 
want to make it required viewing 
for the general public. Menopausal 
Gentleman , the one-woman show 
written by and starring Obie 
award-winner Peggy Shaw, is one 
of those shows. Playing at Josie’s 


Out There 

M page 30 

Sad, crazy Ray 

Whilst surfing the ‘Net one 
night in search of wholesome di¬ 
versions.(honestly, Mr. Bill), we 
came across a most unusual Web 
site (www.nr.infi.net/~rriddle/ 
bourbon.html) devoted to the 
“sad and crazy life” of one Ray 
Bourbon, a drag-queen extraor¬ 
dinaire whose multifaceted exis¬ 
tence apparently included small 
roles in Rudolph Valentino pic¬ 
tures, a part in Mae West’s 
Broadway hit Catherine Was 
Great , a fake sex-change an¬ 
nouncement (to publicize one of 
Bourbon’s many song-and-come- 
dy albums), and a murder rap (he 
died in prison for a killing he said 
he didn’t commit). Quite a char¬ 
acter. 

If you’ve got the right audio 
program on your computer, you 
can listen to a hilarious account of 
a 1920s gay wedding in Chicago 
that got busted by the police — in 
something of a double pun, a few 
of the queens hid in the pipes of a 
pipe organ and had to be mas¬ 
saged out of them. 

Musty must-see 

Speaking of old queens and ac¬ 
tresses old queens love, Tommy 
Tune and Sandy Duncan just 
finished a six-week workshop 
production of Easter Parade in 
Australia. Pity we couldn’t make it 
— if that wasn’t the mustiest 
must-see since Liza (the one with 
a “Z”) took over for Julie (the one 
who can’t hit a high “A” anymore) 
in Victor/Victoria, we surely don’t 
know what would be. 

Well, what do we know? After 
typing these words, we called 
Tommy’s very personable book 
publicist, who says the show gen¬ 
erated such interest, T&D are 
planning to mount a full-scale 
production. And if it’s a hit Down 
Under, they’ll drag the thing here. 
Australia, you hold the fate of the 
theatuh in your hands. ▼ 


The Nellie (Meson’s 
Starring in 

Full 

Frontal 

Nellie 


New Conservatory Theatre Center Presents 


By David Mauriello 
Directed by Ed Decker 
Opens Jan 22 
Wed-Sat at 8pm 
Tickets $16 & $20 

The New Conservatory 
Theatre Center 
25 Van Ness, S.F. 

415 - 861-8972 


America’s #1 Queer 
Comedy Corps 
Feb 12-28 
3 Weeks Only ! 
Tickets $12 & $17 


Q_ 


this month, the production weaves 
a smart script, a confident actor, 
punchy one-liners, cross dress, lip- 
synch, and some great blues music 
into a witty and poetic reflection 
on aging and rebellion. 

Aging and rebellion are two 
concepts not often juxtaposed, 
and raging against age is just one 
form of rebellion this female gen¬ 
tleman explores. “There’s a beast 
inside me,” Shaw’s character tells 


Miscellany 


by Deborah Pelfer 


A Different Light Bookstore will hold its fifth annual Bay Area 
Readers and Writers queer literary conference April 3-5 at 
MCC Church in the Castro. I recently spoke with Tommi 
Avicolli Mecca, one of the conference organizers, about the event, 
which, as in the past, will include panel discussions, readings, and 
workshops. He assured me that this is the time to contact him with 
proposals for panels and suggestions for speakers. For more infor¬ 
mation, contact Tommi at A Different Light (431-0891), or on-line 
at adl@adlbooks.com 

If you missed Sunnybrook: A True Story with Lies (Press Gang, 
$15.95), Persimmon Blackbridge’s extraordinary illustrated novel 
about disability and institutionalization, be of good cheer. It’s now 
available in paperback. Blackbridge doesn’t omit the darkness of 
life in an institution, but she does get honest laughs at the contin¬ 
uing absurdity of a former mental patient working on the other 
side of the locked doors. Her effective use of marginalia is partic¬ 
ularly fine, and her comments are astute, self-deprecating, and 
poignant. The writing is exceptional, capturing her characters at 
moments of greatest certainty and deepest vulnerability. You may 
always have wondered about life in a locked facility. After Sunny¬ 
brook, you’ll know. T 


If you have gossip, inquiries, or information of a literary 
nature to share with readers, contact dpeifer@delphi.com, or 
send via snail mail to the B.A.R. 


Clay 


Fillmore al Clay ♦ (415) 352-0810 




EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT NOW PLAYING 

Call Theatre for Showtimes • Dolby 
Also at: ALBANY TWIN, Albany and AQUARIUS, Palo Alto 


Warning: 
Contains 
Nudity & 

Explicit Material 


“REMARKABLE!” 

-Edward Guthmann, SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 

“NOT TO BE MISSED!” 

-David Arisen, NEWSWEEK 

Ma Vie En Rose 

(my Hie in pink) 

A FILM BY ALAIN BERLINER 


Menopausal Gentleman 
runs through January 24 at 
Josie’s, 3583 16th St. Call 
861-7933 for tickets and 
information. 


the audience as she paces the stage 
and talks about wrestling with hot 
flashes, sweats, and sexual desire. 
“They say women get to be more 
like men as they get closer to 
menopause — they grow beards, 
dry out,” Shaw tells us. “I guess 
that’s some people’s definition of 
a man — a hairy, dried-out 
woman.” 

Despite the title, Menopausal 
Gentleman isn’t just about 
menopause. Shaw uses this 
mid-life, biological condition 
as a lens through which we 
perceive her psyche as it 
confronts issues around 
menopause, for instance, 
the awareness that one is 
aging and. the concomi¬ 
tant sense of “Is that all 
there is?” 

The show is directed 
by Rebecca Taichman 
(who also collaborated 
on the writing), whose 
staging and musical de¬ 
vices are compelling and 
wonderfully complement 
the script. ▼ 

_ I 


Peggy Shaw wrote and stars in The Menopausal Gentleman. 
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talon Chronicle 


Former showgirls reunite to see how 

ghosts of the past have influenced ^ p. 
their fate. STEPHEN SONDHEIM'S 
w A.y. , .haunting score backdrops 

this fully-staged 
^ production. 


JANUARY 16-FEBRUARY 1, 1998 

SAN JOSE CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 


Call Now 1-888-455-SHOW 
or 408-998-BASS 


ORDER NOW! Tickets available at all BASS outlets and the AMTSJ Box Office, 
1717 Technology Drive, San Jose, weekdays 9am-5pm. http://www.amtsj.org 


Feast for the eyes 

A week of classic cinema at the Castro 


by Victoria A. Brownworth 


handful of some of the best 
films ever made are sched¬ 
uled to play the Castro this 
week as part of the. National Film 
Registry Tour, so clear your sched¬ 
ules for a cinematic binge. 

I first saw Roman Polanski’s 
film Chinatown as a teenager 
when it was a new release in one 
of those grand old theatres that 
have now been mangled into mul¬ 
tiplexes. As the curtains closed 
over the screen, I turned to my 
friend and announced, “If Polan¬ 
ski never makes another film, it 
won’t matter. This is perfect.” 

Unfortunately, that was too 
true a pronouncement on Polan¬ 
ski’s career. Yet despite the 
grandiosity of my unschooled 
teenaged eye, I still find China- 


tumes, sets, vintage cars, the 
hauntingly unforgettable score — 
even the film’s credits — are all 
breathtaking. And the final scene 
(which is edited in both video and 
TV versions of the film) remains 
one of the most shocking in film 
history. This film noir of murder, 
corruption, sex, politics, money, 
and racism is as remarkable now 
as it was in 1974. Don’t miss the 
opportunity to see it on the big 
screen. 

Speaking of Garbo, she was 
never more delightful than in 
Ernst Lubitsch’s witty and urbane 
comedy of culture clash, Ninotch- 
ka (1939). See it for the hats, of 
course, the terrific performances 
by Garbo and Melvyn Douglas, 
and Billy Wilder’s impossibly 
sharp dialogue. The latter will 
make you wonder whatever hap¬ 
pened to real comedy. 


Comedy of an incredibly dark 
sort is at the black heart of Stanley 
Kubrick’s smartest and most iron¬ 
ic film, Dr. Strangelove (1964). 
There is no more definitive film of 
the ’60s Cold War culture than 
this. Peter Sellers is unsurpassed 
in multiple roles. Conversely, 
Kubrick’s 2001: A Space Odyssey 
(1968), with its lush score and 
powerful special effects, makes 
clear why people dropped acid in 
the ’60s and why you don’t want 
to do a tour on Mir today or get 
too engaged with your PC at 
home. 2001 was The X-Files be¬ 
fore its creators were born. These 
two films of Kubrick’s contain 


New York stories 

On the Waterfront (1954) and 
Raging Bull (1980) have more 
than a cache of Academy Awards 
in common. They are both beau¬ 
tifully executed and wonderfully 
crafted films of the American 
dream gone terribly wrong. Elia 
Kazan’s Waterfront depicts union 
corruption with a gritty, neo-real- 
ist style. The entire cast is superb; 
Eva Marie Saint is tough but frag¬ 
ile, and Marlon Brando is at the 
height of his powers. He won the 
Best Actor Oscar; Saint, Best Sup¬ 
porting Actress; the film also took 
Best Picture, Director, Story, 
Screenplay, Score, and Set Design. 

Raging Bull is one of Martin 
Scorsese’s best films. It is cinemat- 
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Faye and Jack in Chinatown. 


town a brilliant, perfect film in 
which every element works. Faye 
Dunaway as the elusive Mrs. Eve¬ 
lyn Mulwray is at her most fragile 
and exotic (no one has worn a hat 
so well since Garbo); Jack Nichol¬ 
son, as private eye Jake Gittes, 
sharp as a tack; John Huston, 
malevolence incarnate as Mul¬ 
wray’s sadistic father, Noah Cross; 
and every bit player, including 
Polanski himself as a small-time 
hood, equally perfect. This is a 
film with no downtime, no 
missed beats. 

A moody thriller set in 1930s 
Los Angeles, Chinatown was the 
original LA Confidential. Cos- 


Headshots 

Portraits 

Couples 


GIFT CERTIFICATES 
AVAILABLE 


STEVEN UNDERHILL PHOTOG 
415 - 978-2463 

http://Www.steven-underhill.com • sunderhill@aol.com 


some of the most defining scenes 
in modern cinema since Eisen- 
stein’s baby carriage in Potemkin 
and Welles’ sled in Citizen Kane. 
One cannot pretend to know film 
without seeing these movies. 

Meshes of the Afternoon (1943) 
remains blessedly out of reach of 
mass media. Maya Deren’s (she 
directs and stars) haunting, dis¬ 
turbing, and graceful experimen¬ 
tal film makes clear her influence 
as founder of American avant- 
garde cinema, and how sad her 
early death was for film history. A 
short but highly memorable film 
with a wealth of deeply evocative 
images, Meshes stays with you. 
One of the best experimental 
shorts ever made. 


George C. Scott and Peter Sellers in Dr. Strangelove. 


George Coates Performance Works 

UIITTBENSTEIN: 
GIN mAR5 


A play has l " / 

a time of its own. / 

Ludwig Wittgenstein j \ 

Low Priced Previews Begin January 16,1998 
City Box Office 415-392-4400 
Online Reservations www.georgecoates.org 
110 McAllister Street San Francisco, CA. 415-863-8520 
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Showtunes, Motown & Oldies Night 







Wednesday 8:00 pm 
Q.J. MAS 



WARNING: 

Choking Hazards 

everywhere 



The Stationery & Toy Store 

2150 Market Street San Francisco, CA 94114 4 T5.621.0890 


JOIN GOOD VIBRATIONS 



The Bay Area’s favorite sex toy, book & 

VIDEO STORE FOR ONE OF OUR FABULOUS 
AFTER HOURS EVENTS! 

San Francisco Store: 

Feb. 3 The Art of Male Submission 

$20, pre-registration suggested, men only 

Feb. 9 Male Erotic Massage 

$20, pre-registration suggested, everyone welcome 

All After Hours Events run 8-10 p.m., doors open at 7:30 p.m. We offer a 
10% discount on all purchases made at our events, so come early and browse! 

1210 Valencia Street • San Francisco • (415) 974-8980 
2504 San Pablo Ave. • Berkeley • (510) 841-8987 

Stores open Sun.-Thurs. I la.m.-7p.m.; Fri. & Sat. I la.m.-8p.m. 
http://www.goodvibes.com 



The Latest in 
Latin & 
House 
W Music 



Obstacle course 


Paula Vogel's 'How I Learned to Drive' 


by Richard Dodds 


here is a big difference be¬ 
tween a confused play and a 
confusing play. Paula Vogel’s 
How I Learned to Drive, currently 
up at Berkeley Repertory Theatre, 
definitely falls in the latter catego¬ 
ry. There is growth, Vogel seems 
to be saying, in unlearning an¬ 
swers that once seemed so easy. 

While pedophilia is the buzz¬ 
word subject of the play, this isn’t 
move-of-the-week fare. Vogel, 
who created a whimsical allegory 
about AIDS in The Baltimore 
Waltz, carefully takes the audience 
to a place where opinions are usu¬ 
ally hardened and then chips away 
at them with the ambiguities born 
of her very specific characters. It’s 
an intriguing 90-minute journey, 
one that director Molly D. Smith 
and the cast negotiate with assur¬ 
ance and increasing intensity. 

The play begins in 1969 in sub¬ 
urban Maryland as a 17-year-old 
girl is getting a driving lesson 
from an uncle by marriage. With¬ 
in minutes, Li’l Bit and her Uncle 
Peck are on what is obviously a fa¬ 
miliar course. Over her mild 
protests, he takes advantage of an 
opportunity to hold her breasts. 
That this scene is almost sweet 
may be more disturbing than the 
clinical facts of sexual abuse. 

How I Learned to Drive is told 
in flashbacks, scenes that spring 
from the memory of Li’l Bit, who 
narrates the play as a woman in 
her 30s. We see how Uncle Peck 
provides the girl with a sensitive 


Paul Vincent O'Connor and Cindy Basco in How I Learned To Drive. 


ear that is missing from her home 
life, and that he always lets her set 
the limits of their intimacy. We 
also come to realize that there is 
long-term damage done to both 
parties. Yet, as Li’l Bit looks back, 
she can’t help but find a smile for 
her uncle. Ironically, it seems the 
more we see the less we really 
know about these people. 

As Li’l Bit and Uncle Peck, 
Cindy Basco and Paul Vincent 
O’Connor deliver moving, nu- 
anced performances. Denise 


Balthrop, Tina Jones, and Rod 
Gnapp play all the other charac¬ 
ters, and are especially winning in 
the scenes as Li’l Bit’s comically 
unnerving family. They all con¬ 
tribute in limning the uncertain 
terrain of Vogel’s play. V 


How I Learned to Drive runs 
through February 27 at 
Berkeley Repertory Theatre. 
For more information, call 
(510) 845-4700. 


Down-home diva 

Paula West at the Plush Room 


by Jim Van Buskirk 


aula West’s opening night at 
the Plush Room on a recent 
Wednesday evening may 
not have been sold out, but the 
room was abuzz with anticipa¬ 
tion. Weslia Whitfield and her 
husband/accompanist Mike 
Greensill were there, as were Ex¬ 
aminer jazz columnist Phil El- 
wood, and sheet music maven 
Bob Grimes, in whose honor 
Paula and Weslia performed last 
month. Traci Walker, who has 
been booking and managing the 
room for the last decade (and who 
is, unfortunately, leaving at the 
end of the month), was busy 
working the cozy club, said to be 
one of the best cabaret venues in 
the country. 

After a well-executed instru¬ 
mental version of “Nature Boy” by 
pianist Ken Muir and bassist Al 
Obidinski, Paula set the tone for 
the evening with “The Best is Yet 
to Come.” How right she was: 
Paula just keeps getting better and 
better. 

Though she looked regal in a 
dark velvet gown and shawl, Paula 
was hardly initimidating. She even 
began her set with a joke about 
serving coffee, an “inside” com¬ 
ment about her waitressing day 
job. She continually maintained 
this careful balance between diva 
and down-home gal. Though she 
initially seemed a little uncom¬ 
fortable, Paula quickly warmed 
up, and by the time she put aside 



Paula West 


her unnecessary shawl, she was 
able to use her arms to full dra¬ 
matic effect. 

Her mellow voice, smoky and 
sonorous, is like chocolate and 
honey mixed with a bit of chicory. 
Her control, timing, and love of 
music are palpable. Though she 
makes it all look easy, it’s apparent 
the lady has been hard at work. 
Paula’s generous set included lots 
of new material, including ob¬ 
scure gems like “Massachusetts,” 
“Perhaps, Perhaps, Perhaps,” and 
“Restless,” along with more famil¬ 
iar numbers, like Cole Porter’s 
“The Laziest Gal in Town,” “The 
Lorelei,” and “I’m a Fool to Want 
You.” 

Acknowledging such influ¬ 
ences as Doris Day and Frank 


Sinatra, it’s obvious that Paula 
also listens to Peggy Lee, Pearl 
Bailey, and Ella Fitzgerald. While 
the singer has obviously learned a 
lot from these masters, she makes 
each song her own. Ken Muir’s 
deceptively simple arrangements 
lend sturdy support. 

Charming and unassuming, 
Paula is able to effectively express 
both the sincerity and cynicism 
that characterize much of her 
repertoire. In her brief introduc¬ 
tion to Irving Berlin’s “Supper 
Time,” originally performed by 
Ethel Waters, Paula explained why 
that “man o’ mine ain’t cornin’ 
home no more” — he has just 
been lynched. It wouldn’t hurt a 
bit if Paula could weave even 
more of this musical history into 
her otherwise sparse patter. 

As Paula coyly mentioned, her 
renditions of “Always True to You 
in My Fashion,” “Peel Me A 
Grape,” “You’ll See,” and “Comes 
Love” are captured on Temptation, 
her exquisitely produced 1995 
CD. 

Paula West is a disarming com¬ 
bination of naive ingenue and 
sexy sophisticate. Utterly bewitch¬ 
ing, the singer casts a spell that 
even she seems not to be fully 
aware of. You owe it to yourself 
not to miss this local treasure. Y 


Paula West performs 
Wednesdays and Saturdays 
through January 31 at the 
Plush Room. Call 885-2800 for 
tickets and information. 
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Makin’ whoopee 

Suede, Karen Mason / Brigette Schwarz 
and plenty of work in progress 


by Deborah Peifer 


reg Sarris is a novelist and 
playwright, a professor of 

ml English at UCLA, as well as 
a producer and writer for a new se¬ 
ries on HBO. He was attempting to 
do all of these jobs simultaneously 
when I called him last week to find 
out about his newest Bay Area pro¬ 
ject, an appearance at Intersection 
for the Arts in conjunction with 
the world-premiere of Joy Ride, a 
story of identity, blood¬ 
lines, and lifelines taken 
from his novel Grand 
Avenue. The work is a 
co-presentation by 
campo santo and Word 
for Word. 

“I’m on deadline,” he 
gasped when I asked for 
a few minutes of 
his time. “[I’m] 
finishing an epic 
novel that is due at 
the publisher on January 31. And 
I’ve been commissioned to write 
a play by the Mark Taper Forum, 
and then there’s my teaching and 
other writing and this HBO thing. 
You know how professors are -— 
we love to talk.” 

I wonder aloud about the con¬ 
nection between the performance 
of his novel and the oral tradition. 
“I was not the kind of kid that lots 
of writers are,” said Sarris. “I wasn’t 
an incessant reader, you know, hid¬ 
ing under the blanket with a flash¬ 
light to read into the night. But I lis¬ 
tened to stories all the time, and I 
pictured them as I listened. My first 
connection with Word for Word 
was when I got a release in the mail 
for one of my stories, ‘Slaughter¬ 
house.’ I was so busy I didn’t really 
read the release. I thought it was a 
request to publish the story in an 
anthology. I was shocked when I 
was invited to the performance 
months later, but when I saw it — it 
was wonderful! I was so pleased 
with Word for Word.” 

Sarris says that after HBO aired 
three of his stories, he was 
“swarmed” by American Indians 
who thanked him for his work. 
“Grand Avenue was seen by 20 mil¬ 
lion viewers. The medium allows 
people access who would not oth¬ 


erwise have experienced the story.” 
Sarris will read from his forthcom¬ 
ing novel, Watermelon Nights, at 
his appearance prior to the pre¬ 
miere of Joy Ride on January 31. 
The show, minus Sarris, runs 
through March 1 at the Intersec¬ 
tion for the Arts, 446 Valencia 
Street. Call 626-3311 for tickets. 

Works in progress 

If you’ve always loved being 
the first to see a new performer, 
you have a chance in the coming 
weeks at several local 
venues. Brava! for 
Women in the Arts will 
indulge early birds with 
its Showcase of New 
Plays. All performances 
are at the Brava Theatre 
Center, 2789 24th Street 
at York, between Janu¬ 
ary 24-26. (Call 
647-2822 for 
reservations.) 

The Marsh 
gets in on the act with sneak pre¬ 
views of its best and brightest 
works-in-progress, ranging from 
Janet Thornburg’s The Best is Yet 
to Be, a journey to the etheric 
plane by way of a 24-hour fitness 
center, to Nena St. Louis’ 
Schools, a tale of school desegre¬ 
gation in Kansas City in 1962. Call 
826-5750 for schedule informa¬ 
tion. The Marsh is located at 1062 
Valencia near 22nd Street. 

Later this month, the Jon Sims 
Center for the Performing Arts 
(1519 Mission Street) will present 
the first reading of local playwright 
Tommi Avicoili Mecca’s new 
play, Esther’s Boys. Mecca, an artist- 
in-residence at the Sims Center, 
describes the new work as a “mem¬ 
ory play that looks at how a group 
of gay men and a 40-something 
Jewish woman, Esther, form the 
kind of family bond that weathers 
some intense crises in their lives.” 
The readings take place January 30 
and February 27. Call 552-6031 or 
554-0402 for information. 

Musical notes 

Can you think of a more glori¬ 
ous name for a singer than 
Suede? This unique artist will 
perform her special blend of pop, 
jazz, and blues at Josie’s January 


28-31. On the 30th, she’ll also take 
part in Josie’s “Late Night Live,” a 
live discussion/performance event 
that will include observations on 
road rage (and, yes, Muni counts), 
hosted by Geraldine Barr and 
Brigette Schwarz. Dan Rothen- 
berg and our own Mr. Marcus 
complete the panel. Call 861-7933 
for information. 



Karen Mason 


Karen Mason, that glorious 
singer, has just released a new CD, 
Better Days. Mason will perform 
selections from the CD on Janu¬ 
ary 31 at the Osher Marin JCC 
(200 N. San Pedro Road in San 
Rafael; 8 p.m.), and February 1 at 
the Cowell Theatre (Fort Mason; 
5 p.m.). Call 479-2000 for tickets 
•and information. 

Christopher Copeland pre¬ 
sents A Hatful of Stars, a 
dinner/show cabaret review at the 
Coconut Grove Dinner Club on 
January 30. The program will fea¬ 
ture six musically diverse singers, 
including Zorina London, who 
sings forgotten standards of the 
’20s and ’30s; Kathleen Myers 
Thomas, who performs the blues; 
and Jana Keeler, who revels in 
dramatic standards. Call 776- 
1616 for reservations. The club is 
at 1415 Van Ness Avenue. ▼ 


If you have gossip, inquiries, or 
information of a performative 
nature to share with readers, 
contact dpeifer@delphi.com, 
or send via snail mail to the 
B.A.R. 



MUSIC 


Soul man 

by Gregg Shapiro 


Heaven, by Jai (RCA) 

W ith a voice and range to put George 
Michael to shame, musical new¬ 
comer Jai is a force to be reckoned 
with. Heaven, his debut disc, is a stunning 
achievement. From the two versions of “I 
Believe” (one fully orchestrated, one 
acoustic) that bracket the disc to the origi¬ 
nal material in-between, the music-making 
never fails to impress. This is quite simply 
one of the best CD releases from a new male 
performer in quite some time. Especially 
good are “I Need Love,” “Open,” “Let Me In,” 
and the title track. Jai, who is better known 
to family and friends as Jason Rowe, co¬ 
wrote ten of the disc’s dozen tracks. He also 
has exquisite taste when it comes to choos¬ 
ing cover tunes. His flawless renditions of 
“Cry Me A River” and J. J. Cale’s “Magnolia” 
reward repeated listening. T 




Raven Gallery 

presents the following artists: 


VINCE GABRIELLY 


Sanford Shapiro 


Bill Corrington 


MARCELLO Michael Rosen 


Marc De Bauch 


Roderick Cooper 


‘THE NEXT SHOW 


Opening night: 


Friday, January 30 
6 - 9pm 


2187 Market St. (@ 15th) 
(415) 551-7940 


Gallery hours: Fri & Sat 2 - 8pm 

'The Next Show' closes February 28. 



Meet CARREN STROCK, author of “MARRIED 
WOMEN WHO LOVE WOMEN” (Doubleday) on 
SATURDAY JANUARY 24 at 3 pm at 
BORDERS BOOKS.MUSIC.CAFE/UNION 
SQUARE. 

After 25 years of happy 
marriage, Carren Strock fell 
in love with another woman. 
In her new book, she 
describes her joorney from 
self-denial to awareness, as 
well as the reactions of her 
husband, family and friends, hi 
"Married Women Who Love 
Women,” Carren Strock gives 
voice to the many women 
whose isolation mid pain have 
been kept ridden, until now. 


BORDERS Union Squape 400 Post @ Powel1 

BOOKS - MUSIC CAFE San Francisco 415.399.1633 



WED-FRI, FEB 4-6, 8'PM; SAT, FEB 7, 2 PM & 8 PM, AND SUN, FEB 8, 3 PM 
ZELLERBACH HALL $10, $28, $40 

“The company has never danced better.” 

— Anna Kisselgoff, The New York Times 
Full of fresh talent and abundant energy, Arthur Mitchell’s 
beloved company returns with new works and favorite classics. 

PROGRAM A (2/4; 2/5 & 2/7 eve): Jose Limon/Moor's Pavane; John 
Alleyne/Adr/an ( Angel on Earth) - West Coast premiere; Vincent Sekwati 
Mantsoe/Sasawka - West Coast premiere 

PROGRAM B: (2/6; 2/7 mat; 2/8): Balanchine/ Serenade, Prodigal Son, 
Four Temperaments 

Corporate Sponsor: l 


Call Today! 
510 . 642.9988 


Dance Theatre of Harlem 
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Hard sell 


Well-acted ' Insurrection' doesn't always illuminate 


by Richard Dodds 


note in the program for In¬ 
surrection: Holding History 
from its author and director 
gives the audience “permission” to 
laugh. Laughter is a response that 
doesn’t usually require a license, 
but A.C.T.’s Insurrection is looking 
for laughs in historically unhappy 
places. 

But Robert O’Hara’s play is not 
just about history, it’s about bur¬ 
lesquing it. In the work, the days 
leading up to Nat Turner’s 1831 
slave rebellion, in which hundreds 


interest for two intermissionless 
hours are not consistently present. 

The play has a promising 
premise. Ron, a button-down 
graduate student who is research¬ 
ing the Nat Turner slave rebellion 
for his thesis, finds himself sent 
back in time to 1831 Virginia. He 
arrives on a flying bed that looks 
like a giant slice of toast when it 
lands, Dorothy-style, on the plan¬ 
tation master. Ron’s guide 
through his adventures is his 
great-great-grandfather, who is 
still living at age 189 in the pre¬ 
sent, and who becomes a young 
slave again at the plantation 


Lots of ideas are trotted out, 
but the depth and insight needed 
to sustain interest are missing. 


of blacks and whites were slaugh¬ 
tered, are used as a backdrop for a 
series of parodies ranging from 
Gone With the Wind to The Wiz¬ 
ard of Oz to the crudest of black 
sitcoms. But while O’Hara shines 
a unique light on a dark time in 
our country’s history, it is not al¬ 
ways illuminating. 

Over the course of the play, the 
obvious is reemphasized — slav¬ 
ery is hateful, and our elders are 
the repositories of history. There 
is a gay element, but it provides 
only a brief diversion. Lots of 
imaginative ideas are trotted out, 
but the depth, drama, and insight 
needed to sustain an audience’s 


where Nat Turner is preaching re¬ 
bellion. 

For all the novelties that the 
playwright and director Charles 
Randolph-Wright employ, the 
strongest moments are often the 
simplest. A discussion between 
Ron and his young*again great- 
great-grandfather about the value 
of history provides welcome sub¬ 
stance. And the budding gay rela¬ 
tionship between Ron and a slave 
offers hints of a fascinating ex¬ 
change, though it arrives late in 
the play and isn’t pursued. 

Gregory Wallace, warmly re¬ 
membered by A.C.T. audiences 
for his performance as the nurse 



Steven Anthony Jones, Gregory Wallace, and June A. Lomena in Insurrection: Holding History. 


Belize in Angels in America , plays 
the less-flashy Ron with stylishly 
wry restraint. Most of the other 
performers portray multiple 
characters, sometimes in a tour- 
de-force fashion that adds to the 
crazy-quilt energies of the play. A 
comically gifted Shona Tucker 
shuttles between the white plan¬ 
tation mistress and a sassy black 
woman of the ’90s. Marco Barri- 
celli effectively portrays five di¬ 
verse white characters, and Steven 


Anthony Jones is both the impas¬ 
sioned Nat Turner and a cruel, 
whip-toting plantation overseer. 
In his single role, Raphael Pea¬ 
cock creates a warm portrait of 
the slave who has special feelings 
for Ron. 

Insurrection is a brave choice 
for A.C.T. With only a single prior 
production, it doesn’t arrive with 
a known track record. And even 
with the official license to laugh, 
the play deals with issues that can 


be a tough sell. The theater has 
pulled off a full-bodied produc¬ 
tion of this stylistically and tech¬ 
nically challenging play, but the 
effort, unfortunately, is too often 
greater than the reward. ▼ 


Insurrection: Holding History is 
up at American Conservatory 
Theatre through February 8. 

For more information, call 749- 
2228. 




THE TRADITION CONTINUES 

THE ABBEY: An acre of walled privacy. An Ant)eco 
jewel. Accommodations from $125. 

THE HARLOW HAVEN: The original... need we say 
more! Accommodations from $135. 

"THE" 2095: Hotel, Restaurant and Bar. Our newest 
addition. Intnxluctory Rates $79. - $99. 
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Choose from 3 deluxe resorts committed to excellence 
(800)223-4073 (760)323-3977 
www.webworksps.com.'harlowch/ 

75 East El Alameda, Palm Springs, CA 92262 


Discover Palm Springs' Newest 
Intimate European Style Hotel... La Posada! 

1 A Gay Man's Resort • Great Las Palmas Location • 

• Deluxe Accommodations • Luxurious Beds • 

• Friendly Staff • TV's • Phones • Bicycles • 

• Large Sparkeling Pool • Natural Sunbathing • 

• Spectacular Views • Continental Breakfast • 

Lfl POSflDfl 
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(888)411-4949 (760)323-1402 

www.laposada.com 

120 W. Vereda Sur, Palm Springs, CA 92262 


Our Crystalline clothing Tolerated Pool and 
Jacuzzi will refresh you and our individually 
decorated rooms will charm you. But it's 
our commitment to superb guest service and 
ammenities that will make your stay memorable. 

It's not just our name that sets us apart! 

chestnutz 

(800)621-6973 (760)325-5269 

e-mail:chestnutz1 ©aol.com Fax:(760)320-9535 
641 San Lorenzo Road, Palm Springs, CA 92264 


Come play in our newly expanded and 
TOTALLY NAKED pool and jacuzzi area! 
Welcoming Men and Bears to Palm Springs 
since 1987. Color-TV's with in-house movie 
channel, heated pool, jacuzzi and outdoor 
cooling mist. Fun and relaxed atmosphere. .. 
a good place to meet new friends. 

The 550 Resort 

A clothing optional resort for men & bears 
For reservations or a brochure call 
(800)669-0550 (760)320-7144 
550 Warm Sands Drive, Palm Springs, CA 92264 


FOR MOM, THE FAMILY AND YOU! 

AAA 3 DIAMOND property. 120 immaculate rooms w/ 
one King or two Queen beds, fresh brewed in-room 
coffee, remote TV's. A large heated pool, jacuzzi; 
great mountain views, and a poolside coffee shop. 
Close to gay nightlife. Join the many gays, lesbians, 
their friends & families that stay with us... Welcome! 
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INN 

Everything fun under the sun 
(800)522-1555 (760)325-7211 

e-mail:psvagabond@aol.com 
1699 S. Palm Canyon Dr., Palm Springs, CA 92264 


The Village of Palm Springs Welcomes You! 

Discover all this great destination has to 
offer, call for our FREE 44 page color Visitors 
Guide a long with our Gay Guide to the City 
of Palm Springs. Together they say it all, from 
the daytime explorations to great gay nightlife. 

THE CITY OF PALM SPRINGS 
Division of Tourism 

To receive information on gay travel to our city 
BE SURE TO ASK FOR: Travel Pack #33 
(800)347-7746 

www.Palm-Springs.org 




America's favorite 


gay resort destination 

Discover for yourself the 
magic of this desert oasis. Enjoy 
quaint cafes, antique and specialty 
shops and many fine galleries. Ex¬ 
plore the Palm Springs Museum, ride 
the Aerial Tramway, take a Jeep Ad¬ 
venture into the open desert, hike 
thru ancient Indian Canyons or you 
can si mply relax poolside. Then after 
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it takes strong medicines to fight HIV. But your 
medicines also have to be easy to take. That's 
why many people now take ZERIT (also known 
as d4T) as part of their HIV therapy. 

Most people tolerate ZERIT quite well. You take 
just one capsule twice a day with or without 
food. And you can combine ZERIT with most 
other medicines you might be taking. 

ZERIT is approved for the treatment of HIV- 
infected persons who have already received 
prolonged AZT therapy. However, there is no 
cure for HIV infection. People taking ZERIT 
may still develop infections or other conditions 
associated with HIV. Please note that all HIV 
drugs cause side effects. ZERIT has been shown 
to cause tingling or pain in the hands or feet in 
13% to 24% of people. 


ASK YOUR DOCTOR ABOUT 

ZERIT 

(sfavudirte) Capsules 

ALSO KNOWN AS d4T 

P/ease see brief summary of prescribing information on following page. 
©1997, Bristol-Myers Squibb Company, Princeton, NJ 08543,U.SA. F9-K002A 7/97 
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The cast of Ex-Lovers, clockwise from top left: M. Shane, Mark Farrell, 
Paul Tena, Russell Pachman, and Brad Smith. 


Love lies bleeding 

Scott O'Hara's ' Ex-Lovers' at Rhino 


by Richard Dodds 

‘ friend practically drooled at 
the thought of seeing Ex- 
- ' Lovers, Scott O’Haras play 

with music at Theatre Rhinocer¬ 
os. But whatever your expecta¬ 
tions are for this debut theatre 
piece by the former porn per¬ 
former and sexual athlete, they are 
sure to be rattled. There may be a 
glory hole on stage, but there are 
no pigeonholes for this play. 

O’Hara has created a phantas¬ 
magoria that deals with a sprawl 
of issues, and has populated it 
with ghosts, a talking dog, a drag 
queen, Greek gods, an invisible 
roommate, and several characters 
of more standard issue. But even 
these players head off in unex¬ 
pected directions, as, Pirandello- 
style, they become actors portray¬ 
ing the characters with their own 
sets of tangled romantic relation¬ 
ships. Sprinkled throughout are 
musical numbers by O’Hara and 


Tom Phillips that range from bit¬ 
ter ballads to a Gilbert and Sulli¬ 
van parody. 

Indeed, there is so much going 
on in Ex-Lovers that the messages 
O’Hara wants to convey are hard 
to grasp. Occasionally, a philo¬ 
sophical kernel can be gleaned. 


ously have the stuff of drama (and 
comedy), but he doesn’t always 
seem able to communicate it. 

The central character is Leuko, 
a stripper at a porn theater whose 
off-stage life is as sexually charged 
as the one onstage. As the play be¬ 
gins, the unfaithful Leuko is in a 


O'Hara has created a 
phantasmagoria that deals with a 
sprawl of issues, and has populated 
it with ghosts, a talking dog, a 
drag queen, and a host of others. 


For example, when a character 
laments that it’s possible to be too 
sexy for one’s own good, it sounds 
like O’Hara is musing on his own 
life as erstwhile sex symbol. 
O’Hara’s experiences as a free¬ 
wheeling sexual adventurer obvi- 


ZERIT (stavudine) 

ZERIT® (stavudine) Capsules 
ZERIT® (stavudine) for Oral Solution 

Brief Summary of Prescribing Information, 10/96. For complete 
prescribing information, please consult official package circular. 

INDICATIONS AND USAGE 

ZERIT (stavudine) is indicated for the treatment of HIV-infected 
patients who have received prolonged prior zidovudine therapy. 

The duration of clinical benefit from antiretroviral therapy 
may be limited. Alteration in antiretroviral therapy should be 
considered if disease progression occurs while receiving ZERIT. 
CLINICAL STUDIES 

Study AI455-019 was a multi-center, randomized, double-blind trial 
of ZERIT Capsules vs zidovudine for the treatment of HIV-infected adults 
with CD4 counts of 50 to 500 cells/mm 3 who had received at least six 
months prior zidovudine treatment. ZERIT was administered in 
dosages of 40 mg BID for patients weighing >60 kg, and 30 mg BID 
for those weighing <60 kg. The zidovudine dosage was 200 mg TID. 

The study enrolled 822 patients with a median baseline CD4 count 
of 235 cells/mm 3 (range: 10 to 735 cells/mm 3 ), and a median du¬ 
ration of prior zidovudine treatment of 88 weeks (range 11 to 356 
weeks). Fourteen percent of subjects had AIDS at baseline, 50% 

had HIV-related symptoms and 36% w-‘ 

Table 1 gives the Kapl; 
progression. 


Table 1 - Incidence of Disease Progression 


First AIDS - Defining 


Event or Death* 


ZERIT 

zidovudine 

6 months 

4.4% 

5.7% 

12 months 

10.4% 

14.1% 

18 months 

18.5% 

23.3% 

24 months 

26.6% 

31.8% 

* Kaplan-Meier estimates; the overall difference between 

stavudine and zidovudine was not significant. 



CONTRAINDICATIONS 

ZERIT is contraindicated in patients with clinically significant hy¬ 
persensitivity to stavudine or to any of the components contained 
in the formulation. 

WARNINGS 

The major clinical toxicity of ZERIT is peripheral neuropathy. 
This complication occurred in 19 and 24 percent of the 11,784 pa¬ 
tients with advanced HIV disease who received the two dose lev¬ 
els of stavudine in the Parallel Track Program'. In patients with 
less advanced HIV infection in the zidovudine comparative trial, 
peripheral neuropathy occurred in 13 percent of ZERIT-treated 
patients as compared to 4 percent of zidovudine-treated patients. 

Patients should be monitored for the development of neuropa¬ 
thy that is usually characterized by numbness, tingling, or pain in 
the feet or hands. Stavudine-related peripheral neuropathy may re¬ 
solve if therapy is withdrawn promptly. In some cases, symptoms 
may worsen temporarily following discontinuation of therapy. If 
symptoms resolve completely, resumption of treatment may be 
considered at a reduced dose. 

Patients with a history of peripheral neuropathy are at in¬ 
creased risk for the development of neuropathy. If stavudine 
must be administered in this clinical setting, careful monitoring 
is essential. 

PRECAUTIONS 
Information for Patients 

Patients should be informed that ZERIT is not a cure for HIV infec¬ 
tion, and that they may continue to acquire illnesses associated with 
HIV infection, including opportunistic infections. Patients should be 
advised to remain under the care of a physician when using ZERIT. 

Patients should be informed that the most common toxicity of 
ZERIT is peripheral neuropathy. Symptoms of peripheral neuropa¬ 
thy usually include tingling, burning, pain, or numbness in the 
hands or feet. Patients should be counseled that this toxicity occurs 
with greater frequency in patients with a history of peripheral neu¬ 
ropathy. They should be advised that these symptoms should be re¬ 
ported to their physicians and that dose changes may be necessary. 
They should also be cautioned about the use of other medications 
that may exacerbate peripheral neuropathy. 

Caregivers of young children receiving ZERIT therapy should be in¬ 
structed regarding detection and reporting of peripheral neuropathy. 

Patients should be informed that the long-term effects of ZERIT 
are unknown at this time. They should be advised that ZERIT thera¬ 
py has not been shown to reduce the risk of transmission of HIV to 
others through sexual contact or blood contamination. 

Patients should be informed that the Center for Disease Control 

K recommends that HIV-infected mothers not nurse newborn in¬ 
to reduce the risk of postnatal transmission of HIV infection. 
Laboratory Tests 

Mild to moderate increases in AST (SGOT) and ALT (SGPT) occurred com¬ 
monly in clinical trials; these did not interfere with continued therapy. 
Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis, Impairment of Fertility 
Long-term carcinogenicity studies of stavudine in animals have not 
been completed. Stavudine was not mutagenic in the Ames, E. coli 
reverse mutation, or the CHO/HGPRT mammalian cell forward gene 
mutation assays, with and without metabolic activation. Stavudine pro¬ 
duced positive results in the in vitro human lymphocyte clastogen- 
esis and mouse fibroblast assays, and in the in vivo mouse mi¬ 
cronucleus test. In the in vitro assays, stavudine elevated the frequency 
of chromosome aberrations in human lymphocytes (concentrations 
of 25 to 250 pg/mL, without metabolic activation) and increased 
the frequency cf transformed foci in mouse fibroblast cells (con- 
centrations of 25 to 2500 uofmL with and without metabolic activation). 

1 The parallel track program (STUDY A1455-900) treated 12,551 HlV-in- 
fected patients with CD4 counts <300/mm 3 who had failed, were intoler¬ 
ant of, or had contraindications to other therapies. 


In the in vivo micronucleus assay, stavudine was clastogenic in bone 
marrow cells following oral stavudine administration to mice at 
dosages of 600 to 2000 mg/kg/day for 3 days. 

No evidence of impaired fertility was seen in rats with exposures 
(based on C max ) up to 216 times that observed following a clinical 
dosage of 1 mg/kg/day. 

Pregnancy 

Pregnancy “Category C”. Reproduction studies have been performed 
in rats and rabbits with exposures (based on Cmax) up to 399 and 
183 times, respectively, of that seen at a clinical dosage of 1 mg/kg/day 
and have revealed no evidence of teratogenicity. The incidence in fe¬ 
tuses of a common skeletal variation, unossified or incomplete ossi¬ 
fication of sternebra, was increased in rats at 399 times human exposure, 
while no effect was observed at 216 times human exposure. A slight 
post-implantation loss was noted at 216 times the human exposure 
with no effect noted at approximately 135 times the human expo¬ 
sure. An increase in early rat neonatal mortality (birth to 4 days of age) 
occurred at 399 times the human exposure, while survival of neonates 
was unaffected at approximately 135 times the human exposure. A study 
in rats showed that stavudine is transferred to the fetus through the 
placenta. The concentration in fetal tissue was approximately one-half 
the concentration in maternal plasma. There are no adequate and 
well-controlled studies in pregnant women. Because animal reproduction 
studies are not always predictive of human response, stavudine 
should be used during pregnancy only if clearly needed. 

Nursing Mothers 

Studies in lactating rats demonstrated that stavudine is excreted in milk. 
Although it is not known whether stavudine is excreted in human 
milk, there exists the potential for adverse effects from stavudine in 
nursing infants. Mothers should be instructed to discontinue nursing 
if they are receiving stavudine. This is consistent with the recom¬ 
mendation by the U S. Public Health Service Centers for Disease Con¬ 
trol and Prevention that HIV-infected mothers not breast-feed their in¬ 
fants to avoid risking postnatal transmission of HIV. 

Pediatric Use 

Use of stavudine in pediatric patients is supported by evidence from 
adequate and well-controlled studies ofstavudine in adults with ad¬ 
ditional safety data in 115 pediatric patients and pharmacokinetic 
data in 25 of these patients. 

Stavudine pharmacokinetics have been evaluated in 25 HIV- 
infected pediatric patients (age range: 5 weeks to 15 years, weight 
range: 2 to 43 kg) after IV and oral administration of 0.125, 0.5, 
1, and 2 mg/kg as single doses and as BID regimens. The mean 
± SD absolute bioavailability was 76,9 ± 31.7% (n=20). Peak plas¬ 
ma concentration (CJ and area under the plasma concentration¬ 
time curve (AUC) increased in proportion to dose after both sin¬ 
gle and multiple doses. 

Following intravenous infusions (n=21), the mean ± SD volume 
of distribution was 18.5 ± 9.17 L/m 2 . The distribution of stavudine into 
cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) was assessed in 8 pediatric patients after 
12 weeks of multiple oral dosing. The concentration of stavudine in 
CSF samples ranged form 0.008 to 0.105 pg/mL at times ranging from 
2 to 3 hours post-dose (dose ranging from 0.125 to 1 mg/kg). CSF 
concentrations ranged from 16% to 125% (mean ± SD of 59% ± 35%) 
of the concentration in simultaneous plasma samples. 

The terminal elimination half-line after oral or intravenous ad¬ 
ministration of stavudine was approximately one hour. The mean ± 
SD total body clearance after intravenous infusion was 247 ± 94 
mL/min/m 2 . The mean ± SD apparent oral clearance was 333 ± 87 
mL/min/m 2 . The percent of the dose excreted uncharged in the urine 
was 34.5% after oral administration. 

The clearance of stavudine is related to both body surface area and 
body weight. When dosing according to body weight, the recommended 
dosage for pediatric patients weighing less than 30 kg is 2 mg/kg/day 
in divided doses. Pediatric patients weighing 30 kg or greater should 
receive the recommended adult dose. 

ADVERSE REACTIONS 

The major clinical toxicity of ZERIT (stavudine) is peripheral neuropathy 
(see “WARNINGS” section). 

Adults: Peripheral neuropathy is dose related (see Table 2). 
Modest elevation of hepatic transaminases was also observed com¬ 
monly in controlled trials. 


parative trial (Study AI455-019) are shown in Table 4. 


Table 4 

Controlled Clinical Trials: Incidence of Adult 
Laboratory Abnormalities 


ZERIT 
(40 mg BID) 

(n=412)_ 

~ ‘ 11 


zidovudine 

W 

10 


(<5.0 x ULN C ) 

ALT (SGPT) 13 11 

(<5.0 x ULN) 

Bilirubin 2 2 

(>5.0 x ULN) 

Anemia • 3 

(<8.0 g/dL) 

Neutropenia 5 9 

(neutrophils <750/mm 3 ) 

Thrombocytopenia 3 3 

(platelets <50,000/mm 3 ) 

Amylase 14 13 

(>1.4 x ULN) 

■ This abnormality was reported in fewer than 1 % of patients. 

! Data presented for patients for whom laboratory evaluations 
were performed. 

5 Median duration of stavudine therapy = 79 weeks; mediation 
duration of zidovudine therapy = 53 weeks. 

: ULN = upper limit of normal 


Pediatric Patients: Adverse reactions and serious laboratory ab¬ 
normalities in pediatric patients were similar in type and frequen¬ 
cy to those seen in adult patients. 

OVERDOSAGE 

Experience with adults treated with 12 to 24 times the recommended 
daily dosage revealed no acute toxicity. Complications of chronic over¬ 
dosage include peripheral neuropathy and hepatic toxicity. It is 
not known whether stavudine is eliminated by peritoneal dialysis 
or hemodialysis. 

HOW SUPPLIED 

ZERIT® (stavudine) Capsules are available in the following strengths 
and configurations of plastic bottles with child-resistant closures: 


Table 5 



Product Capsule Markings on Capsule 

Capsules 

NDC No. 

Strength Shell Color (in Black Ink) 

per Bottle 

15 mg Light yellow BMS 

& dark red 1964 15 

60 

0003-1964-01 

20 mg Light brown BMS 

60 

0003-1965-01 

1965 20 



30 mg • Light orange BMS 

& 1966 30 

dark orange 

60 

0003-1966-01 

40 mg Dark orange BMS 

1967 40 

! * * 

0003-1967-01 


Table 2 


Peripheral Neuropathy Leading to Dose Modification 

% 

Study AI455-019 

ZERIT zidovudine 

Parallel Track Program 

ZERIT ZERIT 

(40 mg BID) (200 mg TID) 
(n=412) (n=402) 

(40 mg BID) (20 mg BID) 
(n=5905) (n=5879) 

Peripheral Neuropathy 

Grade 1-2 11 3 

Grade 3-4 2 1 

20 17 

4 2 

Total 13 4 

24 19 


provides 1 mg of stavudine per ml of solution upon constitution with 
water. Directions for solution preparation are included on the prod¬ 
uct label. ZERIT for Oral Solution is available in child-resistant con¬ 
tainers that provide 200 mL of solution after constitution with wa¬ 
ter (NDC No. 0003-1968-01). 

US Patent No : 4,978,655 

Storage: ZERIT Capsules should be stored in tightly closed containers 
at controlled room temperature, 59° to 86°F (15° to 30°C). 

ZERIT for Oral Solution should be protected from excessive 
moisture and stored in tightly closed containers at controlled room 
temperature, 59° to 86°F (15° to 30°C). After constitution, store 
tightly closed containers of ZERIT for Oral Solution in a refrigerator, 
36° to 46°F (2° to 8°C). Discard any unused portion after 30 days 


| BRIS 


BRISTOL-MYERS SQUIBB 


Immunology 


LJIBB | 


Selected adverse events that occurred in adult patients receiving ZER¬ 

IT in the Phase 3 controlled comparative trial (Study AI455-019) are 
provided in Table 3. 

~Tabie3 

Selected Clinical Adverse Events in the Phase 3 Controlled 
Clinical Trials 1 


ZERIT 

W 1 


Study AI455-019 2 


zidovudine 
(200 mg TID) 
(n=402) 


Headache 

Chills/Fever 50 - 51 

Diarrhea 50 43 

Rash 40 35 

Nausea and Vomiting 38 44 

Abdominal Pain 34 27 

Myalgia 32 35 

Insomnia 29 31 

Anorexia 19 22 

Allergic Reaction 9 8 

Pancreatitis_*_ 

* This event was reported in fewer than 1% of patients. 

' Includes all clinical complaints. 

’ Median duration of stavudine therapy = 79 weeks; median 
. =53 weeks. 


duration of zidovudine therapy = I 


bickering relationship with his 
sullen boyfriend Plakia, but there 
are also past lovers with whom to 
contend, among them a hungry, 
horny ghost and the aforemen¬ 
tioned talking dog, who is quite 
literally a stud puppy. In the sec¬ 
ond act, O’Hara relaxes an already 
loose grip on the narrative as 
characters stop the show, talk to 
the audience, and generally de¬ 
construct the drama.- 

Director Russell Blackwood 
has managed to get all this up and 
running efficiently. Still, Bradley 
Merle Smith, as Leuko, could 
stand to turn down his perfor¬ 
mance by several notches; he 
practically shouts his lines with 
the aggressive gaiety of Richard 
Simmons. Paul Tena connects ap¬ 
pealingly with his singing drag 
queen character, less so with a 
deather-man character. Russell 
Pachman is delightful as the dog¬ 
gie man, while Mark Farrell 
brings both seriousness and sweet 
voice to the role of Plakia. 

The rest of the cast ranges 
from competent to adequate. Phil 
Dunn periodically pops up in the 
confusing role of Leuko’s invisible 
roommate. M. Shane is the cadav¬ 
erous but lively late ex-lover, and 
Yawar Charlie plays an ancient 
Greek who somehow time travels 
to become the dead man’s new 
lover. Craig Souza is Leuko’s 
workaholic ex-lover, and Cec 
Levinson plays a largely extrane¬ 
ous old matchmaker. Len Moors 
is the Mr. Right who finally winds 
up with Leuko. 

With Ex-Lovers, O’Hara seems 
to be saying that life can some¬ 
times be wonderful, and some¬ 
times a bittersweet mess. Yes, real 
life is messy, and that’s why we 
look to theater to help sort things 
out. O’Hara may like the mess, 
but it would be more effective to 
suggest it than duplicate it on 
stage. ▼ 


Ex-Lovers runs through 
February 14 at Theatre 
Rhinoceros. For tickets and 
information, call 861-5079. 
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Walking the walk 




Dallas 
talks to you 
415.976.2244 


always 

WET 

&WILD 


Tread Dance Theater 


by Heather Wisner 


■ he difference between good 
work and great work is the 
difference between knowing 
a few things and being able to do 
something with what you know. 
The women of Tread Dance The¬ 
ater, choreographers Carmen 
Carnes, Chantel Lucier, and Robin 
Kurland, know plenty. Carnes is a 
former competitive rhythmic 
gymnast whose technical reper¬ 
toire embraces ballet, Persian and 
Balinese dance. Kurland, a former 
member of Philadelphia’s Group 
Motion Dance Company, studied 
with modern innovators Bebe 
Miller and members of the Paul 
Taylor Dance Company at 
Philadelphia’s University of the 
Arts. Lucier, a homegrown talent 
who has performed with A.C.T., 
specializes in modern, contact im- 
prov, and Suzuki theater tech¬ 
nique. 

This is an accomplished team, 
and they make fine use of the 
dancers who join them for their 
seven-piece program at ODC 
Theater. But as any dancer who 
makes the leap to choreography 
has discovered, turning one’s ed¬ 
ucation into meaningful work is a 
tricky undertaking. Despite some 
lingering imagery and hints of 
choreographic promise, this pro¬ 
gram suffers from draggy pacing 
and undeveloped work that sug¬ 
gests an overeagerness on the part 
of the artists to share everything 
they know. 

The most successful dances 
are the understated ones. In her 
solo Asa Nisi Masa (Anima: the 
Soul), set to Gorecki’s Symphony 
No. 3, Lucier travels meditatively 
along the diagonal, illuminated 
by a swath of white light, her ele¬ 
gant port de bras carving the 
space around her. She maintains 
a gentle, lyrical momentum 
throughout the piece, moving 
steadily and deliberately from a 
dip into flexed-foot arabesque 
penchee to a backward roll up 
onto the shoulders, her hips 
swiveling side to side as she bicy¬ 
cles her legs in the air. 

Kurland contributes Unfold, a 
spooky, fascinating solo danced 
rather like a fitful sleepwalker. As 
shifting patterns of dim light flit 
across a black curtain, Kurland 
slowly makes her way around a 
small box set in the middle of the 
floor, climbing on top of it and 
agitatedly jerking herself around 
at one point, and getting down on 
her hands and knees to peer in¬ 
side at the very end. The ensem¬ 
ble piece Folds of Memory has the 
kinetic feel of a subway in motion, 
and the dancers, dressed in baggy 
gray trousers and halter tops and 
assembled against the red brick 
backstage wall, exude a very 
urban postmodern cool. This is 
Kurland’s work, and her interest 
in pedestrian “everyday” move¬ 
ment manifests itself in the un¬ 
comfortable shifting of weight 
from one foot to the other and the 
nervous gestures of peaple who 
can’t decide what to do with their 
hands. 

These pieces integrate well, 
which makes much of the rest of 
the work on the program seem 
out of place. Carnes opens Tread’s 
program with Bali Suite, a collec¬ 
tion of three traditional Balinese 
dances done in full costume. The 
execution is adequate, but Bali¬ 
nese cultural dance seems quite 
out of context on a program of 


HILL ?729 Bush at Powell 


DULT THEATRE 


FAMOUS FROM THE DAY WE OPENED 


OPEN Vjj HOURS 

HOTLINE 41S.7S1.S4eB 
Visit Us @ nobhitnheatrs.com. 


LIVE EROTIC THEATRE DAILY • STARTING AT NOON • 2 MAN SHOWS AT 2 & 9PM 
ORGY SHOW AT MIDNIGHT, THU, FRI, & SAT. • NON-STOP VIDEOS IN OUR VOYEURS LOUNGE 
STATE-OF THE-ART, 120 CHANNEL VIDEO ARCADE • PRIVATE PREVIEWING ROOMS 


American modern dance. Carnes’ 
dance eulogy to the late singer Jeff 
Buckley is reminiscent of rhyth¬ 
mic gymnastics, especially the 
ending, when Carnes dons gauzy 
red wings to send Buckley off to 
his final resting place. And while 
Femme Fatality, an ensemble 
piece intended to examine the 
image of women in the media, is 
the kind of thing one expects to 
find on an American modern 
dance program with an all¬ 
woman company, the result is a 
disappointing, overtly literal exer¬ 
cise in Feminism 101. Spoofing 
the Spice Girls, as inviting as it 
seems, is essentially redundant, 
and quips comparing Britain’s ex¬ 
port of the hour to a “dumb-chick 
version of the Village People” 
don’t make it funnier. A send-up 
of the catwalk, a couple of play¬ 
acting dance bits, and an onstage 
narrator who admits a love-hate 
relationship with fashion maga¬ 
zines turn Femme Fatality into a 
victim of cliche. Next time out, 


Tread might do well to concen¬ 
trate on work that shows more 
than it tells. ▼ 


Tread performs Friday- 
Saturday, January 23-24 at 
ODC Performance Gallery 


Theater, 3153 Shotwell. Call 
863-9834 for tickets and 
information. 


Treadites 


THE DUST HAS SETTLED! 


AMERICA’S PREMIER 
ALL MALE EROTIC 
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Steamroom Strip... 


Wisecracker 

M Arts cover 

gentleman, replied that Miss Glyn 
certainly did have it. “But, 
madam,” he added, “you left the 
‘sh’ off of it.” 

William Haines was born in 
1900, the S 04 J of a Virginia cigar- 
maker. Chafing against small¬ 
town life, he ran off to New York, 
where he found glamour and ex¬ 
citement in the burgeoning world 
of Greenwich Village. It was here, 
as a bonds salesman during the 
day and avid partygoer by night, 
that he formed the easy, self-af¬ 
firming gay identity that re¬ 
mained with him for life. He 
never struggled with hiding his 
homosexuality; in the Village, it 
was a simple fact of life. He 
formed his campy, ironic sense of 
humor during these years, when 
he palled around with chorus girls 
and drag queens, and played gigo¬ 
lo to a number of wealthy men 
and women. His friends included 
the young Jack Benny, George 
Burns, Orry-Kelly, and Archie 
Leach, later known as Cary Grant. 

Chosen the winner of a “New 
Faces” contest, he was bustled off 
to Hollywood, where he played a 
number of undistinguished parts 
in his first Goldwyn, and later, 
MGM pictures. It was 1926’s 
Brown of Harvard that made him 
a star, and created overnight a 
new screen character — the 
“wisecracker,” the witty, dandified 
leading man who is all arrogance 
and pomposity before eating 
“humble pie” and winning the girl 
at the fade-out. Haines’ characters 
are informed by the ribald sensi¬ 
bility of the Village, and of 1920s 
Hollywood. 

During the Roaring Twenties, 
Hollywood was a haven for free- 
lovers and free-thinkers. Gays and 
lesbians, living lives of relative 
openness, were integral parts of a 
community of people who lived 
on the edge: political radicals, het¬ 
erosexuals who cohabited outside 
marriage, drug- and alcohol-users 
in a time of Prohibition. Re¬ 
porters from fan magazines, often 
guests in Haines J home, had no 
motive to “out” anyone. Everyone 
benefited from playing the game, 
and there was an accepted sense of 


http://www.thewatergarden.com 


U. of M.N. 

University of Monday Nights 


short time in the more permissive 
early ’30s with actor Randolph 
Scott. In the mid-’30s, studio 
pressure forced Grant and Scott 
into breaking up, and both hasti¬ 
ly married women. Scott’s mar¬ 
riage to a Virginia heiress was 
never more than in name only, 
but Grant tried to make a go of 


other stab at marriage. 

After 1933, the closet became 
the new paradigm for Hollywood 
stars, a model that has yet to be 
completely overturned. The irony 
is that since the time of Haines, 
stars haven’t become progressive¬ 
ly more out — Ellen and Anne 
notwithstanding. Instead, they be¬ 


came progressively more closeted 
(witness Rock Hudson, a decade 
after Grant.) 

At the height of his fame, 
Haines delighted in innuendo. 
Once, when a producer asked him 
to stay late and work on a film, 
Haines teased that he had to “go 
to choir practice with Ramon 
Navarro” — whose own sexual 
orientation was the whisper of 
Hollywood. He also quipped that 
he and Garbo wore the same 
shoes. Most reporters — at least 
those “in the know” in Hollywood 
— got the gist. But as the political 
pressures changed, Haines’ bosses 
became increasingly concerned. 

Throughout 1931 and 1932, a 
good deal of effort went into 
changing Haines’ image, putting 
him in many more “manly” parts 
and sending out blind items to the 
press about what a “regular feller” 
he was. But a new breed of macho 
stars — Clark Gable, Jimmy 
Cagney — were moving in, and 
the Depression-weary public, 
scapegoating the frivolous excess 
of the Roaring Twenties, turned 
their back on William Haines. 
“What kind of guy is he anyway?” 
wrote one woman to Movie Mir¬ 
ror. “All this wisecracking — and 
still never married.” 

The press changed, too. A 
rougher, more sadistic edge 
emerged, with snide comments 
about Haines’ love of antiques 
and “precious housekeeping” 
creeping into the columns. Louis 
B. Mayer, never fond of Haines or 
any of his gay employees, may 
have been looking for a reason to 
give him the boot. Legend says 
Haines was caught with a sailor at 
the YMCA and arrested by police; 
no records can be found to con¬ 
firm this. But friends insist the 
final confrontation with Mayer 
actually occurred. As screenwriter 
Anita Loos described it, Mayer is¬ 
sued an ultimatum. “I’m going to 
give you a choice,” Mayer told 
him. “You’re either to give up that 
boyfriend of yours, or I’ll cancel 
your contract!” 

“Without hesitating, Bill opted 
for love and told L.B. to tear up 
his contract,” Loos wrote. 

But trying to find work at an¬ 
other studio when L.B. Mayer had 
blacklisted you was next to im¬ 
possible. Haines made a couple of 
forgettable pictures at a poverty 
row studio and then was finished. 
Unlike many of his contempo¬ 
raries, however, he had an ace in 
the hole. As interior designer to 


Once, when he was asked to 
stay late by a producer, Haines 
joked that he couldn’t because ‘he 
had to go to choir practice 


private versus public image. 

By 1930, after a string of hits 
with curiously queer titles like A 
Mans Man, Lovey Mary, Navy 
Blues, and A Slave of Fashion, 
Haines was named the Number 
One male box office star in the 
country. But the political winds 
were shifting in Hollywood. 
Sound had added another realis¬ 
tic element to movies that had al¬ 
ready become sexier, grittier, and 
more violent. The Legion of De¬ 
cency, composed primarily of 
Catholic priests and laymen, 
threatened an economic boycott 
of the industry if Hollywood did¬ 
n’t clean up its act. In response, 
the film industry adopted the Pro¬ 
duction Code, an ironclad list of 
do’s and don’ts drawn up by a 
Catholie priest. Yet such a Dra¬ 
conian measure did even more 
than restrict onscreen content. 
Offscreen, stars who did not fit 
the image of upstanding, stalwart, 
heterosexual citizens were cast 
aside. Clara Bow — she of the 
scandalous nightlife — was one of 
the first to go. Over at MGM, stu¬ 
dio chief Louis B. Mayer viewed 
William Haines as trouble waiting 
to happen. 

The dramatic change in Holly¬ 
wood from the early to mid-’30s 
is seen best when comparing 
Haines’ life and career with that of 
Cary Grant — a performer with a 
similar style and equally as queer 
— just five or six years later. 
Haines lived openly with his lover, 
Jimmie Shields, for nearly 50 
years. Grant married five times, all 
to women, despite living for a 


William Haines in A Man's Man. 


his union with starlet Virginia 
Cherrill. Yet within a year, they 
had separated, and Grant, de¬ 
pressed and conflicted, attempted 
suicide. When he recovered, he 
and Scott resumed cohabitation 
for a time, until Grant made an- 


his friends — Joan Crawford, 
Claudette Colbert, Constance 
Bennett, Carole Lombard, among 
others, all of whom might have 
been called “fag hags” in a more 
modern era — Haines established 
himself in a new career. Over the 
next three decades, he became the 
leading and most influential dec¬ 
orator in Los Angeles. 

Yet the fall of Haines’ movie 
career is not just the story of one 
man. It is the story of the institu¬ 
tionalization of the Hollywood 
closet. William Haines dared to 
live a life of authenticity when 
most gays and lesbians chose 
paths of smoke and mirrors. 

In his new career, Haines did¬ 
n’t have the same pressures to 
conform. And yet a brush with 
gay-bashing residents of El Porto 
Beach, where he had a summer 
home, led to nasty charges on the 
front pages of the nation’s news¬ 
papers in 1936. Charges that 
Haines’ guests — including Jim¬ 
mie Shields — molested a six- 
year-old boy were found to be 
groundless. Research today reveals 
a pattern of anti-gay accusations 
against a number of area people, 
and some evidence even points to 
a nearby pocket of white su¬ 
premacists. Haines was the victim 
of what today would be called a 
hate crime. 

Still, he triumphed over it, as he 
had the oppression of the studio. 
Supported by loyal friends like 
Crawford, Marion Davies, and 
Jack Warner, he flourished as an 
interior designer until the early 
’70s, designing for such socially 
prominent figures as Betsy Bloom- 
ingdale, Ambassador Walter An- 
nenberg, and Nancy Reagan. 

That’s what ultimately makes 
Haines’ story one of success rather 
than failure. Despite being black¬ 
listed by Mayer, despite the El 
Porto scandal, Haines did not re¬ 
treat into the closet. He and Jim¬ 
mie lived happily together in 
Brentwood for nearly 50 years. 
“Billy and Jimmy are the happiest 
married couple in Hollywood,” 
Crawford told friends. Certainly 
the four-times-married star — 
along with many others — must 
have been envious. In the early 
’50s, when Billy and Jimmie cele¬ 
brated their 25th anniversary, 
Haines — ever the wisecracker — 
sent an invitation to none other 
than L.B. Mayer. At the bottom of 
the invitation he wrote: “And you 
said it wouldn’t last.” 

On the day after Christmas, 
1973, William Haines died of can¬ 
cer, just a few days short of his 
74th birthday. Jimmie Shields, 
heartbroken at the death of his 
spouse of nearly five decades, 
committed suicide three months 
later. He left a note that read: “It’s 
no good without Billy.” 

Yet for all its poignancy, 
William Haines’ story is ulti¬ 
mately one of triumph. Few stars 
have attempted to be as out as 
William Haines was in the ’ 20 s 
and ’30s. He seems a distinctly 
modern hero, possessing a queer 
sensibility and self-confidence 
not often found in the shadowy 
world of pre-Stonewall Holly¬ 
wood, when lovers were kept in 
separate homes, marriages were 
arranged, and lies were told again 
and again. 

But one man refused to play 
the game. William Haines took his 
losses, but he also ended up ahead. 
As Anita Loos wrote: “As a love- 
and-success story, Bill’s legend was 
far more thrilling than any he ever 
filmed for L.B. Mayer.” T 


William J. Mann is the author 
of Wisecracker: The Life and 
Times of William Haines, 
Hollywood’s First Openly Gay 
Star, published this month by 
Viking. 
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Claiming 
the wound 


by Jameson Currier 


Gay Body: A Journey Through 
Shadow to Self by Mark Thomp¬ 
son; St. Martin's, $24.95 

* omewhere inside every gay 
man there’s a wounded boy 
who stopped growing,” au¬ 
thor Mark Thompson writes in 
his new book, Gay Body. “If ever 
he did reveal his shining inner 
self, it was humiliated, mocked, 
and scorned. And so the boy took 
whatever of himself he could save 
and hid it, burying it in that twi¬ 
light zone between knowing and 
not knowing.” 

This hidden, integral part of a 
gay man’s psyche Thompson 
identifies as the place called “Gay 
Shadow.” By reclaiming this place 
and creating a passionate and em- 
pathetic relationship to it, gay 
men can begin their personal 
journey toward self-knowledge. 
“In cleaning their own spiritual 
houses,” Thompson notes, “gay 
men need to understand not only 
the reasons for their shame but 
where to find it.” 

Thus the title Gay Body may 
seem a misnomer, for Thompson 
concentrates more on this spiritu¬ 
al quest than on the biological 
concerns his epithet suggests. In¬ 
deed, Thompson devotes a great 
deal of attention in these pages to 
explaining archetypes and how 
they function in a gay man’s life, 
the roles they assume, and the 
dangers they hold. Among the ar¬ 
chetypes Thompson introduces 
and explains are the “Wounded 
Healer,” the “Divine Child,” the 
“Trickster,” and the “Double.” 



Thompson uses a mixture of psy¬ 
chology, personal reportage, and 
autobiography to delineate these 
roles for readers. Some, such-as his 
exploration into the “Double,” 
which he defines as finding one¬ 
self mirrored in a lover, are fasci¬ 
nating. Other accounts stumble. 
The “Trickster,” though a simple 
concept, seems muddled between 
stories of drag queens and decon¬ 
structing the myth of Narcissus. 
Thompson also regresses period¬ 
ically into psycho-babble, and his 
ideas, while noteworthy, become 
victim of his own arch prose. 

Gay Body, however, is not just 
psychological discourse; Thomp¬ 
son is at his best when he inter¬ 
weaves memories of his own spir¬ 
itual journey to adulthood, from 
growing up in a dysfunctional 
family in Carmel to his heady par¬ 
ticipation in San Francisco in the 
early 1970s. “If my first year in gay 
mecca showed me anything, it’s 
next page ► 


Castro Theater 

◄ page 33 

ically exquisite, with a score only 
an Italian could divine, and a 
wholly believable supporting cast. 
Robert DeNiro is incendiary as 
fighter Jake LaMotta, and won the 
Best Actor Oscar. On the Water¬ 
front and Raging Bull are films 
about failure and loss, grief and 
redemption, and are as American 
as the mean immigrant streets of 
New York where both films take 
place. 

The quartet of films on the 
28th is so good it’s hard to pick 
one as more essential viewing 
than another, but Touch of Evil 
(1958), Orson Welles’ film of drug 
corruption south of the border 
(and his own mesmerizing per¬ 
formance) is a tidy vision of hell. 
This is first-rate filmmaking on 
every level, with astonishingly 
beautiful high-contrast black- 
and-white cinematography, a bril¬ 
liant opening sequence, and a 
lurid story with even more lurid 
characters. A host of fine perfor¬ 
mances from Charlton Heston’s 
tough DEA agent to Janet Leigh’s 
not-so-fragile heroine to Marlene 
Deitrich’s washed-up dance hall 
queen make this a real treat. 
(There are some interesting queer 
moments between Leigh and a 
sadistic bull dyke.) 

For demonic portraits on film, 
it’s hard to imagine a more creepy 
nightmare than Robert 
Mitchum’s preacher in Charles 
Laughton’s Night of the Hunter 
(1955). You will never want to 
hear whistling on a dark night 
again after seeing this one, but it 



Dietrich in Touch of Evil. 


will certainly codify all you’ve ever 
believed about the relationship 
between fundamentalism and 
evil. Scary, with strong (and 
strange) performances by Shelley 
Winters and Lillian Gish. 

Joseph Cotton in Hitchcock’s 
1943 Shadow of a Doubt isn’t quite 
as terrifying as Mitchum, but he 
runs a menacing close second. 
Teresa Wright is the niece who 
knew too much in this neat tale of 
serial murder. Films run January 
22 through January 28 at the Cas¬ 
tro. Call 621-6120 for informa¬ 
tion. ▼ 


Victoria A. Brownworth has 
been a film critic for 20 years. 
Her most recent book is Film 
Fatales: Independent Women 
Directors, co-authored with 
Judith Redding. 
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Queer 

connections 

by Deborah Peifer 


Cassell's Encyclopedia of Queer 
Myth, Symbol, and Spirit by 
Randy P. Conner, David Hatfield 
Sparks, Mariya Sparks; Cassell, 
$24.95 

s people who are marginal¬ 
ized by the dominant cul¬ 
ture, we queers are con¬ 
stantly having to rediscover or 
reinvent our history. Fortunately 
for us, Randy P. Conner, David 
Hatfield Sparks, and his daughter, 
Mariya Sparks, have gathered 
myths and stories and legends 
from around the world, a cornu¬ 
copia of tales and symbols that as¬ 
sert our queer presence through¬ 
out history. This encyclopedia is a 
tremendous achievement. 



The trio provides an introduc¬ 
tion that includes an overview, 
with cross-references, of the great 
sources and repositories of myth, 
the spiritual traditions of both 
East and West. From the African 
and African-Diasporic to Bud¬ 
dhism to witchcraft, these essays 
provide the beginnings for a di¬ 
rected search through the ency¬ 
clopedia, and are both useful and 


inspiring. But you can also leaf 
through and make your own dis¬ 
coveries. 

You may learn, for example, 
that the use of the rainbow to 
identify gay people dates back to 
the Greeks, when it was associated 
with Hermes, and his beloved, 
Amphion. Further, that in the 
Middle Ages the French believed 
that “a person might change sex 
while passing under the rainbow.” 
In the Yoruba religion of West 
Africa, the rainbow was the sym¬ 
bol of Oshumare, an androgy¬ 
nous being who served as the 
bridge linking mortals to the 
gods. In Brazil, the same Oshu¬ 
mare is “perceived as a patron of 
gender variant, transgendered, 
gay, lesbian, and bisexual per¬ 
sons.” All of which information 
serves to enrich our rainbow flag 
and to connect us to a larger, an¬ 
cient world. 

I was particularly impressed 
with the trio’s decision to include 
contemporary symbols, such as 
Virginia Woolf’s Orlando, the 
fantastic character who is trans¬ 
formed from a man to a woman. 
Woolf, the writers explain, “both 
reclaimed the ancient archetype 
of the androgynous/gynandrous 
or transgendered goddess and 
gave birth to a modern mythic fig¬ 
ure blending, among other traits, 
lesbianism, bisexuality, transgen- 
derism, and feminism.” 

The encyclopedia includes a 
lengthy bibliography as well as a 
complete thematic index for those 
of us Virgo types who have to read 
every entry on a particular topic. 
The writing is clear and readable; 
I can’t think of a reference work 
that I’ve enjoyed more. 

Cassell's Encyclopedia of Queer 
Myth, Symbol, and Spirit reminds 
us that our queer lives and stories 
are a part of the larger world. We 
did not spring up, suddenly, on a 
New York street in 1969. Randy P. 
Conner, David Hatfield Sparks, 
and Mariya Sparks have given us a 
great gift: our spiritual heritage. T 

An affair to 
remember 

by Deborah Peifer 


Cloud 9 Affair by Katherine E. 
Kreuter; Rising Tide, $11.99 

% am not as a rule terribly en¬ 
thralled by novels that include 
great masses of geographic 
description, but Cloud 9 Affair is 
a happy exception. Katherine E. 
Kreuter makes India one of her 
characters, and the result is fasci¬ 


nating. 

Paige Taylor is a private inves¬ 
tigator who specializes in exotic 
locales. When the daughter of a 
powerful and wealthy man disap¬ 
pears on what seems to be anoth¬ 
er quest for spiritual enlighten¬ 
ment, or good drugs, Paige is 
hired to search the Indian sub¬ 
continent for the missing woman. 
But is she missing? Or just travel¬ 
ing? And what is her father’s real 
motivation for the search? 

Kreuter creates believably 
complex situations for her sleuth, 
and her use of scenery is com¬ 
pelling and appropriate. Interest¬ 
ing characters and a satisfying de¬ 
nouement make Cloud 9 Affair an 
enjoyable read. ▼ 

Saints 
and sinners 

by Deborah Peifer 


The Visitation by Sue Reidy; 
Simon & Schuster, $11 

don’t know if you have to have 
been raised Catholic in the 
’50s and early .’60s to get the 
humor in The Visitation. Perhaps 
not, because Sue Reidy offers 
enough explanation to make 
things clear. For this recovering 
Catholic, however, The Visitation 
was a laugh-out-loud, hysterical 
reading experience. 

Reidy’s opening situates her 
characters and her readers in the 
glory days of Catholic girlhood. 
“Other children played ‘Mothers 
and Fathers,’ ‘Cowboys and Indi¬ 
ans,’ or ‘Cops and Robbers.’ Cather¬ 
ine and Theresa Flynn played‘Mar¬ 
tyrs and Suffering Virgins.’” 


Gay Body 

^ previous page 

that pride alone is not enough,” he 
writes. “Indeed, I began to wonder, 
when does too much pride become 
hubris: a preening satisfaction with 
the self which ultimately defeats it. 
To come out to a world of gay af¬ 
fect is hardly a salvation when the 
inner world has been as devastated 
as it’s been in nearly every queer 
life. What we can’t see is exactly 
what hurts us most. Not claiming, 
the wound means abandoning it to 
shadow, and thus we are fated for 
failure time and again.” 

Thompson also writes mov¬ 
ingly of his younger brother (also 
gay and who died of AIDS), as 
well as the beginnings of the faerie 
gatherings, his first encounter 


Raised in a painfully devout 
family, with new babies popping 
out of their mother, Moira, at an 
indecent rate (no birth control in 
Catholic houses), Catherine and 
Theresa try to make sense of their 
difficulties with the rules they are 
forced to obey. Theresa hopes 
she’ll be able to achieve saint¬ 
hood, but if that doesn’t work, she 
muses: “If I can’t become a mar¬ 
tyr, I’ll become a Film star in¬ 
stead.” When the Blessed Virgin 
Mary appears to the girls, preach¬ 
ing a new gospel of equal rights 
for women and birth control as a 
positive good in an overpopulat¬ 
ed world, the stage is set for per¬ 
sonal and family crises that will 
change not just the Flynns, but the 
world. 

Reidy paints a vivid portrait of 
individuals within a family and a 
culture, and she gives her minor 
characters a depth that is rare in 
most fiction. With her major 
characters, she achieves a reality 
that is stunning to behold. 
Catherine, faced with her moth¬ 
er’s insistence that she keep her¬ 
self ever at the ready for the ap¬ 
pearance of Mr. Right, wonders 
what would happen if Mr. Right 
turned out to be Miss Right: “Miss 
Right would have a voice the 
sound of which was like having 
honey trickle into your ear, 
thought Catherine. Her skin 
would smell of almonds and 
aniseed, roses and geraniums. ... 
Miss Right would play the piano 
and sing like an angel. Catherine 
could imagine herself having fun 
with a Miss Right for ever.” 

The Visitation is a funny, 
touching, frequently outrageous, 
always wonderful novel. If you’ve 
been a Catholic, if you know a 
Catholic, or if you are just in the 
mood for a great read, don’t miss 
this extraordinary work. ▼ 


with Harvey Milk, his work at The 
Advocate, and his wanderings into 
the leather community. 

Though it frequently sounds 
like one, Gay Body is not a self- 
help book. Rather, this is Thomp¬ 
son’s account of his own “coming 
out inside.” Thompson hopes, 
however, that he can teach 
through the example of himself. 
But while it is often wise, like the 
author himself, Gay Body is so 
specific to Thompson’s life that it 
is unable to fully resonate as the 
chronicle of a gay “Everyman.” ▼ 


Jameson Currier is the author 
of Dancing on the Moon: Short 
Stories About AIDS, published 
by Penguin, and a member of 
the National Book Critics 
Circle. 
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Celebrity caucus 


by Victoria A. Brownworth 


Staring Back: The Disability Ex¬ 
perience from the Inside Out edit¬ 
ed by Kenny Fries; Plume, 

$15.95 

here are so few books that 
address the issue described 
by the subtitle of Staring 
Back that I (recently wheelchair- 
bound and partially blinded as 
the result of a neurological dis¬ 
ease) yearned for this book to be 
better than it is. The editor, Kenny 
Fries, is a columnist, poet, and 
memoirist. His personal writing 
on disability has been character¬ 
ized as uneven — sometimes 
searing, sometimes missing the 
mark. This book is much the 
same: some of the pieces are ex¬ 
traordinary, while pthers leave the 
reader shaking her head per¬ 
plexedly. For the disabled reader, 
little is new; all these pieces have 
been previously published. But 
the nondisabled reader might be 
drawn to the marquee of big 
names Fries proffers. 

Though many know Fries best 
as a queer writer, there is margin¬ 
al queer content here. Staring 
Back is more of a Who’s Who of 
famous disabled writers, includ¬ 
ing some, like Adrienne Rich, who 
(though lesbian) don’t identify as 
disabled. The eight writers whose 
names appear on the badly de¬ 
signed cover are all, like Rich, 
award-winning writers of serious 
note, including NBC reporter 
John Hockenberry and New York¬ 


er senior editor Ved Mehta. 

This elitist element is both the 
book’s greatest limitation and a 
disservice to diversity. With few 
exceptions, these are famous crip¬ 
ples here, the kind inspirational 
movies of the week are made of, 
not your garden-variety struggling 
crips, like myself. A subtle but sig¬ 
nificant statement is made by that 
fact: poor, unknown crips don’t 
sell; their voices might be sprin¬ 
kled in the elite mix, but only just. 
In a year when the queer commu¬ 
nity finally began to address class 
in a few books, in an age where 
disability and poverty go hand-in¬ 
crutch more often than not, I 
would have welcomed some 
strong essays (only Mark O’Brien’s 
comes close) or other writing that 
addressed these matters. Women 
are fairly well-represented, but 
why are there only token people of 
color, and almost no one with less 
than stratospheric incomes? 

Staring Back is not, however, 
without its merits. Among these is 
a piece by Anne Finger called 
“Helen and Frida,” about an 
imagined meeting (with highly 
eroticized overtones) between dis¬ 
ability super diva Helen Keller 
and sexual omnivore Frida Kahlo. 
It’s wonderful, witty, and sharp, 
and one of a handful of pieces 
that make this book worth hav¬ 
ing. Others are poems by the late 
AIDS activist Tim Dlugos, Lamb¬ 
da Award-winner Marilyn Hack¬ 
er, disability activist Elizabeth 
Clare, and Fries. Also good is 
Lambda winner Raymond 
Luczak’s “Ten Reasons Why 


Editor Kenny Fries 


Michael and Geoff Never Got It 
On.” There are several pieces by 
Rich, one of America’s best poets, 
but they seem yanked completely 
out of context, and, hence, are jar¬ 
ringly disappointing. 

The essays in the book are in¬ 
teresting, but these are by disabled 
heavyweights of whom we expect 
great insights: Nancy Mairs, 
Mehta, Hockenberry, Mark 
O’Brien, and Lucy Grealy (whose 
book Autobiography of a Face is 
brilliant). Only one, an excerpt 
from Barbara Rosenblum’s Lamb¬ 
da winner Cancer in Two Voices , is 
queer. The book includes a num¬ 
ber of pieces by people with can¬ 
cer or AIDS; the'issue of illness 
and disability is a hot topic, yet 
surprisingly, given his dual roles 
in the queer and disabled com¬ 
munities, Fries doesn’t address 
this in his meager introduction. 

This critic yearns for the day 
when there are enough books by 
disabled writers that one has the 
luxury of choice. Till then, buy 
this book. T 


I think, therefore I write 


by Erin Blackwell 


Wounds of Passion: A Writing Life 
by bell hooks; Henry Holt, $20 

eflection” is not so much a 
dirty word as an abandoned 
activity. The whole notion of 
consciousness as the distinguishing 
characteristic of a self capable not 
just of being and doing but of con¬ 
templating life itself is obsolete in 
our Windowized world. As a result, 
cultural critic bell hooks’ memoir 
Wounds of Passion may strike some 
readers as being at once longwind- 
ed and short on facts. 

The subject of hooks’ book is 
not really her “self,” but the efforts 
of a young black female Kentuck¬ 
ian trying to “invent a writing life 
that could nurture and sustain a 
liberated woman.” Even her pen 
name represents a reflected self, 
being “the name of my mother’s 
mother,” which serves an extra-lit¬ 
erary purpose: “Two names will 
help me to practice detachment 
— remind me always that I am 
not my writing, but something 
more. And that it is useful not to 
be too identified with the ego.” 

Poetry is a special sanctuary. 
Hooks shares this passion with 
Mack, a black poet and academic. 
Their 11-year relationship, mod¬ 
eled on the Sartre-de Beauvoir 
school of open marriage between 
creative equals, is the heart of the 
book. 

Mack is the man behind the 
writing of hooks’ Ain’t I a Woman: 
Black Women and Feminism. Her 
efforts at crediting him for its gen¬ 
esis have not always been judged 
politically correct: “It was after lis¬ 
tening to me complain endlessly 
about the absence of material 
about black women in my course 


that my partner urged me to write 
my own book — to tell my story. 
In those days, women-only audi¬ 
ences critiqued me for giving so 
much credit to a man. I believed 
it was important to give concrete 
examples of men supporting the 
feminist movement (especially a 
black man, as they were the group 
often seen as mostly sexist).” 

Mack is also the “he” to hooks’ 
“her” in the following scene: “And 
suddenly he makes a fist, throws 
back his hand with such force it 
smashes her glasses, even though 
he hits her repeatedly in the 
mouth. Blood spatters every¬ 
where. He smiles and says, I see 
you’ve shut up now.” 

Somewhere between those two 
extremes is the daily life of the re¬ 
lationship, a space they create to¬ 
gether in which to love and work. 
“She hopes to spend a lifetime 
writing words that will take her to 
a space where there is no pain,” 
hooks writes about herself. Writ¬ 
ing is one solution to suffering; 
love is another. Getting the deli¬ 
cate balance between the two is a 
problem for women of any race or 
class, and the struggle to achieve 
it forms the ideological premise of 
Wounds of Passion. 

On equal footing with the polit¬ 
ical and poetical aspects of this 
book are the spiritual ones. With¬ 
out explaining herself, hooks 
throws out hints about her Christ- 
ian-to-Zen pilgrim’s progress. The 
most extreme of these hints appears 
on the last page and elucidates the 
book’s title: “When I was a child I 
heard again and again how our sav¬ 
ior went into the desert to find his 
life again. Into the desert he fled 
with his heartache and his unre¬ 
quited love. When he reappeared 
from his longest journey, to the 
desert only he had seen, the waste¬ 


land of the cross and death hanging 
there, he was recognized, known 
only by the wounds of passion im¬ 
printed on his hands.” 

How successful hooks is in 
making the connections between 
her suffering — as a child, a 
woman, a black — and her expe¬ 
riences as a writer, depends a lot 
on the reader. Organized into 30- 
plus chapters that can be read as 
stand-alone autobiographical es¬ 
says, this exercise in reflection in¬ 
vites participation. More than an 
accumulation of an individual’s 
biographical minutiae or shared 
political problematics, Wounds of 
Passion constitutes a space in 
which to contemplate a life. ▼ 


OPEN 9:00 am to 2:00 am DAILY (FRIDAY AND SATURDAY ALL NIGHT.) 


145 Eddy St. (between Mason and Taylor Sts.) 
one block from MUNI and BART 
HALLIDI Plaza Station. INFO TEL: 885-9887 


1V0IVPLA9I7V6/ 


MON:THUR:12:30-2:30-6:00-8:30PM 
FRI: 12:30-2:30-6:00-7:30-9:00-11:00PM 
SATURDAYS :00-4:00-7:30-9:00-11:00PM 
SUNDAYS :00-4:00-6:00-8:30PM 

PERFORMER! 

EARN CASH WA6ES AND TIPS FOR AN 
AVERAGE OF 20 MIN. SHOWS. 

IF YOU HAVE IT AND CAN DO IT 
ASK FOR AN AUDITION. 


$5.00 EARLYBIRD 

SPECIAL Admission 
Monday thru Friday 
9:00AM to 10:00AM ONLY 


•FREE LOCKERS 

($10.00 REFUNDABLE KEY DEPOSIT 


• RETURN PASSES $2.00 EACH 
(ONE PASS PER ENTRY) 


•4 MOVIES SHOWING ON THE MAIN SCREEN 
•4 MOVIES SHOWING IN THE BACK LOUNGE 
•2 MOVIES CHANGE EVERY MONDAY 
•2 MOVIES CHANGE EVERY FRIDAY 
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John Ashbery in the early 70s. 


Poet 

unbound 

I t’s hard to believe that John Ash¬ 
bery is 70: his poetry has always 
been youthful, energetic, anxious 
to depart. The Ecco Press has recently 
published a new edition of his first five 
books of poetry under the title The 
Mooring of Starting Out; perhaps in 
celebration of the new book, Ashbery 
is making a rare Bay Area appearance, 
a reading co-sponsored by Small Press 
Traffic and the San Francisco Art In¬ 
stitute on Monday night, Jan. 26,7:30 
p.m. at the SFAI Auditorium (see info 
below). 

Ashbery has never rested on his 
laurels, though they are many and in¬ 
clude the Pulitzer Prize and the Na¬ 
tional Book Award. Each new collec¬ 
tion of poetry heralds a fresh approach 
to poetics with surprising construc¬ 
tion, leaps of associative logic, a variety 
of forms. Like Frank O’Hara, he em¬ 
bodies the connection between poetry 
and the visual arts, and his art criti¬ 
cism, collected and edited by David 
Bergman in Reported Sightings (Har¬ 
vard), casts reflections back on his po¬ 
etry. In a consideration of de Kooning, 
for example, Ashbery wrote: “In art, in 
a sense, all change has to be for the 
better, since it shows that the artist 
hasn’t yet given in to the ever-present 
temptation to stand still, and that his 
constantly menaced vitality is emitting 
signals.” Or, from a review of etchings 
by John Cage: "The show is like a mar¬ 
velous overdose of spring tonic. After 
you come out of it, everything and 
everybody you see looks like a new 
percussion instrument.” 

It will be a pleasure to welcome this 
great gay poet back to San Francisco. 
As he wrote by way of introducing SF 
artist Jess to MOMA audiences in 
NYC, “New York and California are 
part of the same continent, but so are 
Poland and Portugal.” T 


John Ashbery reads on Monday, 
January 26 at 7:30 p.m. at SFAI 
Auditorium, 800 Chestnut. $6. 



Grupo Heavy (left to 
right: Joel, Api, 
Peter and Payi) 
appear at Futura on 
Saturday night. 

See listing. 



Bridges 

The Snow White Co. in two 
one-act plays by Lionel 
Kranitz: Reach Out and Touch 
Someone, and You, the Night 
and the Music. Thurs.-Sun. at 
8pm thru 2/8. $12. 

Yugen/Noh Space Theatre, 
2840 Mariposa. 621-7797. 

Dirty Little 
Showtunes! 

Tom Orr's comedy musical 
revue: Broadway standards 
turned naughty. Thurs.-Sat. 
at 8pm extended thru 3/1. 
$16-22. New Conservatory 
Theater, 25 Van Ness. 
861-8972. 

En Drag 

Female impersonators revue, 
hosted by Sexilya Luvseat. 
$10. 9,10&ll:30pm. Kimo's, 
1351 Polk. 885-4535. 

Freak Show 

Sideshow performances, exotic 
dancers, circus surprises. Resi¬ 
dent DJ Cougar. $5. Stud, 9th 
& Harrison. 565-0925. 


Roy DeCarava 

Retrospective exhibit of works 
by Harlem and jazz photogra¬ 
pher, thru 4/14. $8. SFM0- 
MA, 1513_rd St. 357-4000. 

Say You Love Satan! 

The Devil on Film, curated by 
Joel Shepard, Fridays thru 
1/30. Tonight: Where Evil 
Dwells, an evening with film¬ 
maker Tommy Turner. $6. 
8pm. Yerba Buena Center for 
the Arts Screening Rm., 701 
Mission. 978-ARTS. 

The Small P 

ZooOperaDance performance 
troupe in allegorical dream- 
scapes, work-in-progress. $5- 
10. 8:30pm. Jon Sims Center 
for Perf. Arts, 1519 Mission. 
554-0402. 

Sonic Luminescence 

Dance/theatre piece inspired 
by 12th-century abbess Hilde- 
garde. 1/23-25, 29-2/1 at 
8pm. $12. Dancers' Group 
Studio Theater, 3221 22nd 
St. 824-5044. 

Women in Printing 

And Publishing in California: 
1850-1940, exhibit of pio¬ 
neering women. Tues.-Sat. 


thru 4/18. $3. Calif. Histori¬ 
cal Society Mus'm, 678 Mis¬ 
sion. 357-1848, xl4. 



The Artists Ball 

Dance at the Forum, perfor¬ 
mance art, choreography. 
Cocktails & dinner, 7pm, 
$200. Dancing and dessert, 
9pm, $50. Yerba Buena Cen¬ 
ter for the Arts, 701 Mission. 
978-ARTS. 

Club Red 

Dance party for women. $5. 
9pm. El Rio, 3158 Mission. 
282-3325. 

Colossus 

Supersonic high-flying cata¬ 
clysmic dance club. $20 ad¬ 
vance, $25 door. 9pm-4am. 
Warfield, 982 Market. 

Ex-Lovers 

Scott O'Hara's surreal musi¬ 
cal romance, with music by 
Tom Phillips. Wed.-Sat. at 
8pm, Sun. at 7pm thru 2/14. 
$12-22. Theatre Rhinoceros, 
2926 16th St. 861-5079. 


Happy Anniversary 

Lou Reda's play: struggles of 
a gay relationship. Thurs.- 
Sat. at 8:30pm, Sun. at 
7:30pm thru 1/25. Call for 
ticket price. Studio at Theatre 
Rhino, 2926 16th St. 
861-5079. 

Late Night Live 

Comedy talk show; hosts 
David Mills, Brigette 
Schwartz. Tonight: Tran- 
nyshack hostess Heklina, 
playwright Doug Holsclaw, 
Angela Alioto. $8.10pm. 
Josie's Cabaret, 3583 16th 
St. 861-7933. 

The Maids 

Jean Genet's play, directed by 
Joshua Marchesi, part of the 
Absurdist season. Fri., Sat. & 
2/9 at 8pm thru 2/14. $12. 
Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy. 
673-3847. 

Masami Teraoka 

Paintings that combine pop 
art and Japanese woodblock 
prints, addressing AIDS, sex¬ 
uality, cultural identity. 
Wed.-Sun. thru 1/25. $7. 
Asian Art Museum, Golden 
Gate Park. 379-8801. 

Menopausal 

Gentleman 

Peggy Shaw as a woman who 
passes for male, going thru 
menopause. Wed.-Sat. at 8pm 
thru 1/24. $12-14. Josie's 
Cabaret, 3583 16th St. 
861-7933. 



"The soul of the world" in Sonic Luminescence at 
Dancers' Group Studio Theater. See Friday. 


Grupo Heavy 

Puerto Rico's #1 group, live 
on stage at Latino dance club. 
$10.10pm. Futura, 174 
King. 665-6715. 

Rhapsodies in Black: 

Art of the Harlem Renais¬ 
sance multimedia exhibition, 
thru 3/8. $7 + $2.50 sur¬ 
charge. Palace of the Legion 
of Honor, Lincoln Park, 34th 
Ave. & Clement. 863-3330. 

San Francisco Magic 

Magicians from the SF Con¬ 
jurers Club perform. Satur¬ 
days at 8pm thru 2/28. $13 
+ $2 min'm. City Cabaret, 
450 Geary. 215-1001. 

Saturday Night 
Gay Comedy 

Gay comics Danny Williams, 
John Doyle, Suzy Berger. 

$10.10pm. Josie's Cabaret, 
3583 16th St. 861-7933. 

Sweet Honey 
in the Rock 

African American a capella 
singers. $25. 8pm. Zellerbach 
Auditorium, UC Berkeley. 
(510) 642-9988. 



Akuma No Te 


(Touched by the Hand of the 
Devil) Films on the dark side 
of humanity, in conjunction 
with Masami Teraoka show. 
Sundays at 2pm thru Jan. $7 
museum admission. Asian Art 
Museum, Golden Gate Park. 
379-8801. 

Beer/Soda Bust 

Benefits Men of All Colors 
Together. $8.3:30-6pm. SF 
Eagle, 12th & Harrison. 
675-0201. 

Carren Strock 

Reads from Married Women 
Who Love Women, free. 
3:30pm. A Different Light, 
489 Castro. 431-0891. 

Menopausal 

Gentleman 

Benefit performance: Peggy 
Shaw as a woman who passes 
for male, going thru 
menopause. $12 to aid Queer 
Cultural Center Project. 6pm. 
Josie's Cabaret, 3583 16th 
St. 861-7933. 

Peter Max 

Pop and expressionistic art, 
thru 2/10. Dyansen Gallery, 
799 Beach. 928-0596. 
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Gay Comedy Open Mic 

MC Danny Williams, up-and- 
coming comic talent, per¬ 
formers sign up by phone. $5. 
8pm. Josie's Cabaret, 3583 
16th St. 861-7933. 

Ideas in Animation 

Nik Phelps and the Sprocket 
Ensemble: live music to new 
animation. $10. 7:30 & 
9:30pm. Minna Street 
Gallery, 111 Minna. 
681-3189. 

John Ashbery 

Pulitzer Prize-winning poet 
reads. $6. San Francisco Art 
Institute Auditorium, 800 
Chestnut. 437-3454. 

Real Women, 

Not Models 

Photographs by Perry Nennig, 
thru Jan. Mad Magda's Russ¬ 
ian Tea Room, 579 Hayes. 
864-7654. 

Wired Magazine: 

"Selections from the Perma¬ 
nent Collection," printed and 
electronic versions of maga¬ 
zine layouts, thru 3/10. $7. 
SFMOMA, 1513rd St. 
357-4000. 

Yogic Approach to HIV 

Monday night course led by 
Jason Heyman begins tonight, 


6pm. $42. Integral Yoga Insti¬ 
tute, 770 Dolores. 824-9600. 


Art, Sex & Spirit 

Q-Spirit queer spirituality 
group presents authors of 
Cassell's Encyclopedia of 
Queer Myth, Symbol, and 
Spirit. $10. 7:30pm. Kairos, 
2128 15th St. 281-9377. 

Border 

(Meta)morphosis: 

1848 one-hundred fifty years 
later, group exhibition by 
artists originally from the 
Southwest, thru 2/7. Terrain, 
165 Jessie. 543-0656. 

Endangered Species: 

"Artists Examine Environ- j 
mental Issues" exhibit in¬ 
cludes William T. Wiley, Tom, 
Marioni, more. Tues.-Sat. j 
thru 1/31. Jernigan Wicker I 
Fine Arts, 161 Natoma. j 
512-0335. 

Fire 

Deepa Mehta's 1996 film: ! 
women escaping oppressed > 
marriages in modern India, j 
7:15 & 9:30pm. Red Vic 
Movie House, 1727 Haight. | 
668-8999. 

Foggy City Dancers 

Gay & lesbian square danc¬ 
ing, free introductory class, j 
7:30pm. Live Oak School, 

117 Diamond. 905-4546. 

Gross Indecency: 

"The Three Trials of Oscar j 
Wilde," Moises Kaufman's ; 
play. Tues.-Sun. extended j 
thru 4/12, call for times. , 
Tonight at 8pm. $25-39. The-< 
atre on the Square, 450 Post. 
433-9500. 

The Hospital: 

Five Confessions 

New installation by Russian j 
artist Ilya Kabakov, thru 
1/31. Capp Street Project, 
525 2nd St. 495-7101. 

Hunter Reynolds 

Display of Memorial Dress for 
drag persona Patina au Prey. 
Also: Rodney O'Neal Austin's 
Now Entering Beavercreek, 
Ohio; nine artists in To Be 
Real. $5. Center for the Arts, 
701 Mission. 978-ARTS. 

It’s All True! 

Film and video series chal¬ 
lenging idea of reality. Tues.- 
Sun. thru 3/1. Museum ad¬ 
mission $5. Center for the 
Arts Screening Room, 

701 Mission. 978-ARTS. 

James D. Phelan 
Art Award 

In Photography, exhibition by : 
winners David Berg, Kim 
Brown, Erin O'Neill. Tues.- 
Sat. thru 2/28. San Francisco 
Camerawork, 115 Natoma. 
764-1001. 

L’Chaim! 

"A Kiddush Cup Invitation¬ 
al," ritual drinking cups in 
many media, thru 2/8. $5. 
Jewish Museum/SF, 121 
Steuart. 543-8880. 

Philharmonia Baroque 

Orchestra Ensembles perform 
lunchtime concerts, free. 

Tues. at noon thru 1/27. Gi- 
annini Auditorium, Bank of 
America, 555 California. 
495-7445. 

Picasso & Villers: 

"The Diurnes Portfolio," ex¬ 
hibit of collaboration: pho¬ 
tographs & paper cut-outs. 
Thru 3/8. $5. Ansel Adams 
Ctr., 250 4th St. 495-7000. 

Robert Taylor 

Reads from his novel The In¬ 
nocent, free. 7:30pm. A Dif¬ 
ferent Light, 489 Castro. 
431-0891. 

Sol Lewitt 

Wall drawings and pho¬ 
tographs by pioneering Con¬ 
ceptualise thru 2/28. 

Fraenkel Gallery, 49 Geary. 
981-2661. 
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ItaloAmericano, Bldg. C, Fort 
Mason. 673-2200. 

How I Learned 
To Drive 

Berkeley Rep Theatre pre¬ 
sents Paula Vogel's off- 
Broadway hit. Thru 2/27, call 
for times. Tonight at 8pm. 
$34.50-45. Berkeley Reper¬ 
tory Theatre, 2025 Addison. 
(510) 845-4700. 

Ikat: 

"Splendid Silks from Central 
Asia," exhibit thru 3/1. $7. 
de Young Museum, Golden 
Gate Park. 863-3330. 

Insurrection: 

Holding History 

A.C.T. presents Robert 
O'Hara's riff on history, slav¬ 
ery, and sexual identity. 
Tues.-Sat. at 8pm; Wed., Sat. 
& Sun. at 2pm thru 2/8. $14- 
51. Geary Theater, 415 
Geary. 749-2228. 

New Tendencies 
in Spanish Art 

Contemporary Spanish 
artists, thru 2/7. Southern 
Exposure, 401 Alabama. 
863-2141. 

Pacific Rim Sculptors 

Group show includes Tim Jag, 


Mary King^Ann Weber, thru 
1/30. SFMOMA Rental Gallery, 
Bldg. A, Fort Mason. 441-4777. 

Suede 

Jazz, pop and blues stylings. 
Wed.-Sat. at 8pm thru 1/31. 
$12. Josie's Cabaret, 3583 
16th St. 861-7933. 

Town Hall 

Meeting on anal neoplasia in 
gay men, free. 7:30pm. MCC, 
150 Eureka. 476-2909. 

When Borders 
Migrate: 

Reflections on the One Hun¬ 
dred and Fiftieth Anniversary 
of the Treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo, group exhibition cu¬ 
rated by Rebecca Solnit. 
Wed.-Sat. thru 3/7. SF Art 
Commission Gallery, 401 Van 
Ness. 554-6080. 

William Watson 

Plays new age piano music to 
promote debut release, Fields, 
free. 7:30pm. A Different 
Light, 489 Castro. 431-0891. 

Wittgenstein: On Mars 

George Coates' theater work 
opens tonight. Fri. & Sat. at 
8pm thru 2/28. $24-36. Per¬ 
formance Works, 110 McAl¬ 
lister. 392-4400. 


Alchemy 

A new multimedia work by 
brothers Lyle Ashton Harris 
and Thomas Allen Harris, 
thru 3/14. New Langton Arts, 
1246 Folsom. 626-5416. 

Beach Blanket 
Babylon 

Musical revue extravaganza. 
Call for times, ticket prices. 
Club Fugazi, 678 Beach 
Blanket Babylon (formerly 
Green St.). 421-4222. 

Essence of Style: 

Chinese Furniture of the Late 
Ming and Early Qing Dynas¬ 
ties exhibit opens, thru 9/6. 
$7. Asian Art Museum, Gold¬ 
en Gate Park. 379-8801. 

Five Points of View 

Contemporary basket artists, 
thru 3/15. SF Craft & Folk 
Art Museum, Bldg. A, Fort 
Mason. 775-0991. 

Gino Severini: 

"Works on Paper from 1922 
to 1965" and "A Futurist 
Footnote" exhibitions. Wed.- 
Sun. thru 3/22. $2. Museo 


Pop/jazz vocalist and 
instrumentalist Suede 
plays Josie's Cabaret. 
See Wednesday. 


Cougar Cash and 
Trashina at 
Freak Show at the 
Stud. See Friday. 


Bio-Experiments: 

"Unnatural Specimens" by 
Alan Rath, "Natural Speci¬ 
mens" by Rob Craigie, thru 
2/7. Haines Gallery, 

49 Geary. 397-8114. 

Black Hose Mountain 

Works by Gay Outlaw, thru 
2/28. Refusalon, 20 
Hawthorne. 546-0158. 

Cherrie Moraga 

Reads from Waiting in the 
Wings: Portrait of a Queer 
Motherhood, free. 7:30pm. 
Black Oak Books, 1491 
Shattuck, Berkeley. 

(510) 486-0698. 

Come In 
From the Rain 

David Mauriello's erotic 
drama: a bank clerk and a 
buff call boy. Wed.-Sat. at 
8pm thru 3/7, call for Sun. 
matinees. $16-20. New Con¬ 
servatory Theatre, 25 Van 
Ness. 861-8972. 

Death of a Salesman 

Arthur Miller's Pulitzer 
Prize-winning play. Thurs.- 
Sat. at 8pm., Sun. at 7pm 
thru 2/8. $18. Actors Theatre 
of SF, 533 Sutter. 296-9179. 

Full Frontal Rudity 

Queer Latino comedy trio 
Latin Hustle performs. 
Thurs.-Sat. at 8:30pm thru 
2/7. Studio at Theatre Rhino, 
2926 16th St. 861-5079. 

Gavin Geoffrey Dillard 

Reads from In the Flesh, free. 
7:30pm. A Different Light, 
489 Castro. 431-0891. 

Jock Sturges 

New photographs, the inno¬ 
cence of children. Tues.-Sat. 
thru 2/21. (Lecture: 2/11, 
7:30pm, SF Camerawork.) 
Robert Koch Gallery, 

49 Geary. 421-0122. 

John Altoon 

A critical survey retrospec¬ 
tive, thru 1/31. 
Braunstein/Quay Gallery, 

250 Sutter. 392-5532. 

The Joke 

Comic Maureen Brownsey in 
solo multimedia work. Thurs.- 
Sat. at 8pm thru 1/31. $10. 
Venue 9, 252 9th St. 
626-2169. 

Scott Williams 

SF artist's large mural of the 
city in 2000, done by stencil 
technique. Thru 3/1. $5. Cen¬ 
ter for the Arts, 701 Mission. 
978-ARTS. 

Shear Madness 

Comedy whodunit set in uni¬ 
sex salon. Tues.-Sun. Call for 
times, prices. Mason Street 
Theatre, 340 Mason. 
982-5463. 

Under 24 
Performance Fest 

2nd annual selection of short 
solo works by theatre artists 
under 24. Thurs.-Sat. at 8pm 
thru 2/7. $10. Bindlestiff 
Studio, 185 6th St. 
974-1167. 


WANNA 

SUBMIT? 


Send your calendar 
event listings to: 

Roberto Friedman 
Out & About 

Bay Area Reporter 
395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 
94103 

Deadline is the 
Friday before 
issue date. 


This Week’s Dinner Specials 



N.Y. Pepper Steak with cracked black 
pepper & brandy-cream.10.95 

Grilled Hawaiian Mahi Mahi with 
pineapple sweet & sour sauce .8.95 

Chicken Stroganoff with mushrooms, 
marsala wine & sour cream served over 
fettucini pasta .8.95 

Chicken Fried Steak or All-American 
Meatloaf with mashed potatoes .... 7.95 

PRIME RIB au jus with baked potato 
and creamy horseradish.11.95 

Patio Cafe 

531 Castro Street, between 18th/19th 
• Breakfast/Lunch served from 9:00 AM 
Dinner from 5:00 PM nightly 


JOSIE’S CABARET AND JUICE JOINT 



TO AID THE QUEER CULTURAL CENTER PROJECT 


MUSIC! 


LA ST WEE K! 1 JAN 21-24, WEDS-SAT, $12-14, 8PM 

PEGGY BENEFrrPERF0RMANCESUNDAYJAN25 > 6PM 

SHAW 


MENOPAUSAL GENTLEMAN 


ZOE LEWIS AND HER RUBBER BAND 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 10PM - $7 


LATE NIGHT 

SAN FRANCISCO’S LATE NIGHT 
COMEDY TALK SHOW ALTERNATIVE T 

EVERY FRIDAY • 10PM, $8 


M, 


with DAVID MILLS 
and BRIDGET SCHWARTZ 

JANUARY 23 GUESTS: 

THE HEART OF S.F. ANGELA ALIOTO 
TRANNYSHACK HOSTESS HEKLINA 

COMIC/PLAYWRIGHT DOUG HOLSCLAW 


SATURDAY NIGHT GAY COMEDY - 10PM, $10 

JANUARY 24: DANNY WILLIAMS, SUZY BERGER. JOHN DOYLE 


\THE SMOOTH, SILKY VOCAL JAZZ fil IPM? 

T: wwCUC 


STYLINGS OF CABARET ARTIST: 


3583 141STREE1 AT MARKEl, RESERVATIONS-(415) 86I-J933 



Irttin hustle presents 



An Evening of Comedy 
on the Queer Latino Tip 


Starring 

Jaime Cortez, Lito Sandoval and Al Lujan 
Studio at Theatre Rhinoceros 
2926 16th Street @ Mission 

January 29-31 and February 5-7 
8:30 p.m. 

Admission $10 

For tickets call 415-861-5079 

Supported by a cute grant from the 
San Francisco Arts Commission Cultural Equity Grant 


J&nuihtry 

8 tkru 25 

Written And 
Directed 
Ly Lou Redo, 


v * 4 




HAppy A n n i v « r s A ry 


TLurS, Fri, & S*t @ 8:30, Sunday @ 7:30. Tickets $15 
At tke Studio At TkeAtre Rkinoceros: 2924 14tk St, S*n FrAncisco 
For InfornsAtion \nd Reservations caII: 415-841-5079 
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4077A 18th St. -2nd level- 
Open Daily 861-5787 
Lubricaiits~Condom$~Erotk*a 

-Home of The Dildo Mines- 



PENIS WORSHIP IN CIRCLE J PEWS 


Our big screen reviews all of the new gay action videos -- 
Falcon, Catalina, Jocks, All Worlds, HIS and others. But on 
+ the two side screens, you simultaneously see two 3-hour 

programs devoted to fetishes, penis display, jack off and 
f \ self-suck tapes shown in no other gay cinema anywhere, 

f | 1 including Hal Call’s private collection of big dicks filmed at 

y V J Adonis Video during the past 25 years! 

Adm. $8 Programs change 
Sun and Thu 

__ Open lOam-Midnight 


CircleJ Cinema 369 Ellis SF 415-474-6995 Metro; Rowell 



San ^Jranci.sco J finest ... 


mis* 


• Thousands 
of Videos 

• Pride Items 

• S.F. Pumps 

• No Deposit 

• Rentals 

• P.E.S. 
Electrical 


here l 

• Lubes 

• Leather 

• Magazines 

• San 
Francisco's 
Hottest 
Arcades 

Buddy Booths, 


Frenchy's • 1020 Geary Street • (415) 776-5940 
Folsom Gulch *947 Folsom Street • (415) 495-6402 
The Locker Room • 1038 Polk Street • (415) 775-9076 
City Entertainment • 960 Folsom Street • (415) 543-2124 
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Tony the top 
wins MAL title 


standing ovation followed. Mills, 
a former San Francisco resident, 
was sponsored by Fort Laud¬ 
erdale’s Ramrod Bar and the 
Noose of New York City. 

In his second try for the title, 
Washington’s Carl Baldwin was 
the first runner-up. The second 
runner-up was Frank Waugh of 
Pittsburgh, Penn. The other con¬ 
testants were: “Air Bear” of Har¬ 
risburg, Penn.; Shadow Singer of 
NYC; Derye Drew of Denver; Rob 
Keyes of Washington, D.C.; Lee 
Tomasetti of Scranton, Penn.; 
Mufasa from Chicago; Keith 
Puollanen of McLean, Va.; Will 
Colon of Washington; Thom 
Lockwood of Ottawa, Canada; 
Steve Stack of Alexandria, Va. 
(formerly of SF); Bob Forbes of 
Syracuse, N.Y.; and Mark Proctor 
of Richmond, Va. A visually stun¬ 
ning group, indeed! 

The leather cocktails party on 
Saturday night took place in yet 
another leather fantasy land. A 
six-foot ice sculpture of a real cen¬ 
taur (and anatomically correct, I 
might add) with outstretched 
arms holding a giant mirrored 
ball was the centerpiece of a lav¬ 
ish buffet. After the goodies van¬ 
ished, over 100 enthusiastic clubs 
displayed their colors, which 
made for a lively pastiche of 
leather and heraldry. The new of¬ 
ficers I listed in last week’s column 
were sworn in with the ritual 
lighting of candles, and various 
next page ► 


Mid-Atlantic Leather winners (left to right): Carl Baldwin, first runner- 
up; Tony Mills, winner; and Frank Waugh, second runner-up. 


Audience favorite Tony Mills in 
the jock portion of the MAL 
contest. 


by Mister Marcus 


he Centaur Motorcycle 
, Club’s production of the 
14th Mid-Atlantic Leather 
Weekend in Washington, D.C., 
last weekend (Jan. 16-19) proved 
to the world that a dedicated club 
with associate members, groupies 
and volunteers can pull together 
to produce a sterling event that 
ranks right up there with IML, 

IM Drummer and other high- 
profile competitions. 

Close to 1,500 leather 
people converged on the ^ ' 
nation’s capital to net¬ 
work, booze, cruise and 
otherwise take advan¬ 
tage of leather family to¬ 
getherness in the first 
major leather compe¬ 
tition of the year. Del¬ 
egates from around 
the world had a great time in the 
mild winter weather that encour¬ 
aged leather wear. 

In his farewell speech, outgo¬ 
ing MAL Mike Siemer extended 
his thanks to everyone who en¬ 
hanced his year with the title. He 
said he would continue his efforts 
to unite the tribe and all who may 
be interested in joining “our fam¬ 
ily.” 

Fifteen high-quality contes¬ 


tants, who ranged in age from 26 
to 50, N were in pursuit of the title. 
Judges IMsL Genelle Moore, IML 
Kevin Cwayna, IM Drummer ’96 
Kyle Brandon, chief IML judge 
Thom Dombkowski, former 
Drummer publisher Tony De- 
Blase, and Mike Seimer (head 
judge) had their hands full. The 
obligatory interviews, physique 
show, and speeches went smooth¬ 
ly,'and main emcee Frank Nowic- 
ki kept the whole shebang mov¬ 
ing along at a nice clip. 

The opening number was 
worthy of a standing ova¬ 
tion; a glass gas chamber 
fantasy brought Mike 
Siemer onstage - the 
crowd went wild! Every¬ 
thing progressed in a 
timely fashion until 
the moment of truth 
arrived. 

The judges will at¬ 
test that this was no easy job. 
Three points separated the winner 
and the first runner-up; two 
points separated the first 
runner-up and the second run¬ 
ner-up. In the end, 36-year-old 
Tony Mills, a strapping 6’2”, 215 
lb. Miami, Fla. man who recently 
exchanged a medical field career 
for construction consulting, gar¬ 
nered the sash, the medal and the 
title. A screaming, stomping, 



EVENTURES IN LEATHER 


Thursday, Jan. 22 

Choosing Mr. January 1999 on the Bare Chest 
Calendar at the Powerhouse, 2200. Win $100, 
fame, fortune, maybe a new husband! Show those 
golden areolas now! 

Friday, Jan. 23 

Fetish dance and beer bust at the Turf Club in Hay¬ 
ward, 2200. Only $5 if you're in fetish wear; other¬ 
wise, it's $7 for this extravaganza produced by Den 
Calkins. 

Saturday, Jan. 24 

Lou Duff's rope class, 1000-1800, with Master 
Kee at Kairos, 2128 15th Street. Subject: "Disci¬ 
pline and Punishment." Something we all could 
stand a little tutoring in! Call 550-0122 for cost 
and location. 

It's the "Meet Your Match" cyberspace match¬ 
up at the Eagle, 2000-2300, with a $6 beer bust. 
Prizes awarded for closest match-ups. Did you click 
on that web site? It could be kismet! 

Sunday, Jan. 25 

It's Super Bowl Sunday with the Packers vs. the 
Broncos. Watch on five screens at the Eagle, while 
you down the incredible edibles and swill suds, 
1500-1800. The $8 cover benefits Men of All Col¬ 
ors Together. 


A beer bust (1500-1800) at the Powerhouse 
benefits the Tenderloin AIDS Resource Center 
(TARC). The event features $1 raffles and special 
drink prices. 

Wednesday, Jan. 28 

The indefatigable's Lou Duff's rope class, 1830- 
2200. Subject: "Rope: Head Harnesses and Senso¬ 
ry Deprivation." Call 550-0122 for cost and loca¬ 
tion. 

Leather Buddies' first soiree of the year. Doors 
open 2100-2300. Leather boots mandatory. We're 
not talking go-go boots here, folks! No cologne. 

You will be sniffed by a certified bloodhound in all 
the appropriate places! Call 863-HEAD for infor¬ 
mation. 

Mr. Northern California Drummer John Brown 
and Drummer Boy Joe Coloff present a $7 beer 
bust for C.A.N. at Daddy's Bar, 2100-2400, with 
raffles, surprises, hilarity! 

Thursday, Jan. 29 

Mr. February 1999 on the BCC gets chosen tonight 
at 2200 at the pulchritudinous Powerhouse. Win 
$100, adulation and the love of the masses! With a 
new set of judges! 

Saturday, Jan. 31 

Defenders MC beer bust at the Eagle, $8. All the 
beer you can guzzle! Food, cruising (gasp!), fun! 
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Look back in languor 


by Sweet Lips 


I ell, I just got a sneak peek 
at Alan Rudolphs new 
® film, Afterglow, starring 
my dear friend from my Carnaby 
Street days, Miss Julie Christie. 
Yes, it’s true, gentle readers, Julie, 
Jean Shrimpton, Jane Asher (I saw 
Paul first!), Twiggy, Christine 
Keeler, Cilia Black, Dusty Spring- 
field, Anita Pallenberg, Pet Clark, 
Lulu, etc. and I were all running 
around mod London in the 
Swinging Sixties together. We 
were called “birds” then. We wore 
short skirts and thigh-high go-go 
boots, white lipstick and frosted 
hair. I, as you may know, was orig¬ 
inally chosen for the lead in Dar¬ 
ling, but gave up my burgeoning 
film career to ply libations on the 
Polkstrasse instead. Anyway, Ms. 
Christie, who’s pushing 60, looks 
terrific in the film and out-divas 
everyone without having to chew 
any scenery. You go, Julie! Let’s 
have a pint of Guinness and rem¬ 
inisce next time you’re in town! 

While I’m on a nostalgia kick, 
it would be apropos to mention 
the February 22nd graveside 
memorial celebration honoring 
the late Emperor Joshua Norton. 
The Widow Norton (a.k.a. Jose 
Sarria) has declared the annual 
tribute open to the public. She has 
also arranged for public trans¬ 
portation to the Woodlawn 
Cemetery in Colma. Each year, 
Her Majesty leads a retinue of 
mourners to her husband’s grave. 
The Woodlawn Cemetery will 
provide a continental breakfast at 
9 a.m., followed by the procession 
at 9:30 a.m. For more informa¬ 
tion, please call (415) 673-6160. 

Please mark Feb. 19-22 in red 
on your calendars tout de suite as 
that’s when their Imperial 
Majesties, Emperor Jacques 


Michaels and Empress Veronda 
Lanai, will be presenting Corona¬ 
tion 1998. The crowning itself will 
be at the sparkling Gift Center 
Pavilion on Saturday, Feb. 21; the 
festivities start promptly at 6 p.m. 
More details on this stellar soiree 
to follow! 

All you pigskin aficionados 
should scrimmage on down to the 
Polk Rendezvous (1303 
Polk) for our annual 
Super Bowl ^ 

Blowout on Sun- 
day, Jan. 25, 2-7 f 
p.m. Besides a lav¬ 
ish buffet, there’ll be $1 
raffle tickets for 
the fantabulous 
Reno train trip 
(March 20-22). 

Also at the PR: Don’t miss the 
“Suzie for Empress” party on Sat¬ 
urday, Jan. 31. Yes, there’ll be 
scrumptious canapes and Jager- 
meister shots for $2.50. Plus a spe¬ 
cial surprise show! 

The famed Twin Peaks Tavern 
(a.k.a. The Glass Coffin - how 
rude!) at Castro and Market has 
the friendliest bartenders in town. 
For a special treat, nab the “sitting 
room” upstairs and sip a Pernod or 
two while the world passes you by. 
This special bird’s-eye view of the 
Castro is just the thing for these 
rainy days we’ve been having. 

In the culinary hierarchy, I’m 
definitely more a gourmand than 
a gourmet (despite my passion for 
blackened anything and Paul 
Prudhomme), but I must pass on 
the following info to all you 
brunch devotees - and you know 
who you are! Last Sunday, Bart 
Dreyer, Jim Doan and I went to 
the Avenidas Restaurant (199 
Gough), and we all agreed that the 
omelets we wolfed down were the 
best we’d had in years! So fresh! 
So fluffy! So divine! Do try them 
(Sunday brunch - 8:30 a.m.-3 



p.m.), and have a mimosa on me! 

Well, although it’s hard to be¬ 
lieve, Valentine’s Day (Saturday, 
Feb. 14) is just around the corner. 
It coincides, not so coincidentally, 
with National Condom Week (Feb. 
14-21). If you’re tired of the old 
“candy, flowers and a card” rou¬ 
tine, then consider Good Vibra¬ 
tions’ Men in Black 
Kit ($25): a black Tiny 
v plug, Men’s Cream for 
masturbation, a black 
leather cock ring, Gold 
Coin condoms, and lube 
samples. The rest is, of 
course, up to you! 

In prepara¬ 
tion for the Red 
Hearts holiday, 
you might want 
to consider taking GV’s “The Art of 
Male Submission” workshop on 
Tuesday, Feb. 3, 8-10 p.m., $20, 
men only, 1210 Valencia at 23rd, 
(415) 974-8980. “Discover new 
ways to express your submissive 
side at this clothes-on [rats!] work¬ 
shop that explores just how deep 
submission within power play can 
take you”! Body Electric’s Harry 
Faddis explores “men’s true beliefs 
about S/M and how to focus on 
the emotional aspects of S/M play.” 
Sounds like a winner to me! 

Incidentally - in response to 
the hordes of you who’ve inquired 
- for free sex toy catalogs, call the 
ever helpful Good Vibrations staff 
at 1-800-289-8423 or visit their 
web site at http://www.good- 
vibes.com. Happy hunting, folks! 
And remember: don’t try to force 
a square peg into a round hole - 
unless you’re into that, natch! 

Finally, kudos to Tyler for 
doing such a fab job with the fe¬ 
male illusionists at Kimo’s. Check 
out the great drag shows upstairs 
at this august establishment when 
you’re out for a nocturnal stroll 
down the Polkstrasse. ▼ 


Mister Marcus 

M previous page 

awards were given out to Centaur 
MC groupies who went above and 
beyond in their loyalty to the East 
Coast’s premier club. 

The Sunday brunch prior to 
the contest was another grand af¬ 
fair, with fresh fruit, juices, egg 
dishes and all the trappings any¬ 
one could desire. Huge buses 
managed to transport delegates to 
all the venues, bars, tourist sites 
and official functions. MAL ’98 
co-chair (and former Centaur 
president) John Rocco, ever aware 
of the press, initiated the first-ever 
press brunch. This smart move, 
which occurred immediately fol¬ 
lowing the contestants’ pre-judg- 
ing interviews, afforded each of us 
the opportunity to photograph 
and interview the contestants and 
judges, and generally schmooze 
with them for more and better in¬ 
sights. This press brunch will 
henceforth be one of the official 
functions of the MAL weekend! 

In an informal survey I con¬ 
ducted of 30 men (both first-time 
attendees and faithful vets of 
MALs past), the Centaur MC 
earned a rating of 10-plus. There 
was no hesitation from the re¬ 
spondents to my questions; every 
single person agreed that the 
MAL extravaganza is the best bar¬ 
gain - bar none - in the entire 
leather pantheon of weekend 
events. 

Next year, the Centaur MC will 
host the 15th edition of this great 
gathering of the leather tribe. As 
this soiree’s importance and pop¬ 
ularity increases, it would be wise 


to make your plans now. This 
year’s weather was cool but mild - 
no blizzard, no rain, no wind. The 
ideal leather-wearing atmosphere 
made for a wonderful weekend in 
the capital. I highly recommend 
this annual affair to all of you. 

Last but not least, former In¬ 
ternational Ms. Leather Jill Carter 
has inaugurated her latest project: 
the Unsung Hero honors. These 
awards are given to people who 
have worked extra hard to make 
an event a success and whose 
recognition is long overdue. The 
first-ever recipients, Al Santora 
and Lauger Valentine, were paid 
tribute to on Sunday. Santora, the 
creator of the Mid-Atlantic 
Leather contest who also emceed 
it the first 10 years, has seen it 
grow from 200 to 300 attendees to 
today’s massive group. 

Valentine, another Centaur 
member, has voluntarily signed 
the event for almost 10 years, and 
has been very visible at IML as an 
onstage interpreter and in 
pre-judging interviews for the 
hearing impaired - as well as for 
other venues with a large deaf au¬ 
dience. His signing talent has 
helped bridge the gap between us 
and our non-hearing brothers 
and sisters, and his dedication and 


outreach have worked to integrate 
all leather people. 

The two’s acceptance speeches 
were met with prolonged ova¬ 
tions. Everyone agreed that pay¬ 
ing tribute to the unsung heroes 
and heroines of our community, 
of which there are many, should 
be a part of every event. We all 
know that volunteers or the lack 
thereof can make or break a pro¬ 
duction of any kind. Many of 
them are overlooked when 
plaques and trophies are be¬ 
stowed, but this will hopefully no 
longer be the case. 

Kudos to Jill Carter. Your pio¬ 
neering spirit continues to thrive, 
and illustrates once again your 
caring, love and empathy for your 
leather brothers and sisters. Not 
only are you made of the right 
stuff, you also do the right thing. 
Your partners, Viola Johnson and 
Queen Cougar, can rightfully be 
proud of their long association 
with you. Your caring extends way 
beyond your own family. Bravo! 

And to the Centaur MC: you 
were never lovelier. To Mike 
Siemer, thanks for a good, fun and 
productive year. In 1998, our first 
leather title-holder is a genuine 
top! Will this trend continue in 
future contests? Time will tell! ▼ 
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PARTING 

GLANCES 

Chows Restaurant Sun. 12/21 

Sitting by kitchen, you with 2 friends, 
me with one. We flirted all through 
dinner. You have beautiful smile. 
Would love to meet for dinner and 
dessert. 3 9601 


Your uninhibited gaze Fri Cafe 

Wanted my attention; paces away. 
Conscious ego wouldn't chance me to 
muster "hello" curious of you. 
Coatchecked leather jacked with 
friend? Me, dancing group tank-t. 
Permit me dinner with you... S 
9602 


Sat 12/27 on 27Bryant bus 3pm 

at Post and Leavenworth. Me: dark 
hair, moustache, glasses, black 
leather jacket, tan Levi. You: blue 
eyes, blond hair, clean shaven b. Levi 
sitting in back of bus. I sat behind 
you. We smiled. Please call. 3 
9603 


Tall Asian man with Rav4 1/4 

Castro-couldn't stop smiling at each 
other Sunday 2"45. You were with 
someone. Me: tall, blond, black jack¬ 
et, blue shirt with 3 friends. We've 
done this before. Time to meet. 3 
9703 


Steam Works 12/2/98 

Afternoon. James, you cute, hunky 
black man, on extended lunch, you 
came to my room. Me bearded white 
guy, you brought me to the edge. 
Again, when there is more time? 3 
9701 


Sharon McNight 12/3110:OOshow 

You fondled my back and rubbed your 
foot against mine. I caressed your leg. 
We've noticed each other before. I 
would love to meet you. Please call. 
S 9702 


Ronnell the dancer 

I lost contact with you hwen I went 
overseas. Sol Y Luna should ring a 
bell. 3 9704 


Hot fuck at Mack 12/27 

About 2:00 at night. You: muscular 
black dude, huge dick. Me: shaved 
head white boy. You pounded my ass 
up against the wall in the corner. I 
want more. 3 9705 


Embarcadero 1 elevator 12/28 

Brief eye contact between garage and 
movies. I'm short, glasses, stache, red 
sweatshirt. Your shirt pushed up to 
show your furry arms. Not first time 
I've noticed you. S 9604 


Bank of America Castro @ 18th 

1/2/98 afternoon. Me: black jacket, 
goatee, at teller window with friend. 
You: nice smile at another teller. Me 
near inside ATM as you leave. We 
smiled. Care to talk? 3 9706 


ISO: Drag queen Kitty Glamour 

Met you NYE @ Castro Station. You 
are the hottest babe around. You'll 
remember me by the kisses. You have 
my number. Please call. You're hot! 
S 9707 


Dec 21 PM U called me ISO Tony 

You have a great voice! Sorry I 
couldn't talk. People in the house. 
Would love to talk to you-meet you- 
lick your boots?! Call S 9708 


Walgreens @ 16th & Mission 

Friday, Dec. 26. You were picking up 
an Rx. I said "hi" but was too shy to 
say more. I'd like to meet you. S 
9709 


12/29 7Pm I validated your 

parking. You just saw Wings of the 
Dove. We spoke briefly outside Em¬ 
barcadero Ctr cinema. I'm Asian, 
sorry did not stay long to talk with 
you. Q 9710 


Wed/12/31 9Pm BofA ATM 18th 

St, & Castro. We talked about the 
New York musical Sideshow, Damn 
Yankees and Chita Rivera. I enjoyed 
our conversation and would like to 
continue where we left off over coffee, 
a 9711 


Eureka St-roommate-Sun 12/28 

You: very cute shiftless roommate. 
Me: guest. We passed at teh bath¬ 
room and again when I was leaving. 
Want to get together...how about it? 
a 9712 


Andrew 12/28 

I came back to Eagle and you were 
gone, would love to continue where 
we left off-Michael. 3 9713 


Cutie in red jacket and blue cap 

leaving Pleasuredome 12/29.1 wore a 
Cleveland Indians shirt. We glanced 
and danced together but didn't talk. 
Would like to do both even more. 
You're a good dancer, a 9714 


Castro censorship at MCC 

I sat behind you near the back. You 
were with friends. We kept watching 
each other, but I left early, after you 
spoke, a 9715 


In this our life 

Roxie, Sunday December 28. We 
made eye contact and smiled. I hope 
that wave didn't mean goodbye. 
Please call. 3 9716 


Mystery man at SFGMCXmas 

show at Castro theatre. You gave me 
bouquet of beautiful roses then disap¬ 
peared. Didn't get the chance to say 
thank you. Hope you're out there 
somewhere. Happy New Year. 3 
9717 


Wally at Universe/Fag Fridays 

Seen you many times. Want to talk to 
you, but I'm always too shy or messy. 
Can we talk? Do dinner? Me: cap 
guy. 3 9718 


N-Car stop @ 10/Judah 

You: tall, dark haired, waiting for 
outbound, sucking on water bottle. 
Me: across the street, beard, buff, 
boner. Car came to soon, huh? 3 
9801 


Said my name wasn’t Bill-9304 

Do answer to Robert instead. Do re¬ 
member being asked but not by 
whom. Refresh my memory if inter¬ 
ested. What do you want to know? 
3 9802 


SEEKING 

RELATIONSHIP 

New to East Bay 

GBM 38, 6', 195, hairy bottom look¬ 
ing for an easy going top to show me 
around town and have fun at the 
same time. S 9606 


Pacific Islanders young & slim 

New friends sought by romantic WM, 
54 (looks 40's) 5'11, 170, HIV-, NS, 
brown hair/eyes, handsome, clean 
shaven city .boy, likes cats, scuba, 
travel, photography, monogamous 
LTR possible. 3 9605 


Looking for boyfriend 

6', 195, 28, bi-racial W/B, hand¬ 
some, HIV+, healthy, enjoy movies, 
music, eating out, financially stable 
hard working, looking for 25-37, sta¬ 
ble affectionate honest, versatile, no 
drugs, Latinos +, but all are wel¬ 
come. 3 9607 


Perfect touch 

WM, good-looking, brn/gm, 6'1, 
185, thirtysomething, Ph.D., clean- 
cut, professional, warm, honest, en¬ 
thusiastic, eclectic interests, self- 
aware, genuine, no game playing. I 
give great massage. S 9608 


Seek Bruce Willis-type 

GWM seeks tall, burly, balding busi¬ 
nessman 35-45. Enjoys dinners out, 
disco dancing, and quiet nights at 
home with dogs. Me: 6'3", 185, 36yo 
professional with sharp sense of 
humor. S 9609 


Handsome Bear Now Available 

30yo seeks young (24-32), slim to 
medium guy for relationship. You're 
hippyish, easy-going, adventuresome, 
spontaneous and well-grounded. Not 
a clone. You turn heads. Call. Let's 
meet. 3 9610 


HIV+ Blk 5’10 165# 

I am brown skin slim build with a de¬ 
cent look. I am attracted to older 
guys who have lean well-proportion¬ 
ate trim and fit bodies. No bear 
types. 3 9611 


Shy man seeks companionship 

SF GWM, 57, 5'10, 160, NS. Very 
shy so meeting men is difficult for 
me. Classical piano training. Enjoy 
hiking, computers, seeking someone 
similar or who enjoys a quiet gay 
man. Meet over coffee. 3 9612 


Shall we dance? 

or should we just have dinner? AM, 
31, 5'5, looking for a funny guy 
under 36 (under 5'9 a plus) to have 
fun with. 3 9614 


Handsome GWM 36 blond 6’ 185 

Explore sunny Sonoma county with 
intelligent, fit, sexy, romantic, mas¬ 
culine professional. Successful and 
responsible. Seeking GAM 25-40, 
sexy, romantic, ND, NS, cleancut, 
enjoy the beach/pool. 3 9615 


Not looking for sex 

If you enjoy cuddling, candlelight din¬ 
ners, movies, running on the beach, 
hiking, making love, and you are 
healthy, in shape, optimistic, life lov¬ 
ing, humorous, active, call me. I'm 
42, 175#, 5'9, balding/buzz cut, 
goatee, sideburns, goodlooking, hairy, 
uncut. S 9616 


Sonoma county Lii guy Skg LTR 

Handsome, spiritual, contry lilguy, 
youthful 40's, goatee, seeks tall, af¬ 
fectionate, emotionally available 
HIV- fellow, 40-50 for dating, LTR. 
I'm optimistic, playful, musical, 
earthy, hot, NS/ND. 3 9617 


GAM in SF seeks other GAMs for 

friendship, fun or relationship. I'm 
29, 5'5,110#, smooth. 3 9618 


Best friend seeks same 

(not having much trouble getting 
laid-would like to meet someone 
though) Would like to meet someone 
to share affection and intimacy with. 
I'm 45, HIV+, top looking for a 
stocky bottom who wants to have a 
best friend. 3 9719 


Agressive Asian and Black men 

GWM, 45,165#, desires Asian and 
black men who are dominant in bed. I 
am submissive and can make love for 
hours. S 9720 


Romantic Latino seeks GWM 

for LTR. Me: honest, mature, funny, 
down to earth, versatile, 37, 5-10, 
150#, blk/blk, HIV+, healthy, affec¬ 
tionate. Enjoy movies, music, dinners, 
gym. You: proportionate 30-40, NS, 
ND. 3 9721 


GM30sSeekingGWM45s-60s 

for friend to LTR. Clean, HIV-, 

N/S/D; healthy, a small build, slender 
a plus. 3 9722 


Friendship first, then... 

Me: 30, blond, introspective, intu¬ 
itive, romantic, intelligent, compas¬ 
sionate, earthy. You: around 26-36, 
sincere, focused, relationship-orient¬ 
ed. Pluses: Latino or Asian, no drugs, 
leather-oriented. 3 9723 


Want a friend or mate in 98? 

This babe doesn't come w/ diaper and 
sash, but if your New Year's resolu¬ 
tion is to find someone with compas¬ 
sion, intelligence, sincerity and a hu¬ 
morous, youthful outlook on life. Call 
me! 3 9724 


Seeking male signifies 

Smooth Poz muscle jock looking for a 
stocky poz muscle bear. I'm 5'5, 145, 
tatooed, muscled versatile top, need¬ 
ing tough hairy bottoms. For work¬ 
outs in the South Bay. 3 9726 


HIV+ Hispanic seeks BM 

GHM, 27yrs, HIV+, bottom, 5'10, 
155#, seeks black mate, HIV+, top, 
inSF. 3 9733 


Mind, body,soul 

GWM, 30yo, 5'8, 155#, brn/brn, 
muscular, medium hairy chest, Ph.D., 
shy, affectionate, spiritual, enjoys 
weightlifting, hiking, movies, cud¬ 
dling. ISO fit, hairy chested WM to 
37yo with similar interests, NS, ND, 
HIV-. 3 9727 


Seeking someone 

sincere, who knows how to have a re¬ 
lationship. Me: 24yr. Asian, 5'10, 
150#, sincere, caring, and healthy 
love to see moves. Please call me. 

3 9728 


GIM, Scorpio seeks fun 

Seeking Black or Latino guys who are 
ready for romance, passion, and a 
great massage. I'm a 30yo Italian- 
American, 5'4, 145#, masculine-bot¬ 
tom, sexy eyes. 3 9729 


Cuddle in heaven 

30yr old Filipino cute hard body, 5'6, 
137#, HIV-, smooth ISO GWM HIV-, 
NS, 18-35, only cute and defined 
hard body for quality satisfying time. 
3 9730 


Let’s do it 

I am a butch looking for a daddy 
bear. Me: 6'1, brn, blue, 255.1 need 
a men! 3 9731 


Seeking HIV buddy 

Who looks healthy and fit with weight 
and height in proportion. A fairly 
firm body would be the icing on the 
cake. Me: blk, 5'10, 170#, slim 
build decent look. No bear types. S 
9732 


Visualize a... 

21yo, 165#, 6', GW/HM, dark fea¬ 
tures, light spirit. A casual Leo who 
appreciates progressiveness, nature 
and creativity. In shape prefer UB2. 
Seeks attractive young guy for enjoy¬ 
ment of one another. 3 9734 


Beefy and brawny men 

under 40 and over 170# sought by 
muscular Asian 34, 5'9,. 174#, for 
fun/friendship, NS/ND. S 9735 


Sex slave wanted 

GWM, 54, 5'7,140, masculine, NS, 
HIV-, safe. You: HIV-, totally obedi¬ 
ent, under 40, willing to give over 
control, B/D, S/M. My agenda, my 
way. Will train. 3 9736 


A class act 

Attractive, intelligent, rich (but very 
together) GWM-40's, 5'8,177, 
br/gr-seeks very cute and classy 
GWM/GLM under 30 for fun/friend¬ 
ship/hot sex? Have a great sense of 
humor and many interests: indoors 
and out. You should too. 3 9737 


New Year, old hope 

Attractive, intelligent, GAM, 31, 
5'11", 135#, looking for GWM: 31- 
45 yrs. HIV-, honest, mature, not 
feminine, professional, normal look¬ 
ing and in shape. Let's head into LTR 
if its a good match. 3 9738 


New Year, old hope 

Attractive, intelligent, GAM, 31, 
5'11", 135#, looking for GWM: 31- 
45 yrs. HIV-, honest, mature, not 
feminine, professional, normal look¬ 
ing and in shape. Let's head into LTR 
if its a good match. 3 9738 


I want you!! 

Wanted: one GWM bottom 48-55 yrs 
who wants more than a one night sex¬ 
ual healing. Offered: one GWM top, 
late 40's, ISO ongoing bed partner or 
LTR. I'm affectionate, articulate and 
communicative. 3 9739 


Hunky Handsome loving package 

Quality GWM wants passionate rela¬ 
tionship and possible LTR. I'm 6'2, 
190#, 40s, very muscled, hot Italian, 
soulful, loyal, exclusive, sinner, tal¬ 
ented, HIV, nonprogressor, profes¬ 
sional, sexually charged from puppy 
to leather. Looking for similar, 30- 
40yr old GWM who watns to look me 
in the heart, die for my body and live 
for my soul. Prefer facial hair. 
Seroious only S 9740 


Lonely college guys out there? 

GWM couple 27 seek 3rd for LTR. 
US: 6'1, 170, brn/hazel and 6', 155, 
brn/grn, both NS D/D free. You: 
under 28, avg build, NS, D/D free. 
3 9741 


East Bay GWM seeks GBM for 

LTR. Me: 5'11", 185#, 8" cut, pro¬ 
fessional, sensitive, romantic, greate 
kisser, open to diverse possibilities. 
You: GBM, 5'9" or less, caring, sin¬ 
cere, loving, professional, enjoys life 
in/out of bed. 3 9725 


Attractive Latino 

Goodlooking Latino, 32yo, dark hair, 
brown eyes, goatee, like to go to 
movies, dinner, hiking, tennis, travel. 
Looking for GWM between 25-37y/o 
for friendship or more. Just call. S 
9742 


Let me be the one to hold you 

Attractive, passionate, GWM, 6'1", 
155, 43, firm body seeking attrac¬ 
tive, romantic, GAM, 25-45, who 
possesses a sharp mind, kind heart, 
and a smooth, firm body. 3 9743 


Pac Isld/Latino wnted by 

young, slim, goodlooking, 5'11, blue, 
brown, versatile, mod. hairy, BiWM, 
nice guy wants to be indulged. No 
STD's, ancients, shorty's. Be secure, 
horny, versatile bottom. LTR maybe. 
3 9745 
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Asian male seeking friends 

GAM, 38, 140, 571/2" in good 
shape, smooth, dark, likes movies, 
theatre, dining. Seek WM 28-38 with 
same interests for friends and dating. 
St 9746 


Mendocino bottom 

Healthy HIV+ GWM, 5'11,147#, 
br/blue, goatee, slim, passive, roman¬ 
tic, loves outdoors. ISO tall 
GWM/GLM 25-35, honest and sin¬ 
cere, for friendship, dating, sex poss. 
LTR first time ad. S 9747 


Looking for romance 

Goodlooking GWM, 40, 6' tall, 195# 
and HIV+ is looking for a romantic 
partner. I have short dark hair, mous¬ 
tache and smooth body. All nationali¬ 
ties between 30-40 can respond. NS 
S 9748 


Bodybuilder 

Seeks another bodybuilder for the 
sharing of mutual interests and 
strong man to man action, a 9749 


Latino bottom seeks top in E. Bay 

GLM, 30, 5'10, 175#, handsome in 
very good shape ISO top, 30-40yrs. 
Shld be very masc. good looking and 
workout. Race unimportant. Hairy 
chest a plus, a 9750 


Cute, romantic, warm GAM 34 

5'11". 145. ISO GWM, 30's, well- 
built, sexy, responsible, intelligent, 
great kisser. Let's take a cosy breath¬ 
taking backroads drive up the coast, 
through Sonoma, wine & dine in Cal- 
istoga. That's just the beginning, a 
9803 


Badass buttboy needed!! 

Seeking GW masc/submissive bottom 
for GW masc/active top dirty ol man, 
who wants and knows how to make 
your ass feel real good, a 9804 


Chicano guy 26 

Regular type, 57, 165, stocky, mus¬ 
cular build, student. Seeking Latins, 
Whites or Asians under 40 for friend¬ 
ship maybe more. N/S. a 9805 


Intense, bi-racial, 23 

Handsome black/white man (6 feet 
tall, 155 pounds, black hair, brown 
eyes, goatee) seeks white man under 
30 for friendship/relationship. Ma¬ 
ture, emotional, spontaneous and sen¬ 
sual. a 9806 


Tale of Mr. Hirsute and smooth! 

I would be the tall hairy one, and you 
would be the smooth,b etween 30 and 
45, well read and witty, warm-heart¬ 
ed and humorous. I am 45 with a kind 
smile, a 9807 


Fun loving pre-op transexual 

Hawaiian-Chinese 33, looking for 
friendship. Enjoys the simple things 
in life, a 9808 


Friendship-relationship sought 

by an attr. loving-caring GWM, 74, 
57", 165. You are 18-40, gdlkg, ro¬ 
mantic, HIV-, and open to a LTR with 
a more mature man. a 9809 


Fun 4 GAM? 

Hip GWM, 40ish, funny, honest, 
seeks trim GAM over 30 for friend¬ 
ship, possible LTR. I enjoy arts, 
music, treasure hunting, travel, ro¬ 
mance!! Call me now!! a 9810 


Seeking GBM/GHM 

GWM, 6'3", 170, 41, br/br, HIV-, 
athletic, attractive, masculine into 
sports, music, movies, seeking attrac¬ 
tive GBM/GHM, 30-45 with similar 
interests for dating, possible LTR. 
a 9811 


Youthful 40s 

Goodlooking, athletic, GWM, HIV-, 
enjoys smoking/drinking looking for 
compatible Asian who enjoys socializ¬ 
ing for friendship/poss. LTR. a 
9812 


GWM early 50’s 

HIV- seeks mature N/S Asian for din¬ 
ing, walks, friendship, possible LTR. 
a 9813 


My funny valentine... 

...likes laughter, love, romance, hon¬ 
esty, spirituality, and achieving goals, 
GWM, 45, 6, 185, NS, gym, healthy 
poz. All of the above. A good catch. 
My happy future includes you. a 
9814 


Passionate kisser seeks GAM 

GWM, 26, 6', boyish good looks, nice 
slim body, seeks Asian male, 18-40, 
for hot intense get-togethers. Don't be 
shy. Call me. a 9744 


Life is an adventure 

Great attitude, passionate, goodlook¬ 
ing, 26yo GLM looking for cute 23- 
35 GM any race for friendship/rela¬ 
tionship. I am 5'8, 150#, and enjoy 
films, exercise, travel, great food, 
a 9815 


SEEKING 

ADVENTURE 

Ride on my bushy moustache 

And feel my long tongue up your hot 
butt. Me: 6', 165#, brn/blu, 38. You: 
hot & ready, a 9619 


I’d do a gorilla 

If I knew he'd relax. You-furry. 
Me-38, br/bl, stache who will suck 
you as long as you'd like, a 9768 


Ball worship 

My two egg-shaped balls are waiting 
for your hot mouth and tongue, me: 
attractive GWM, 46, 6'5, 250, foot¬ 
ball player's build. You: attrac GWM 
18-35, slim, smooth, moderate body- 
hair. a 9620 


I’m a muscular hairy latino 

seeking a masculine, stocky, hung, 
versatile man for hot times. Facial 
and/or chest hair is a plus. I'm 33, 
57,160#, shaved head, beard, 7" 
thick and uncut, a 9621 


Sexy Italian seeks playmate 

GWM, 41, 5'10, 190#, br (bald), br, 
hairy, GT, well hung, toppish in a 
LTR. Sks discreet, ahiry, GWM, 35- 
45, in SF. Also a LTR. a 9622 


Hot piece of ass wanted 

Dominant, muscular, fuck stud, 38, 
190#, 6'1, great shape! Seeks 
boys/men 25-45, thin to muscular, 
hard body required, who like to ser¬ 
vice dick and get fucked. Not S&M. 
a 9623 


Seeking a hung uncut top 

I'm a masculine, Caucasian, oral bot¬ 
tom, 32, 5'11,170#, moustache, 
goatee, well endowed. Looking to ser¬ 
vice a hung, masculine, uncut man of 
any race. Facial or body hair a plus, 
a 9624 


Just too much for my ad 

If your HIV- slim like safe sex no 
rushing or pain, I am WM 58 HIV-. 
Let's talk. Tell me your likes, I'll tell 
you mine, then let's do it. a 9625 


Leatherman Give n take 

Very muscled part-time leather man, 
6'2,190#, 40yo, 46'C, 16"a, sexu¬ 
ally wild, versatile, looking for butt 
play buddy and possible relationship 
with 25-40yo, also very muscled with 
preferred facial hair, who wants to 
connect emotionally and physically 
with another top notch man. Call: 
a 9626 


Wanted: big hairy firm butt 

Aggressive top, hung big needs well 
built WM, hairy with big firm butt to 
eat and fuck, a 9627 


Are you bing served? 

Seasoned GWM seeks 45+ master 
chef to cook with. Prefer rare beef 
with hot chestnuts on a bed of thick 
dark angel's hair. Make my mouth 
water, a 9628 


Big arms and hands 

I want to watch my boyfriend get 
spanked by a tall man with gib hands 
to make his gym toned butt red. We 
are both good looking, inshape guys 
hung big. You be hung big and like to 
be serviced, a 9629 


Hung big 

Hot 6', 37, 160# good looking all- 
American collegiate type w/gym 
toned body. Hung big, versatile. 
Seeks goodlooking guys for fun. Cou¬ 
ples, hung big a plus, a 9630 


Boyish bottom seeks WM top 

Young looking, slender WM, 30, 5'9, 
50, nice shapely boysih butt, beautiful 
puckered anus; submissive to tall, 
lean WM top, to 45 with nice crotch. 
Sex only. No pain/STDs, a 9631 


Hey dildo boys into phone sex 

WM very masculine dominant top 
seeks a submissive bottom boy with a 
huntry hole, big dildos and a craving 
for heavy duty regular phone sex. a 
9632 


Hung big? 

If you're hung so large that it's hard 
to find someone who can take as 
much as you want to give, give this 
hot muscle man a call a 9633 


All I want is to... 

suck on your hot clean butt. Hot & 
horny stud, 44, 6', 190, goatee, 
rugged, wnts to suck on your ass for 
hours, a 9634 


Balls and deep cock sucker 

Deep cock service from devoted wor¬ 
shipper. 46, 5'9, br/br, beard, stache. 
Repeat sessions for trim, hung, 30s- 
40s with a load to share, a 9772 


Handsome hot and horny 

Very sexy GWM 35, 5'9, 160, bl/bl, 
longs to meet hot, hung tops to plea¬ 
sure. Ready for fun? a 9635 


Black Irish seeks red 

Dark, gdlkg Irish-Am whose hot 
mouth waters for those big white 
buns and that pink meat. 40, fit and 
fired up for a redhead, a 9758 


Oral service given 

front and rear. Have hot mouth. Wa- 
tersports, uncuts A + . Body scents ap¬ 
preciated. a 9751 


Chubby men 

LM, 40, 6', 155# ISO very chubby 
men who don't exercise and are com¬ 
fortable with themselves who enjoy 
slow oral action. Facial hair a +. Not 
into gay lifestyle, a 9752 


Uncut ISO uncut 

Cute, boyish, WM, 37, 57", 135, 
oral, bottom/versatile seeks safe sex¬ 
ual fun with other uncut men. Age, 
race, size unimportant. Foreskin a 
must, a 9753 


Seeking Smegma 

Horny GWM seeks uncut GM with 
cheezy pole for fun and fames, sensu¬ 
al delights, pleasures of the flesh, and 
root milking. I'm 51, 5'8, brn/blue, 
beard, HIV-. a 9754 


SF over 50 gumjob wntd eves 

45, WM, 5'10, 165#, HIV-, Md bid, 
br/br, musta, smoker, 7X51/2 cut 
cockringed meat kicks back for hun¬ 
gry milker (no teeth) on reg basis. Se¬ 
rious gum massagers only! Leave #. 
a 9755 


GWM seeks men of color 

GWM, 5'10,165, blonde, bottom, 
HIV+, seeks man of color for friend¬ 
ship, sex, possible LTR. Mutual re¬ 
spect desired, a 9756 


Great head in Sonoma County 

by nice-looking, relaxed, healthy, 
generous, middle-aged guy for slender 
or medium-build guys, 18-35. Meet 
first in public, then your place or 
mine. No reciprocation expected, a 
9757 


Wkday afternoon discrt cock play 

GWM, 49, 6', HIV-, 161#, smooth, 
endowed cockringed dick in LTR ISO 
Xtra pleasure/play-JO, oral, kissing, 
exploring hands and tongue. Discreet, 
sane, affectionate, regular guy. All 
cocks=excitement-U/C AA++ a 
9759 


Santa Rosa Sonoma dildo action 

Attractive GWM ISO dildo buddies. 
Like dirty talk, mirrors, big toys, 
showing off hole. If you're top/versa¬ 
tile and like hot, nasty butt pounding 
action call now. SF also, a 9760 


Very cute African American 

26, 5'6, 160 seek HIV- aggressive 
tops 23-34, single, gay only. Seek a 
regular sex buddy and friendship. No 
1 nite stands. Be honest, reliable, in¬ 
telligent, serious only!! a 9761 


Bottoms bottomboy/pigboy 

Hot leather superbottom ISO lean 
leather/bondage/W/S bottoms to oral¬ 
ly serve, submit, obey and be humili¬ 
ated by. SF Bay Area. Serious, a 
9763 


Even after 44 long years 

Every time I take off my pants I thank 
God I'm black. I need 3 Or 4 manly 
oral experts to keep me satisfied. All 
races welcome. Serious only, a 
9766 


Dildo/FF top for my SJ playroom 

Hot leather bear GWM 39, 6'3, 
230#, versatile needs ongoing train¬ 
ing, SJ or SF. Available Saturday 
night, Sunday, Mondays. Serious 
only. No flakes, no heavy drugs, a 
9767 


Wanted: Great top from hot 

bottoms. Eves, a 9769 


A1 Oral service-delivered 

SF GWM, HIV-, 6', handsome, deliv¬ 
ers complete oral service to mature, 
trim guys who really dig getting 
sucked off. Your place. No reciproca¬ 
tion. HIV-. a 9770 


Large Black men 

big black men with large chests and 
lots of smooth skin to climb all over. 
Let's get it on. a 9828 


Big men and dildos 

GBM, 5'11, 240#, big tits, hung, at¬ 
tractive, seeks big and heavy set men 
into mutual dildo pleasure. Only big 
fat men with big tits, belly and butt, 
a 9771 


ISO mouth and throat stretcher 

Goodlooking GWM oral pig looking 
for a few good extra thick, long man 
tools for sucking, licking, worship¬ 
ping, kissing, rubbing and slapping on 
face. Verbal nastiness and cockrings 
a plus, a 9816 


Black men take notice!!! 

Do you want a regular white pussy 
boy, 5'8", 145, stache, goatee, hairy 
chest. Seeking well-endowed domi¬ 
nant top black men to please, a 
9817 


Oral svc for Asian men 

SF GWM, 45, 6'1,190, handsome, 
delivers complete oral service to trim, 
mature, masculine Asian men. HIV-. 
No reciprocation required, a 9818 


Leather and more 

Sexy hairy professional looking for 
other hot men for sex, conversation 
and good times, a 9819 


Give it up to a dominant stud 

You know that your hot moutha nd 
tight ass are there to serve your hand¬ 
some hawaiian prince. Thinking about 
his chiseled, smooth muscular strong 
body slamming your butt makes your 
hole twitch, your ass wet. You: cute, 
in-shape, a 9820 


Rewarding fun! 

Top-notch bi M/Fs, 18-32, sought for 
private parties. Ideal for students and 
artists. Broad capabilities not re¬ 
quired. a 9821 


Stern strict man wanted 

Man wants dominant activity from 
hard-cocked boss. SM, BD, and heavy 
duty fucking. Men are mature, pro¬ 
fessional. Upper Haight, SF. a 
9822 


Married and love to suck cock! 

BiWMM, 47, attr., tall, slim, prof 
seeks well-hung men to service. Will 
play with it slowly, suck it like only a 
married guy can and with enthusi¬ 
asm. a 9823 


I’m your baby tonight 

Sexy GWM, 21, 5'11 and slim, 
brwn/blue eyes ISO oral tops 18-30, 
in shape w/ lots of energy. I'll be your 
dream and you can be my fantasy, 
a 9824 


Spread your cheeks 

for my hot, wet, talented tongue in 
your hot, clean butt by attractive Ital¬ 
ian, 44, 6', 190, goatee. Castro late 
nite sex 12-5am. a 9825 


Hot daddy in leather ISO boy 

Nasty party boy with hungry moutha 
nd butt for daddy who wants to give 
what you need. Daddy is 40, muscu¬ 
lar, moderately hairy, moustache, 
hung 9". Surrender to the experience, 
a 9826 


Senior citizen 

Gives extraordinary deep throat ser¬ 
vice to well-endowed men. Bring your 
stud tool to a dedicated phallic wor¬ 
shipper who knows what to do. a 
9827 


Daddy top with full white beard 

and big ole dick needs bottom com¬ 
panion who is versatile, talented, and 
holds a grateful heart, a 9829 


Mommie dearest told me... 

I could grow up to be whatever I 
wanted if I worked hard at it. So I be¬ 
came such a good cocksucker I made 
captain, U.S. Ofympic cocksucking 
team! a 9830 


The cocksucker’s surse: 

light loads, limply oozed. So my ele¬ 
gant blow jobs inspire your rock hard 
dick (size incidental) to shoot its very 
max in gushers of white hot protein, 
a 9831 


LESBIANS 


No geys, just girls. I like private 

parties, too. I'm 24yrs old, from 
Puerto Vallart, Mex. Cute, hot and 
exciting, ready to do everything, any¬ 
time, everywhere. I got a lot of expe¬ 
rience. I do massag, dancer, and very 
good for sex. Call me. I want to suck 
you all over your body, a 9832 


FETISHES 

The tights stuff 

Guys in tights, biking shorts turn me 
on! Love legs, buns & bulges on 
cleancut GWWM/GLM 25-35 (will 
make exceptions) who like showing 
off/worship/sorry no drag, a 9636 


South Bay Buttplay 

Me: masc. att. GWM 47, in-shape, 
lots of toys, dildos, rim seat. You: in¬ 
shape to 50, clean hot hole, FF, and 
versatile are a+ but optional, a 
9637 


Bondage for bodybuilders 

WM, late 40's, wants to see your 
muscles flex and strain as I tie you up 
and play with your pecs/cock/balls 
until you cum. a 9638 


Medical top sought 

by btm for medical scenes, caths, 
sounds, restraints, enemas, rubber 
and your fantasy. HIV-, NS, clean 
cut, mid 40's, a 9639 


Concupiscent Catholic Priests 

Bless me father, for I have sinned. I 
masterbate envisioning you and me 
kissing nude in bed. Please make a 
Berkeley home call to prescribe acts 
of contrition, a 9640 


Spare the rod... 

this senior trim fit English gentleman 
floors the buttocks of naughty boys. 
Young gentlemen only please. Any 
age. Upper Haight, a 9773 


Watch dad feed toilet boy 

Looking for hot men, interested in 
watching intense feeding. You must 
be into seat, and get off on watching 
me feed my toilet. Experience in 
videotaping a plus, a 9774 


Sexy daddy need boy balls 

Daddybear, 45, 5'11, 220lbs., very 
hairy, uncut, balding wants to work 
your boyballs. You get to take care of 
my foreskin, a 9775 


Long lash whips 

Professional, masculine, 45yo has 
fetish for single lash bullwhips. 
Strong back and arms. Can give or 
take whippings, safe, sane, clean, 
drug free only. Fantasy explored, 
a 9776 


Shave you down! 

GWM wants to shave your crotch, 
balls and whatever else. Shave it off 
and get you off. Safe and experi¬ 
enced. Let's play! Bm don't be shy. 
Give it a try. All ages ok. a 9777 


Codename: Spartacus 

ISO Centurion & gladiator tops, slave 
boy bottoms for Roman fantasy week¬ 
end. Bondage, S&M, outdoor fun! 
Let's enact the revolt of Spartacus. 
a 9778 


Feet sheer socks and more 

Attractive Latino, 31, 5'11", 190, 
Virgo, size 121, dark features. Would 
like to meet Latins or whites under 
35 into foot fetish. Serious only, a 
9779 


East Bay 

Nede cut white-latin men watned with 
big clean feet start at your feet all 
over them, then around the world. 
50's, hot mouth is waiting. Call me. 
a 9781 


Beefy bear skees ripe foreskin 

Beefy masculine bear 50, 5'10, 
200#, bald/short white hair/beard, 
HIV-, professional, seeks ripe fore¬ 
skins to service. Not into raunch 
perse. Just want to taste/smell na¬ 
ture's best, a 9642 


Have a foot or leg injury? 

Are you in a cast, brace and use 
crutches or a wheelchair? Age unim¬ 
portant. Prefer white or Latino. 
Asian, 23, 5'8, 165#, workout. All 
replies will be answered, a 9782 


Spiritual bondage adventure 

Longtime meditator (Pranayama), 
actively fit, seeks similar to explore 
consciousness through bondage, sen¬ 
sory stimulation/deprivation. Slow, 
esthetic, comradely, substance-free. 
Prof WM, 51, 5'8, 175. St 9833 


I’m Seeking a foot buddy & friend 

Lifelong excitement looking at/fanta¬ 
sizing about men's barefeet. Gdlkng 
East Bay GWM, 5'8, trim, tan, HIV-, 
loves reciprocal kissing, licking, mas¬ 
saging barefeet and sensual/safe all 
over body pleasures. More? St 9834 


Full-service pig seeks top 

Mega-muscled raunch slave needs 
nasty man top to service regularly- 
scat and piss scenes. No reciprocity- 
top only wanted. S 9835 


ISO the feminine touch 

Masculine LM, 42, 6', 155#, moder¬ 
ately hairy ISO younger effeminate 
looking/acting man to give me slow 
sensual oral service all over. No S/M, 
B/D or pain. St 9836 


Muscular whipmaster 

with strong arm ISO together in¬ 
shape bottoms for slow, long flogging 
sessions. Under 45. Leather, etc. 
Limits, stamina respected & expand¬ 
ed. S 9837 


Daytime asshole eater! 

Get your asshole eaten by a pro! St 
9643 


Sexy hairy daddies N2 T&T & FF 

Need to slipNslide w/ versatile 40- 
60yrs HIV+ GHM, GWM, 
Levi/leather w/ facial hair. Me: GBM, 
6'1, 200#, sht s/p hair. 4 WS, Dildo, 
TT, FF exploration. Happy New Year, 
a 9780 


Super-hung Oakland Black man 

46, needs a D/T oral expert available 
to relieve me at 5:30Am Monday thru 
Friday. Sincere, mature, easy to 
reach, commited experts only please. 
St 9838 


COUPLES 


Be my teacher for exotic fun... 

Be my teacher for exotic fun. Bi-cou- 
ples only (MF, FF) for my virgin ex¬ 
perience, Black nylons, cigar smoker, 
drug free, suck/fuck good ass. St 
9644 


Afraid of the dark? 

Let this gdlkng GWM couple, HIV+, 
40's show you how much sensual, 
slippery fun can be had after dark in 
a hot tub, sling and play room. Let 
your imagination guide you. 2? 
9645 


Three’s company, four’s a party 

Attractive, in-shape, committed 
black/white couple seeking 3rd or 
couple for sex adventures. You be: 
25-40, any race, in-shape, 6'9, top or 
versatiloe, and ready for hot, safe 
consensual sex. St 9783 


Tasty Sandwich 

Sexy 30yr old, HIV-, Filipino/Span¬ 
ish, 137#, 5'6, hard smooth body 
ISO Caucasian couple 20-35 only 
with hardbody to play with. St 
9784 


GW couples wanted by GAM 

Let this sexy, smooth-skinned, profes¬ 
sional, 30, fulfill your fantasies. I can 
be your versatile sex toy for the New 
Year! St 9785 


Looking for tops or switches 

to fuck me while I suck my fuck 
buddy's dick. I'm Caucasian, 32, nice 
ass. My friend is Filipino, 48, likes to 
give directions. Open to all ethnici¬ 
ties, ages, sizes. St 9839 


Latex Love 

Play safe! Wear a condom and never 
exchange bodily fluids. St SAFE 


BARIalk 
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ly. No ads will be accepted without valid address, telephone number and legible text. The 
Bay Area Reporter reserves the right to edit ads. One ad per customer per week. 


Name 

Daytime Telephone 

Address 

Evening Telephone 

City 

State Zip 


CATEGORY 

Parting Glances □ 
Seeking Relationship □ 
Seeking Adventure □ 
Lesbian □ 
Fetishes □ 
Couples □ 
Others □ 


Headline, 30 characters maximum 


Write the rest of your ad here, 30 words maximum 


MAIL FORM TO: BAR Talk, Bay Area Reporter, 395 Ninth Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 
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1-664- 

410-2071 


International LDD Rates 
.74<t to $l.27-per Minute. IP 


NO CREDIT CARD NEEDED 


ra , u 745-7704 
'993-4399 

24 Hour Hot Live Talk 

TT PHONE $2.98 PER MINUTE Must Be 18+ Hot Stud - Steamy Party ■ Man to Man 


Elizabeth Streb and Company bring Pop-Action danceworks to Zellerbach Hall January 30-31. 


business this long because terrible 
things happen,” Streb says. “It’s 
mostly sports injuries, you 
know?” She admits, however, that 
to perform her work one needs 
the constitution of a hedgehog. 

The metaphor and the onstage 
reality of impact also have political 
implications for women, Streb 
feels. She sees her work as liberat¬ 
ing and empowering. “In this soci¬ 
ety, it’s intense how women physi¬ 
cally are trained from the very be¬ 
ginning. It’s really oppressive,” she 
says. Part of Streb’s mission is to 
prove that even under extreme 
conditions the world can be safe 
for women, or conversely, that per¬ 
sonal safety isn’t so important. As a 
child, her heroes were Muhammed 
Ali and Joan of Arc. 

Technology has helped Streb 
envision both performance and 
performance spaces in new ways. 
Streb’s collaboration with the late 
videographer Michael Schwartz 
taught her how she could manip¬ 
ulate perspective. A Streb evening 
now stretches the boundaries of 
modern dance, providing more 
than a three-dimensional, sculp¬ 
tural view of the body, and the 
possibility of viewing dance from 
several angles. In her high-action 
theater, the ground can be a wall 
or a ceiling, and bodies go flying 
through the air. Leaving behind 
the limitations of the proscenium, 
Streb posits a theoretical world 
where the rules of gravity do not 
apply, where spatial planes can 
suddenly shift, and where the ac¬ 
tion sometimes resembles a com¬ 
puter simulation. A major initia¬ 
tive this season has been the con¬ 
struction of an aluminum box 
truss, a portable self-contained 
theater 19-and-a-half-feet high, 
with all the complicated rigging 
for the show pre-installed and run 
by four one-ton chain-motors. 
The box truss now constitutes 
Streb’s physical energy laboratory. 

Her devotion to pure dance 
can be seen also in her resistance 
to music, which, aside from being 
as distracting and irrelevant as 
symphonic accompaniment at a 
tennis match, would impose its 
own structure on the movement. 
For Streb, timing is emergent, a 
matter of physical efficiency. 

According to David White, ex¬ 
ecutive director and producer of 
New York’s Dance Theater Work¬ 
shop, and an early admirer, this 
choreographer “is helping to revi¬ 
talize what we think of as dance, 
not only what it is, but what it 
does in relationship to the rest of 
society.” Like the astronauts, he 
says, Streb “brings wonder and 
enthusiasm to the idea of serious 
exploration.” ▼ 


Elizabeth Streb and Company 
perform Friday and Saturday, 
January 30-31 in Zellerbach 
Hall at UC Berkeley. For 
tickets ($18-$30) and info, call 
(510) 642-9988. 


here is to create an unstable 
ground, much as she did in the 
1985 solo Rollerboard. 

The Berkeley program will in¬ 
clude favorites from the Ringside 
repertory. UP! sends six dancers 
flying on a hot-bed trampoline, 
and in Bounce, eight people com¬ 
pete for space on an eight-foot 
square surface. In Freeflight, 
screaming Ringsiders dive from a 
high scaffold and land on a pile of 
mats, and in Breakthru, a dancer 
crashes through a plate of glass. 
Streb knocks herself against the 
walls of a narrow box in her sig¬ 
nature solo Little Ease ; a team of 
dancers rappel across a wall in 
Lookup-, and All-Wall offers a 
grand summation of the various 
wall-slamming dances she has 
created since Backboard in 1984. 

By placing herself and her 
dancers in challenging situations, 
or “getting outside the comfort 
zone,” as she is fond of saying, 
Streb has developed an original, 
athletic style that she calls Pop- 
Action. The typical Pop-Action 
move involves tense engagement 
of all the muscles as the dancer 
braces for impact. The body flat¬ 
tens, and the soles of the dancer’s 
feet grip the floor. Streb points 
out that this Ringside “squeeze” 
forms a perfectly straight line, as 
opposed to a graceful balletic 
curve or modern dance twist. Un¬ 
like most choreographers, 
though, Streb doesn’t care about 
the line. For her, the dancer’s body 
image is incidental, without “dec¬ 
orative” purpose. “What the body 
is doing is more important than 
how it looks,” she says. “I’m ask¬ 
ing people to have a paradigm 
shift away from the body.” This 
work isn’t about steps or bodily 
shapes but about the pure move¬ 
ment energy Streb calls “the invis¬ 
ible force of action.” 

Bodies like hedgehogs 

Danceworks like these cele¬ 
brate toughness, and the painful 
struggle of human beings to over¬ 
come obstacles. Impact and the 
image of a human being being 
splattered against a wall provide 
Streb with a most potent 
metaphor. “Everyone has their 
own wall,” Streb avows, hinting at 
the struggles in her own life. Of 
course, every non-commercial 
artist knows what it means to 
throw herself against a financial 
wall, then get up and throw her¬ 
self at it again. But in Streb’s case 
the wall becomes a paradoxical 
symbol of discipline and defiance. 
She stays up nights dreaming of 
new rules her dancers can break. 

While visiting a rehearsal, I 
look around discreetly for some 
sign that a dancer has been in¬ 
jured (perhaps a clump of dried 
blood arid hair stuck to the 
gleaming equipment, a glazed ex¬ 
pression, a bandaged limb). But 
no, the dancers all seem cheerful 
and healthy, with nicely pumped 
bodies. “Look, I haven’t been in 


Defying gravity 

M Arts cover 

bounced back up and popped 
him in the eye. 

“I’m a gravity addict,” Streb 
confesses. “I’m interested in 
human flight, and everything I’ve 
done on some level or another has 
been an attempt to fly.” 

The West Coast premiere of Fly 
represents her latest attempt. Like 
all of Streb’s work, it utilizes an 
imposing piece of hardware, in 
this case a giant, mechanical arm 
that moves up and down like a 
lever, and rotates in a circle. 
Equipment is this choreographer’s 
muse and inspiration. “I’m inter¬ 
ested in what equipment can allow 
the body to do,” she explains. 

Bolted to a fork at the end of 
the mechanical arm is a young, 
blonde woman named Hope 
Clark, the associate director of the 
company. A 400-pound counter¬ 
weight effectively reduces the 
dancer’s weight to 12 pounds, and 
the whole contraption is designed 
to confute a certain dead mathe¬ 
matician’s theorizing by enabling 
her to soar. Because she wears a gy¬ 
roscopic belt, she can also spin in 
the air and walk upside down on 
the ceiling. In motion, she be¬ 
comes an angel swooping over¬ 
head, or an avenging goddess who 
chases and scatters a squad of 
earthbound dancers. When she 
performs a duet with a man who is 
standing right-side-up, the picture 
on stage suggests an amazing con¬ 
junction of opposing spatial places 
that could never occur in nature. 

For Across, Streb has devised a 
mobile platform, a raised surface 
that will roll across the stage while 
the performers attempt to dance 
on it. Across will bridge the other 
dances, combining vocabulary 
from the pieces that come before 
and after, in a fashion similar to a 
Cunningham “event.” Her goal 


A MAN’S BARBERSHOP 


APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE AND NOT NECESSARY 


2195 MARKET/15 M-F 9 am - 10 pm 
(Next to Image Leather) SAT 9 am - 6 pm 
SF (4151 621-6448 SUN 11 am-6 Dm 


The Original USA Cay Party Line 


1 - 268 - 404-5462 


Special Live 
Gay Party 

WILD & DIRTY 

011-592-591-526 


Live Gay Cruising 

Cruise through 100 telephone 
lines for a live one-on-one chat. 

1-268-404-6433 
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MASSAGE 


IUST STOP 

and let yourself enjoy a wonderful deep Swedish massage in a 
warm and comfortable Castro setting. 1 am certified and have 
been helping others relax through massage for the last seven 
years Now it’s your turn. MARK CARMODY 415 861 5441 

first time discount available 



Ij for more details 

1 http://www.massgaenet.com/vinc 

ent.htm Vincent | 

T7 

JUL* JiL 

massage 

415»621»3719 

! 

Relaxing full-body 
massgae by friendly 
attractive, 29, CMT 
offering strong intuitive, 
erotic touch. 


LAST CALL LAST MONTH! 


PF- 

PLEASURE 1$ YOURS 

MASSEUR OFFERS STRONG HANDS, 
SENSITIVE TOUCH, WARM STUDIO. 

M 

| 

CONVENIENT CASTRO LOCATION 

N: j/ 

DAYS AND EVENINGS 

TODD 415/861-9909 



AFTER 7 YEARS MY STUDIO CLOSES 

L— 




Retax & Enjoy ... 

a therapeutic and rejuvenating 
1 hour or 1 '/z hour massage 

choose from 6 certified massage therapists 
-OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK- 


always 

tan & trim 


550-B Castro Street 
•0*415.626.8505 

Major Credit Cards and ATM Accepted 



Caring healing massage 

IMMEDIATE SERVICE 

When available.Chris 510-433-4701 

Discreet & Complete 715-6410 Brad 

HOTEL MASSAGE 24 HRS 

Erotic Athletic Massage by Brad 
Smooth Young Friendly 715-6410 

__EM 

Fullbody massage given by handsome 
cleancutgrad student, 510", 155 lbs 
Br/Blu,smooth,lean,muscular body 
Call Matt CMT 24Hrs*541-5002 


HOTELS 24 HOURS 

CMT (415) 7754771 * 24 Hours 

STICK mo ME 

Handsome bodybuilder 6', 190 rock 
hard. Erotic, sensual, nude, nurturing 
full body massage very friendly $30 
EastBay Harry (510) 595-0924 

Unique style, therapeutic and erotic 
massage in front of a fireplace. 

Outcalls available also. Johnny 
673-3025/303-0373 24his 


Therapeutic 

Massage 



$60 90 min 
castro loc 

Tom DePue CMT 

626.6560 


BEST OF BOTH WORLDS 


SUPERB QUALITY MS SENSUOUS ECSTASY! 
AN ULTIMATELY SATISFYING FB MASSAGE 
BY VERY HANDSOME FRIENDLY ASIAN CMT 
STRONG SOOTHING INTUITIVE TOUCH 
NR. SF AIRPORT. REASONABLE RATES 
Clean • Private • EZ Parking 


SHIN 650-985-5205 


ORTHOPEDIC MASSAGE 


JACK EIMAN 
695-7808 


Deeply relaxing and very effective for 
stiff neck and shoulders, backpain, 
sporting injuries, computer stress, etc. 
I’ve had excellent training. Please call 
for detailed into. Thank you. 



Cute Young Strong Hunk 
Deep, relaxing,sensual massage 
afternoons-late evenings 346-4304 ^ 

Fremont CMT,Jim*Swedish massage 
Therapeutic etc. Great Hands 
IrVOut* $40/50 (510) 651-2217 

_EM 

$60* GAM nude massage 292-7115* Paul 

EXOTIC ISRAELI 

Great touch by very handsome CMT- 
Strong, gentle & very friendly 245-1352 

SEXY ASIAN 

$60 Jim 267-1817 

_E2L 

Relax, Release, Enjoy a Swedish full-body 
massage by 37 CMT. $40 for 90 min. 

Great hands. Call: Stan 641-8221 

§05 

NUDE AND VERSATILE 

East Bay guy offers fullbody erotic 
Massage, responds to your special 
needs. I'm warm, friendly, 6'1", 165, 
lhr$25* Jim (510)527-2714 

-E06 

Full body Erotic Mass $30 641-9058 
_L® 

Handsome, friendly WM, 32 built 
(510", 175#),greathands,gives full 
body deep Swedish massage. $50 
In/Out,Sf,Marin,Days/Eves. Mike 
CMT*388-4583 


MASSAGE 


NUDE MASSAGE-CUTE GUY I 


SflNTH ROSR 

Relaxing, 

Therapeutic, Erotic; 
$40/hr. Hot Tub +$5 
Lee, CMP 707/575-4849 

5’5”, 135#, NICE CHEST & 

ARMS, SMOOTH BODY, 

OLDER MEN WELCOME, 

$40 DON (415) 351-2034 



ISBl 

Nude Swedish Massage 

SENSUOUS TOUCH 

Eric 564-6277 
$40/1N $50/OUT 

MARIN/SF 3 *n| 





COMPLETE RELEASE 


Paul c.m.t. 252-7449 

Full Swedish 

Deep Tissue 

Erotic 

Serious to pure pleasure 
unhurried in perfect 
balance everytime 

CONCORD-WALNUT CREEK 

FULL BODY/FULL PLEASURE 

BY FRED OR BUTCHY 

90-MINUTES/$35 

C ALL: 5 1 0-682-5675 




EAST BAY 


SWEDISH 

i 

DEEP TISSUE 

NECK / SHLDR SPECIALTY 
NAT’LY CERTIFIED 

JIM 510-644-1625 


Personal Touch 

Therapeutic & Erotic 
Deep, Satisfying Massage 
Certified & Discreet 

Daniel 626-4192 Eves/Wknds 


B 


MS B 


A Superb Massage by a 
Strong, Sensitive, Nurturing, 
Certified Masseur 


Jason Serinus 

510-444-4169 


i 



522-1821 
9 AM — 9 PM 
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MASSAGE 


Exceptional Bodywork 



Strong, intuitive 
& healing. 

5 years experience 

Giovanni 

415-522-1909 



* : * 


% 


N « 

Li 


strong 

soothing 

hands 

experienced 

professional 

warm castro 
sun room 


david 

liebendorfer 

cmt 


TENDER LOVING CARE 

MASSAGE THERAPY 



Photb and design by Steve Savage 


South SF/Peninsula/SFO 

Sensual Massage by Khris 

45 ln/60out 588-2536/pgr560-5761 4 

Gentle cute longhair 510-548-0153 

E06 

CMT.Swedish-Sensual-487-6615 

CANADIAN GRAD STUDENT 

NAKED HARDCORE RUB 

Erotic & nasty raw nude rub given by 
submissive slave-hot service for you 
evens&w-ends-Scott 564-1550 

_E 04 

Relaxing &/or erotic by a very smth 
nude masc Asian in/out 560-6353 

_E 04 

NAKED&PLAYFUL 

Friendly Swedish-Sensual rub. 

Full Body/Detail, Head-Neck-Butt 
$50.$65out.Gene 650 875-9463 

SAN BRUN0@280 

_E0£ 

Holistic aquatic bodywork done in a 
safe environment and privacy of a 
warm pool. Edwardo 415-731-5209 

WATSU _^ 

ORIENTAL MASSAGE 

Youthasiahandsomeforyour-cleancut 
Swedish sensual deep-you-deserve the 
best.Bryan 510-796-2723 page 
5102185760.GifBryan200@aol.com 

***SIMPLY THE BEST 

Deep healing sensual full body mas¬ 
sage by very cute 28 y/o cert exp pro 
one of the best you'll ever receive $45 
24h Dan 908-9066 

__EM 

Personalized Swedish sensual mas¬ 
sage by 5'9" 145 Lb strong, hand¬ 
some guy,nice bod,attentive,intuitive 
$50hr/$60 90 min.Warmstudio/table 

DELANO 

Pgr 790-5302 or cal I 552-6346 £1< 

$20 hot erotic hands 1 hr best full 
body massage * 333-6073 * Jack ^ 

280-& Mission St. Relaxing sensual 
$45. Page 415-224-3651 RON *** 


Swedish 

HOT OIL MASSAGE 


Breema 

NON-OIL 

BODYWORK 


DIRK 863-0777 


fj 

Feel 

Great! 

Relax with an expert Swedish Esalen Massage 

-w 

John 

, C.M.T 

386-0152, $35/hr. 

, $45/1-1/2 hr 

Body Electric Graduate since 1986 | 



Offbeat 42yo CMT,playful,masculine 
versatile,hot voice,great hands,furry 
bod,long hair,short beard,nice 
guy.Let's get naked. 764-6319 EM 

MUSCLED JOCK 

Handsome masseur 6' 195 rock solid 
hard. This sports massage is geared 
toward the man who likes it hard and 
deep.Brad 664-1595 Upper Castro^ 

PAIN? 

NON-SEXUAL MASSAGE 
From professionally trained 
Massage Therapist 

Stephen * 415-272-0964_^ 

Cute, Smooth, Tender 

26 Y/0 ASIAN 

In: $50; Out: $60 

DAVE * 749-0488 

Masterly Compleat Massage by 
gdlkng Skilled Oak CMT.Firm to sen¬ 
sual Std dscnt.Greg(510)547-1364 ai( 

No table, No CMT, No Bull 

ON THE MAT 

Hardcore deep tissue for rockpile 
bodybuilders only. Hot,young,talented 
* 440-2875_^ 

East Bay Comfort Warmth 
Sensual Massage by Nude Masseur 
Bob $25/Hr, * (510)843-4408 E04 

Tone strong and intuitive 
Boyishly handsome 22 yr 
Erotic Esalon Massage 
AJ 707-523-6141 S.R. or S.F. 

_E 04 

GREAT MASSAGE 

by very handsome .CMT strong gentle 
sensitive&very friendly Pgr 2076025^ 

High-quality erotic Swedish type 
w/pressure,strong,sensitive touch by 
young,nude,healthy,nice body,sophis¬ 
ticated,hairy,very cute,GWM 
$50/70:Mike552-2891Pgr303-1043 4 

SPORTS MASSAGE 

By Hunk John * 431-6677 



LOVING 

STROKES 

Nurturing, Sensual 
Healing, Satisfying 



STRONG HANDS 
SENSITIVE & EXPERIENCED 

From Stress Reduction to 
Simple Relaxation 

STEVE C.M.T. 
821-2985 



RAUL 863-4236 
: 519-4841 4 


GET TURNED ON 

Tired of just getting off? This healer 
touches your whole body w/respect,in- 
tention & purpose. Swed/Deep Tiss 
Cert. Intentional erotic/Tantric. 
Christopher Love, 

M/A., CMT * 414-0898 

GUERNEVILLE 

Massage by bodybuilder 

At the Gym $30 869-5919 Eot> 

SACRAMENTO MASSAGE 

(916) 499-6721 40/50hr great look^ 

Light,sensuous massage(incl. butt- 
work) by Bear (Outcall) 765-7625 

EXECUTIVE MASSAGE + 

for professional men by Tom, 36yo 
6'4", 210#. Very handsome and dis¬ 
creet. Mutual touch. $60 ln/$70 out. 
Avail 24hrs 415-407-5675 

_E 05 

ONLY THE BEST!!! 

Fantastic Swedish, deep Shiatsu, af¬ 
fordable high quality bodywork! 6 
years exp. Serious only 24hrs 605- 
3754 

Cute and caring Asian with strong 
hands provides deep and full- 
body massage. Ben 487-6603 ^ 

Sensual & relaxing massage $100 
for appointment 333-3424, In & out^ 

YOUR BODY + MY HANDS 

Equals full-body release of 
stress. Certified hunky swimmer 
30y/o masculine. Outcalls $60/Hr 
978-0810 24hrs Swedish/Shiatsu 

CMT friendly grad 487-7600 

BUTT &PR0STATE MASGE 

__jEOjl 

GDLG MUSCULAR STUDENT BOD 
Deep sports massage & body rub 
In or Out calls w/lhr notice 
Days or evenings (Weds-Sunday) 
415270-0904 UC Pager Chris 

280 & mission sensual relaxing 
touch, $40ln,$60 out,appt:333-3424 


Healing 

Hands 


Full-Body 

HJk' \ 

DeepTissue 


Swedish 

PSA 1: ’ 

Massage 


10 am to 


Midnight 

In/Out 

Mjkp 415-282-4030 

■ ” • ■ e-mail: sfhands@aol.com 




RELAX & 
UNWIND 

with a 
soothing 
Swedish 
massage 
in a warm 
cozy room 


Certified 


Experienced 


Centrally 
i Located 


9 am-9 pm 
Most days 



NAKED & X-RATED 

Very Erotic Massage 
Muscular, Masculine, 
Mature Man. 

Great Chest and Ass. 
Swedish CMT $50in/$60out 
Personal Training Too. 

997-8859 


BACKWALKING NAKED 

Deep tissue, anytime $40 771-0567 

E 07 

ASIAN W/ SHAVED HEAD 

6Ft masseur gives your body the 
touch it needs Pager 415-885-8288 
$45 in/$60 out 

E 05 

800-704-6573 IS BACK 

Rick,5"10,175#,$50,Swede eroticrub 

EU 4 

RELAXING BEAR RUB 

Tim,6'2,210#,2321723,full bodyrub 

DOWNTOWN CONNECTION 

Let me touch your body & soul. 
Experienced, mature, gym-toned 
French-Canadian. Nude Swedish/ 

Deep tiss/Erotic. 6AM-9PM 
Robert 776-1399. 

_E 04 

Sensual nude mass by 6', 190# Sexy 
muscular hunk very friendly, very 
playful great mass $45 *387-9451*^ 

SOOTHING MASSAGE!!! 

Great hands give relief!! 

100% Rel axati o n Geo rge5108326326^ 

SUPER HANDSOME/MASC. 

Man gives massage to make you melt 
In/0ut$60/80eve/weekends896-6187 

: _.__E 07 

Great deep Swedish, Shiatsu, Reiki 

$35 SPECIAL 

12 Yrs exp. Noe Val. Ed 647-4388 

DM 

FULL BODY MASSAGE 

29yo clean shaven 
Great legs and ass. 

415-565-8049 Kirk 

E 04 

ASIAN 

Cam Ranh Bay boy fullbody massage 
40 6-92° 5 

BODY BEAUTIFUL 

Exp professional CMT blissfully 
nurturing & renewing touch for 
your perfect form. Attentive warm & 
caring. Nutritional, exercise & holis¬ 
tic consults 790-5018 Appts. 


Strong, Caring. Friendly Man 
6\V 215# Clean cut All American 


Combination Swedish & Deep Tissue 
Dolores Heights Convenient Location 
Kasy Parking - Close to .1 Metro Line 

Ninety Minutes / $55 
Patrick 800-605-1357 



Cute Young Strong Hunk 
Deep, relaxing,sensual massage 
afternoons-late evenings 346-4304 eo4 

Luxuriate in the ultimate 

BARE BEAR 

Massge by hairy Cajun/ltalian 
Ex-football jock. One hour erotic, 
professional, experienced, friendly 
Peter 289-6877 

_E 04 

Looking for a good massage? 

KNEADING HANDS 

VISIT MY WEBSITE AT: 
members.aol.com/sfmikelmt/index. 
html or call (415)863-5007 Mike 

_E 05 

24 Hr Relief 773-9130 Kory In/Out 
Smooth Athletic Student Does it All! 

_E 04 

Blond dancer-Shiatsu/Tantra 
instruction Jan 338-9024 

MY HANDS = PLEASURE 

Full body Swedish massage by a 
very attractive and nude 29 yo 
for total tension release: 821-5749 

_E 05 

28, 6', 160, buddz/blu. 8yrs exp. 

SOUTHERN COMFORT 

764-9154 Out/hotels, anytime. ^ 

High-quality erotic Swedish-type 
w/pressure,strong,sensitive touch by 
young,nude,healthy,nice body,sophis- 
ticated,hairy,very cute,GWM 
$50/70: Mike552-2891Pgr303-1043 

_L 04 

ITALIAN TOUCH 

PIEDMONT & WALNUT 
CREEK MASSAGE 
510-433-7012 

_E 07 

DIVE INTO BLISS 

Strong,smooth swimmer offers you 
great hands with intuitive sensual 
touch.Blond blue-eyed 28 yr old will 
relax you with an incredible erotic 
massage. 

$50-lHR*$75-l 1/2 HRS 
PATRICK *790-4120 
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PEOPLE 


$2.00 FOR24 HOURS 


ONLY $2.00 PER CALL (GOOD FOR 24 HOURS OF CALLING) 


« Copyright 1991DCP ADVERTISING INC 

16032 Sherman Way, Suite 365, Van Nuys, CA 91406-4079 

Adults Only. Must be 18 or older. Prices subject to change without notice. 


1 o be competitive today an advertiser 
needs to target his market. Advertisers in 
this publication know exactly the audience 
they are reaching. They get facts, not 
guesstimates or promises. The reason - 
we’re audited by Verified, a national 
auditing service respected for over 40 
years in the publishing industry. Verified’s 
field and internal audits give our 
advertisers the facts they need and help us 
keep our distribution in top shape. 

We are just as committed to giving our 
advertisers honest and precise circulation 
data as we are to providing our readers 
with interesting and valuable information. 
Credibility and integrity are an integral 
part of our business plan. 

No question about it. 


EAST BAY 

ACTION!! 


Stockton/Modesto 
& Sacramento 


Record & Listen to ads FREE! 

510-814-6688 


Meet Hot i Homy Local Guys! 
Record, Listen 4 Respond to Ms Free!! 
18* use free code 2090 

( 209 ) 473-5959 
( 916 ) 489-2300 


Confidential Connection®! 


^VERIFIED 


Record, Listen & Respond 
to Ads FREE 18+ 

Use free code 7004 


Club Voice-MALE™ 


FRAT BOYS! & Bl CURIOUS! LIVE! 
Anything Goes! 1-767-446-9185 
Voted #1 Gay Phone Service 1997! 


IndividuabCouples'Friends 
fj$5\ Candids*Erotic*All Scenes 
ISPI GIF and JPEG formats ££3 
You get photos & disk •Low Rates 

Call Stephan 415-648-0254 


Penis readings by Heermann $25/in 

MY PSYCHIC TOUCH 

reveals inner truth * 648-0604 


Thik manmeat hard 4 tite, lean boy! 
Openup! Showbutt!24hr!5105480842 


LONGHAIRED OR FAERIE 

escort wanted in SF 415-679-3679 


Rim-chair svs to young whitebutt 
by redhot hung manboy * 821-3425 


Early morning/daytime deep throat 
service given by a 60 year old 
expert who knows how!! Call Ben 
at 771-2154 for sensual relief!!! 


LIFE INSURANCE AVAIL 

4 most.No physical or blood req. 
Universal Life, term & whole life 
also medical, long term disability 
Independent Agent Mr. Garcia 
(415) 775-6245 * 6 Days 


Model-XXX white, slim, mid 20's- 
Erotic photos video 415-582-2260 


Naked Boy (18-25) needed to service 
hung construction stud.Send photo:J 
Johnson,Boxl3034,Oakland 94661 


BE A ROMANTIC HERO/ 

Heroine! Valentine's day! 995-4689 


STRIP 

Let an older man see feel your physi¬ 
cal beauty friendship possible,hand¬ 
some trim under 35 510-601-9569 


HOT BLOWJOB! WEEKENDS 

For WM/LM 18t022 Only! Must be 
thin/smoothJeff WM34 5107957518 
Discreet & confident, safe/fun 


CRUISERS 

We Got it all 


• Frat Boys 767-446-9300 
• Pipeline 268-404-6888 

ROUGH TRADE 541-592-1555 

• Boy’s Club 767-446-9393 
•Club 69 541-592-1500 

L.D. / Int’l rates Apply 18+ 


EPORTER 


Confidential Connection® 


IOC PER MINUTE 
OR LESS 


LEATHER 


THE MALE ROOM! only $.69/Min. 

SAN FRANCISCO GAY MEN! LIVE! 24 HRS! 
Date & Parlyline 1-268-404-7611 


Confidential Connection® 


24 HOUR 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 


& h&ri\jy 

1 - 473 - 407-8506 


PRIVATE 

VOICE 

MAIL 


RAUNCH 


QUEER 


PHOTOS TAKEN OF 
YOU FOR THE INTERNET 


MANPLAY 

976-DATE 

$2 for 24 hrs 


UNCENSORED 

ONE-ON-ONE 

CONNECTIONS 


ECTER 


INSTANTLY UPDMED 
BULLETIN BOARMt 


ORGY ROOMS 


281-3136 


Checks By Phone 


OS CALI 1-900-HOT-LTHR fMBljJ f * HOT PhjONE FANTASY 

1-900-468-5847 (■PF f NAME YOUR MAN! 

SI .98 PER MINUTE ^9^ 1-888-999-9856 

YOU MUST BE OVER 18 TOLL FREE 

©1997 The Connecter, Inc., 584 Castro #540, SF, CA 94114 • Photo By Jim Wigler 
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JCM'IHH 


PEOPLE 


BAY AREA 
MEN 


• Live Talk 

• Meet Ads 

• Voice Mail 

24 Hours 

$ 2.00 

976-7500 


Free 

( 415 ) 

981-8123 


Exhibitionist Garage 


If you like to get hard, show off and 
watch or play wuth other guys who like 
the same, try out the Garage at the 

Circle J Club. 

Garage open evry night 8pm-12M 
except Mon and Thu. 

Cool lighting, huge show-off space. 

In addition, adjoining video thater fea¬ 
tures 3 continuos porno 
screens and is open 
every day 10am-12M. 

Unlike many clubs nearby, the Circle J 
is safe, clean, friendly and relaxed. 
Not a cruise bar disguised as a 
sex club, we’re designed for 
guys who like to show 
off and watch others show off. 

Must check street clothes Tue & Fri 
(underwear O.K.); Clothes check also 
available other nights. Adm. $8 


Circle J Club 369 Ellis SF 
415-474-6995 Metro: Powell 






CRUISl THE HOTTEST PIP,SONUS W ‘ 

1 900 226 6681 

NASTY MEN REVEAL ALL!! i, ■? 

1-900-725-5429 f V 

HOT LIVE MAN-2-MAN SEX! ’ 

1-900-725-3539 fOO-72-lU(KY 

■ MVU VVVV $1.99 to $3.99/Min ' 5 8 ^ V f 

www.eruption.com 




The No Ripofl 
Way to Meet 


XNO Per Minute Cost 

✓NO Unexpected Charges 

✓NO Mnre Outragenus Phone Bills! 


Check Us Out 

FREE! 

PEOPLE ARE 

i7TI"iTc“ 

Basic level of service is FREE 
Enhanced features available 

✓ Pickup your messages FREE! 

✓ Record, listen & respond to ads FREE! 

I /Meet Friendly, Quality Men, 

✓ For Relationships, Friendship and... 

✓ Finally, you have a real alternative. 

If you ’re 18 or older, call now: 

415-563-TALK • 408-341-0100 



1 - 914 - 346-1884 


rrm 


976-DATE 

$2 for 24 hrs 


a safe-sex club for gay 
& bi-sexual men over 18 

MflCK 

Info: (415) 558-8300 



1-919-719-4MEN 


Man To Man 


Record, Listen, Respond to Ads Free! 

(415) 247-2000 
(408) 532-3003 

18+ use free code 4140 


Confidential Connec- 


GAYORGY 
Listen or Join in 
1-900-745-2387 
1-800-721-8664 


Finally... 

A Gay & Lesbian Comedy 
Traffic School Celebrating 10 
years! Now only $25. Serving 
our community statewide lo¬ 
cations for 10 years 1(800) 
GAY-4-YOU 


1*7 Wj) I I""* £7r 

f l 1 


415.929.5355 


LIVE!!! NO GIMMICKS | 


(408) 

SAN JOSE GUYS 
ARE HOT!! 

Record, Listen t Respond to Ads FREEH 
18* try It free use code 4145 

( 408 ) 532-8000 

Confidential Connection® 


way to connect in San Jose 

men 


& their admirers! 


IJ: 1 d: 


to record, listen & 
respond to ads! 

a08.532.3000 

18+, code: 4168 


Confidential Connection® 


MALE PARTY LINE 

1- 268-404-7418 

18+ Only Int’l LD TOLL 


MANPLAY 

Only 10 cents per minute!* 

1-914-346-CHAT 

•Dial 10811 then the number, (18 + ) 


Hev Stud! Check out the ALL NEW... 

MANSCAN 

LIVE MEN 24 HOURS! ^ 

I- 473 - 407-8191 

Dial Now Guys Are Waiting! j| 

[•-49</min. 


PISS PARTY 

2nd and 4th Saturdays 

FISTING PARTY 

J 1st, 3rd, and 5th Saturdays 

THE SLING 

(415 ) 985-7085 


ASIAN LIAI50N5! 


HOOK UP WITH 
ASIAN MEN AND 
THEIR ADMIRERS 

an the 

Confidential Connection* 
FREE to Record. Listen 
& Respond to Ads! 

18+ use free code 4080 

1415 ) 247-ZDDD 



San Jose 


Santa Rosa 


Sacramento 




Internet: http://www.movo.com 

responsibility for personal meetings. 800-825-1598 


Just $1.98/52.49 per minute for certain optional features. 
ADULTS ONLY! The Confidential Connection' does not prescreen callers and takes 
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MODELS/ESCORTS 


LEATHER KINK 

LONG, SENSUAL SESSIONS 
WITH A TOP WHO ENJOYS 
TAKING HIS TIME. TALL & 
BUILT FULL PLAYROOM. 

RICK 431-0959 


a 


handsor 
29 y, 5’' 

150 lb, 

8”uncut; 100.-/90min* 

( 415 ) 609-4735 

www.berlinboy.com 




FRENCH MARINE 

Bodybuilder, 
220lbs,6T’,52ch,21”A, 
26 years. 

New in town from 
Paris, France 

739-2391 


HUNGRY? 

Bubblegum head for your feast 
Hard young body Billy 313-4850 ^ 

SACRAMENTO HUNK 

(916) 819-0447 Xthick/Versatile 

__E04 

Your true fantasy, handsome, top, 
muscular 24yo, 5'8", 150#, smooth, 

CLASSIC ASIAN 

415-313-9537 $100 Out. 

E00 

NASTY GUY 

Versatel, raunch, WS, caths, toilet, 
nasty mind, tell me what you want 
me, 30's, goodlooking, great butt, 
open-minded, bondage, etc. Outcalls 
only 436-0283 

_E07 

Verbal top, long lasting fun A ball 
busting 8.5 hardcore stud. $90. 24hr 

AGRESSIVE STUD 

In/Out OK. Craig 415-861-7399 

E04 

Hot 8" Nudist 346-4966 Ken $60 

_E05 

S&M CURIOUS??!! 

Experienced Pro 26y/o Porn Star 
Slender,Muscular,Serious Calls On¬ 
ly! 24hrs In/Out 605-3754 Call now 

E04 

SWEET AND PASSIONATE 

I'm an attractive, intelligent and 
friendly 26y/o with a lean, toned body 
and energizing sensuality. 

Page Jarrod 679-3761 

SAN JOSE/PENINSULA 

ATHLETIC, 9' 415-224-6674 

_E04 

HANDSOME PRINCE 

26y/oslender,muscular,cute ass! Ea 
sygoing,friendly.Versatile-from mas¬ 
sage to S&M!24hrsln/out 6053754 

_._E04 

Well hung, sexy out only 273-1814 

BLACK TOP 

6'1, 175, Br/Gr, 9",Built, Butch, 

ATHLETIC AND WAY HOT 

EZ on the eyes. Hard on the throat. 
Matthew AM/Eves 415-224-6674 ^ 

Hot5'8"165#8"Thick top,Sexy Latin 

STUD*JUAN5107819738PG 

E06 

MIKE + HOT! BOY NEXT 
DOOR GONE BAD 

FF to most rear actions. 

Beginner to deep & wide. 

Hourly to marathons. 431-3954 ^ 

Hot!Masculine guy! *33*Big bone! 

KICKS BACK 

FOR ORAL SERVICE 

$60/1 n Days OK Mark 864-7811 


HOT TOUtill T01* 

Dominant Leatherman 




WELL 
HUNG 
26YO TOP 


BIG BALLS 
GREAT FACE 
PHOTO-JAN 98 
CALL 709-7926 

709-RYAN 



Sensual Msg, Escort 
Body/Foot Worship 
Discount for 2 Clients 

346-7975 Kevin 
Asian Dream 


SUPER-THICK 
UNCUTTOP 

MASCULINE LATIN, 
CLEAN-CUT, ATHLETIC 
BUILT GOODLOOKING- 
SATISFYING 24 HRS. 

JOE (415) 431-MALE 

IN-OUT $85-$95 


WHEN BIGGER’S BETTER 

Muscular-Masculine 

hung 9, good-looking guy 764-6280 

ASIAN BUTT W/GREAT LEGS 
6ft bends over for your pleasure 
Pager415-885-8288 Enter#then*33 
$120 In/Out 

_E05 

DISCIPLINE! 

Can you handle it? 

1st timers welcome 
Safe discreet 
Limits respected 
Nob Hill-parking avail. 

582-9318_^ 

BIG PECS MUSCLE DAD 

Wants you on your knees for pec 
play, verbal discipline & spanking 
Dad/son/coach scenes.415-351-1824 

E05 

S/AITALIANFRANC08X6UC 

45C,17A,33W,26T hairy 565-5015 

' H15 

FILM LEGEND LOU CASS 

28,6'3,195 lbs. Awesome body 
Built tuff, huge tool, Let's party 
24hrs* In/Out* Pgr 510-369-5168 

___E04 

Muscle dad big beaut, meat WS FF 
Have pump to make it even bigger 
4 your viewing & dining pleasure 
Derekwww.mastervu.compg5389588 
Hose you down special 10am-5pm$50 5 

LONGSHOREMAN 

Strips & stands 4U thick 7 
Call Doug 640-2949 $80 

BE STRICTLY SATISFIED 

for Brazilian muscle stud, beautiful 
defined, smooth body, dark blonde 
blue eyes, 5'11, 178#, very good 
looking, 33yrs, very horny, well-hung 
big balls, XXXXhot 
In/Out vmail (415) 626-0672 

HUNG HUGE? 

Do U need it? I got it. Featuring a 
friendly masculine cleancut and fun 
uninhibited guy. Tell me what U want 
Vincent (415) 861-SEXX $90 24h£ 

BIG TOOL 

6', 180#,brown hair&eyes,42C,32W, 
Very goodlooking German-ltalian per¬ 
fect 10X6 cut tool, out only, 
Daniel(415)5389587/(707)9396963 s 


Playful, kinky, into most scenes 

SUPERHUNG 9X7 TOP!!! 

Out only, Barrett Lv. msg 313-7658 


25yr Canadian boy 

6',150#,8 inches, 24hr, Hot magick 

SHAVED, TATTOOED, PIERCED 

X791-3390X 



“HEADING TO S.F.?! 

Hairy Italian Bi-Dude gives best 
French when his lady is away. Safe 
Manly Escort to your Hotel/Home. 

415-565-5006 


CUTE PARTY BOY 

Extremely hot, hugely hung (10") 
for real! 26yo w/awesome body 
wants to play this weekend. 

Don't wait, call now 415-207-7936 

_._ ; _EM 

HIKER STUD 

Tall athletic jock with handsome 
face and big masculine piece 
Pgr 207-5315 

WELL BUILT 

Military-type top jock with big 
juicy tool.5'10", 180lbs, handsome, 
dominate & very sexy. Pgr 207-6786^ 

SAFE*SANE* RESPECTFUL 

BLACKTOP 

DOMINANT-ALL SCENES-FF 

(415)245-2557 PAGER 

TOTALLY HOT GUY 

26 year old tightbuilt hung top 
with slender physique, sexy, 
boyishly handsome white boy 
Joey 752.3844*741-5329pgr* In/out 

E07 

CUTE 24YR OLD 

5'8", brown/brown, 140#, smooth, 
cleancut, call Chad at 241-9381 

_ ' _E05 

SURFER BOY! 

Fresh from La Jolla. 91/2 thick 
Let's party (415) 224-5384 

Well hung black top 273-1814 

_E07 

POWERLIFTER 
6’2” 300LBS 

24Yr blonde, blue eyes, top 
56"Hairy chest,19"Arms, 32"Thighs 
Call Brock 415-414-1808 pgr/voice 
Discretion assured, outcalls only eo4 

Eastbay's hottest athletic, masc. 
hung with bubble butt, smooth,de¬ 
fined 

5'10,150# Marsh$100.5107630683^ 

HOTCOLLEGEJOCK 

18yo football player 
Big build, hung versatile 
outcalls only Rod 447-4597 


Blond Adonis 
Bodybuilder 
6’4” • 2601bs 

“Visiting San Francisco” 
Extremely masculine, 
good looking clean-cut 
all-american colt model 
type, well-built, well- 
hung 9” cut & thick. Into 
all aspects of safe, domi¬ 
nant fantasies. Body- 
worship, water-sports, 
spanking, verbal dominat 
top. Decription extremely 
accurate no photo for 
discretion purposes. 

Available 24 hrs. 

Rick (415) 372-7272 



TOM KATT 

In San Jose-Jan 22-29 
57” 215 lbs 

Rock Hard and Now Hairy 

1 (800) 605-9605 

In/Out - $200 



THE POWERFUL MASTER in S.F. 
HOT, HAIRY, DOMINANT 

Experienced, Most Scenes 


ATTi:\TIOi\! 

FULLV STOCKED PRIVATE PLAVR00IY1 


TOM 415-487-1296 


Long, tall, lean, blond, blue eyed Te 
xas boy 35 yrs 80 Page SF709-7850 


ULil 

Christian 

6’2” 2051b 28y.o. 
48”C 17”A 32”W 
Very Good Looking 

408 - 788-7508 
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Size 12 Feet 

Foot Fetish Top 

6,1 " |>J^39yrB 

Scott (415) 790-0902 


Need a 
Good Man? 

www.sf-exotics.com 


We advertise Escorts/Models, Fetish/Alterna¬ 
tive, Strippers, TV/TS, Phone Fantasy, 
Massgae, Adult Video/Shops, and much, 
much more... 

For advertising, call (510) 665-4000 


The Master 
Is Here 

•Submit 
•Surrender 
•Let Go 

Discover who you really are. 
Experience your desires. 
Encounter the Spirit. 

sm, bd, cbt, tt, ws, ff. 
all things 

beginners welcome 

Luke 

(415) 560-9770 pgr/vm 


S/M SENSUALITY 

-long, & slow— my specialty. 
6’2’\ 185, strong, gymtoned 
master into all aspects & 
degrees of leatherplay. 
S/M, B&D, FF, WS, raunch. 
Lord 431 -0959 


HUNGMUSCLBEAR 

Muscle stud will drive you to Heaven. 
Hung hot 6'1",230#, Pgr 313-9946 


Pec-Nipple Ecstacy 773-9130 Kory^ 


Harvard Rowing Team 
WASP, good looks, ripped body 
Expensive. Steve 615-2409 


EROTIC 

21 yr old boy, swimmer's build Chis¬ 
eled face, olive complexion, 6ft, De¬ 
fined chest & legs, 8" thick uncut 
Beautiful yummy ass! 150 lbs. Black 
hair, brn eyes, Outcalls/Hotels Rex 
731-4168 Serious, generous callers 
only. Hourly/All night. 


ALL AMERICAN MALE 

Masculine, Handsome, Hairy, Hung 
6'4", 195#, Blond/Blue, Friendly 
Page Adam 24 Hours 207-8089 


MIKE, 30,5'10" 200#,Bld/Blu 
Clean-cut Muscle Hunk 
ln/0ut-$100(415) 863-8932 


Goodlooking, 6'1", 165 Lbs 

ASIAN TOP 

$80/$100 • JIM 267-1817 


Clean-cut Grad Student, 
5'10", 155, Brown/Blue, 
Smooth, Lean, Muscular Body 
Very Cute, Very Versatile. 

Call Jason 24 hrs 541-5002 


PARTY GUY “9” 

Call: 775-4771 24-Hours 


Hot n Cute likes to get serviced . 

LEATHER 

B00TB0Y 

PAGE JIMMY 709-2750 


SEXY&GORGEOUS 

Very handsome&masculine dark hair 
green eyes well equipped and know 
how to use it!! Amazin' butt, versa¬ 
tile & very friendly Pgr 207-6117 


Sensual Horny Affectionate 

EAGER SEXY BLOND TOY 

22yrs hung 8" and thick! 

Versatile & fun Jeremy 210-0047 


Kicks back for service *24 Hours 

10” X6” UNCUT 

Big fat tool 487-9566 pgr 678-1005 


DO YOU NEED IT? 

Aggressive stud 8XX thick inches 
Will treat you right Hot verbal 
guy knows what you need 902-3841 


Horny stud.Open to all fantasies. 
Hung long&XXXthick.Sexy quality. 

STRICTLY TOP 

Mike 415-431-6253 $90. Call now!! 


SERVICE THIS! 

Heavily muscled stud 6' 190# 8" 
Huge pecs great biceps thick 
Legs dominant/verbal Tony303-2895 


Hothouse film vet/ sling maker 

GENIUS FIST 

Handsome, hung 28 yo 764-6627 £ 

David-smooth, muscular 

COMPETITIVE DIVER 

Extremely handsome-washboard abs 
Packed Speedo & amazing butt 
$150 versatile 267-5906 


BLACK GOLD 

10" 6ft 1951b hard body 431-5923 


HANDSOME HUNK 

Clean cut 6'3" 185# blnd/blu 
hairy well equipped and great balls 
Call Chase 24hrs Pgr 280-1651 


Cute smooth hung friendly 

CUTE BOY NEXT DOOR 

22, 6', 150 lbs, blond/blue 
Pgr 605-9016 
llam-2pm/ midnight-3am 


SUBMISSIVE SLAVE 

Own very obedient slave for all 
scenes/fantasies. Older men welcome. 
Hotels, 24hrs. (415) 346-4677 


CAPABLE 

Hot big & muscular w/large steel rod 
Lkg for places to put it. Pg313-9946 < 

HIRED MAN 

Handsome hung versatile tall hairy 
Luke*24 hrs* Pgr 605-4013Visa/M C 


MODELS/ESCORTS 


KINK VIDEO STAR 

Sexy, exquisite, exclusive gorgeous 
6ft 150lbs olive complexion 
Defined lean toned chest 
8" thick uncut chiseled face 
Classy, good conversationalist 
Dinner date, companion, beautiful 
Sexy, tight, firm yummy ass! 

Hotels/OutcalIs preferred/$300&Up 
Overnight/weekends, Rocky 828-0195 

£04 


SWEET BUT AGRESSIVE 

Looking for an escort that treats you 
right then I'm your guy. Friendly 
passionate regular guy 8XX thick. 
Very hard inches for your pleasure. 
Call David 902-3841 


Italian stud, black hair brn eyes 
6ft, swimmer's build, defined chest & 
legs, bedroom eyes, beautiful ass, 

8" uncut. Outcalls Pref/hotels. Gino 
22, model looks Hourly/all night 
Don't you want it now! 436-0402VM 

'E04 


9X6 24-HOURS 

Call: (415)775-4771 24-Hours 


GREEK GOD 

6',150 lbs Thick jet-black hair 
Long eyelashes, defined lean toned 
chest, beautiful sexy yummy ass twin 
mounds of pleasure! Affectionate, 
passionate, exclusive, classy model 
looks serious, generous, discriminat¬ 
ing clients. Hourly and overnight 
rates Hotels SFbased Nick 731-4168 


HOT & SPICY THAI BOY 

24yo will expand your universe 
Attractive $100 Out Watt 9957545 

E04 


Sexy blond jock with wshbrd abs & 
incredible pecs. 5'9", 155lbs, 
81/2" c Tanned masculine & very 
handsome $80ln/$100out 
JASON 864-1190 


BB bottom In/Marin, Out/Bay 
Area Ted • (415) 459-3488 


Better than Valium! 715-6410 Brad 
Young Hung Drug-free Dude 


CATHETERS & KINK 

241-0567 


YOUNG 
HUNG 
SMOOTH 
SEXY 


415-267-3518 

PACE 

HUNTER 


SEXY TEEN BOY 
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ANDRE 597-3613 


COLT MODEL 


SOUTH AMERICAN STUD 
WELL HUNG 
MUSCULAR/DEFINED 
XXXX HOT 
FRIENDLY 
IN/OUT/HOTEL 
626-0672 
FRANCISCO 


357.0705 


r 

mma PERSONALS order form 



Type Style 

Here ▼ 

Mill 

X-BO LD Slops Here 1 

1 III Mill 

r BOLD Stops Here T 

Mill 

r CAPS Stop Here 1 

f Regular Stops Here ^ 

1 II II II 

□ 


UtLAULIriC. 

kin AM «« MAKinAV 

II II II 1 II 

II II 1 

II II 

1 II 1 II 1 



noon on ivionoat. 1 —— 

Payment must accompany ad. 

II II II II 1 

1 II II 

II 1 1 

1 II 1 II 1 



No ads taken over the ———— L 

telephone. If you have a 


II II 1 

II 1 1 




question, call 415.861.5019. 

Display advertising rates 

II II II II 1 

II II 1 

II II 

1 1 1 1 II 1 



available upon request 

' Mill 

1 II 1 1 II II 

II II 1 

II II 

1 1 1 1 II 1 



l\M 1 tO 









First line. Regular 

All subsequent lines 

,<n Mill 


1 II II 

II II 

1 1 

Mill 



. l MM 

II II II II 1 

II II 1 

II 1 1 

1 II 1 II 1 



varo vivui/ic [j i iw 

BOLD double price | | | | 

II II II II 1 

II II 1 

II 1 1 

1 1 1 II 1 1 



X-BOLD triple price 

II II II II 1 


1111 

II 1 1 1 II 



PAYMENT 

□ Cash 

CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

BAY AREA 
REPORTER 

395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 
94103 

OR FAX TO: 



O Personal Check 

□ Money Order 

□ Visa 

Card Number 

| Name 

Telephone 




Expiration Date 

I Address 



□ MasterCard 

Minimum $10 charge 

Signature 

City 

State 

Zip 



L 

on Visa and MasterCard. 

Name 

Number of Issues Classification 


Amount Enclose 

d 

415.861.8144 

. j 


MODELS/ESCORTS 


PORN SUPERSTAR 







































































































































*Raunchy# 

*I\lasty# 

•§i/veaty* 

*Hard** Rough * 

^Aggressive# 

♦ Hot* 

Live 1 an 1 
Bulletin Boards 
Professional Listings 
with photos 

Free Listings call (415) 398-2GOO 

Hardcore 

1 - 900 - 505-3333 

$2.40 far 24 hours 


True 


Luke' 


s 


Night 




uke needed to find Dick Fast but... 
...wandering bar to bar was unappealing, 

... and doing it alone even more so 

He knew SexConnect would lead him to Dick 
Luke cruised the LIVE BACK ROOM, 
listened to current LISTINGS, 
viewed PHOTOS ON MASTERVU.COM 
and then sent replies to his top four choices 

Thirty minutes later Alex called... 

It s a new day now... 

...and both men found Dick!!! 


sex^ONNECT 

900 - 844-5656 

$2.49 for 25 hours 

Visa, MasterCard 

800 - 421-3463 

$2 for 25 hours 

Free photo viewing and posting 

www.masfervu.com 

Free voice listings and mailboxes 

415-398-1616 



V WWW.MASTERVU.COM 


ADULTS ONLY/GAY OWNED AND OPERATED/CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS 212 888 493410AM 10PM 











